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TO THE 


COUNTESS 


OF 

WARWICK. 
My Dear Siſter, 

|| Expet you ſhould ſomewhat 


wonder : that after having 
for above Eleven Tears beer 
careful to keep this following Let- 
ter from the Publick View , and 
that too notwithſtanding the Soli- 
citation ( not to ſay Importunity ) of 
divers Illuſtrious Perſons, and even 
Your Commands toreleaſe it from it; 
Confinement ; 1 ſhould now at length 
give way to its paſſing abroad into the- 
A:3 Wo-l1 


The Epiitic Dedicatory. 
World, and its making you a publick 
and ſolemn Addreſs. Wherefore judg- 
ins my ſelf oblig d to give you an ac- 
count of a Paper, jor which you have 
been longs pleas'd fo highly and ſo 0b- 
ligingly ts concern your ſelf, I muſt, to 
remove your wonder, inform you, T hat 
I amreduc d to this Publication in my 
ern defence. For, whilſi Iwas far from 
dreaming of permitting this Epiſtle 
to paſs out of myCloſet, it happex'd, 
that a brchen Copy of it did ( by I know 
not what misfortune for me ) fall into 
the hands of a neceſſitous perſon, who 
would needs perſwade himſelf, that 
by Printing it, he might relieve ſome 
of his preſent wants ; and thereupon 
projfer'd to fell the Copy for a ſum of 
Money. But, my good fortune leading 
him to a Stationer,to whom my name 
was not unknown, he wery ciwilly 
Jent me forthwith notice of the Pro- 


poſition 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
poſition that was made him, and after 
came himſelf to- acquaint me,that the 
Copy about which he had been Treat- 
ed with, being but One of Two 
I bree that were then abroad, ſome or 0- 
ther of them would, queſlicnleſs, ſoon 
find the way to the Preſs. T his unwel- 
come Accident did little leſs trouble 
than ſurprize me ; for, beſides that it 
impos'd on me the neceſſity of a Publi- 
cation Thad ſo 1c::9 declin'd ; and bc 
ſides that I rec Ww, that Cor Some Trea:ifcs 
poſures of a wery differing imma puts 
Nature being expeed from 

me, the appearing of this, in ſtead of 
Them, would make this unwelcome to 
many, though it had fewer Imper- 
fefions than it has : Beſides theſe 
things ( Tſay ) my Sight was then, and 
is ſtill, ſo impair d by a diſlemper in 
my Eyes; and the hours 1 could diſ- 
poſe of, were ſo Praingap'd to Philoſo- 
B33. phacal 
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phical Themes, that I could not pro- 
miſe my ſelf ſo much as toread it over 
before its going to the Printer. But, 
conſidering after all this,that the Copy 
IT bad by me was like to prove more 
Full, and leſs Faulty , than any of 
thoſe that ſome endeavour d to 0b- 
trude upon the World, I thought it leſs 
inconvenient to venture mine own a- 
broad,than torun the hazard of a ſur- 
reptitious Fdition of a Diſcourſe, that 
could fo ill bear the appearing with 
any other Blemiſhes than thoſe it 
brought with it into the World from 
my Pen. And therefore having put it 
into the hand's of Perſons, whoſe emi- 
rent Abilities, the more knowing part 
of the Nation has long and juſtly ad- 
mir d,ond begg d their Impartial Opi- 
2icn ond Caſtigations of it, ( giving 
them entire liberty to Alter or Ex- 
junge whatever they dijliki'd ; ) and 


findim? 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
finding ( by haſtily turning over the 
Leaves ) that their Caſtigations were 
only enough to let me ſee, that they 
had heedfully read it over ; and were 
accompanied with encouragements , 
which care was taken to keep me from 
looking upon as meer Compliments : 1 
let it go the Preſs, without ſo much 
as having once perus'd it, or heard it 
read over ſince the Stationer firſt gave 
me the Advertiſement T told you of. 
Which I made the leſs ſcruple to do, 
becauſe a Critick, whoſe Judgment 
and Piety I much reverence, ſeriouſly 
endeavour d to perſwade me, that I 
ought not in Conſcience to decline pub- 
liſhing what he was pleaſed to think- 
proper to kindle or cheriſh the Flames . 
of Divine Love in the Breaſts of the 
Readers. And my Haſte it ſelf did af- 
terwards Promiſe me theſe Advan- 


Tages, That notwithſtanding my 
7 | Books 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Books not coming forth ſooner , I 
ſhould not loſe the Excuſe of Youth 
I hadwhen it was Written : nay, and 
That the Faulty paſſages which may 
be met with in it, will perhaps be 
charged upon thoſe that ſuffer d them 
to paſs Uncorreled, when they had 
fo abſolute a Power to Expunge or 
Reform them. T heſe, and the like Mo- 
tives, having induc'd me to conſent to 
the Publication of the following Let- 
ter, T needed not deliberate long, To 
whom T ſhould Addreſs it. For, ſmce 
that accompliſh'd Lndamor, whom it 
ſomuch concern'd, has left the World, 
there is no perſon in it to whom this 
Addreſs is any thing near ſo due, as 
_ wnto you, Dear Siſter. It was at that 
Delicious I.cezc, where you are now 
the Miſtri [s, that this Letter was writ- 
ten; anditwas of You that Tborrow'd 
thoſe Hours T ſpent in Writing it. 
'M was 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, - " T4 
[was to Tou that I ſhew'd it almoſl Wo 
heet by Sheet, before I reſolv'd to 
-nd it away. Tis Tou that can beſt 
xcuſe the Imperfeftions of it , as 
mowing not only the more obvious,but 
he more private Avocations and other 
Viſaduantages, among which it was 
Penn'd. *T is you that have ever ſince 
Policited me to divulge it, and have 
piven me the greateſt Encouragements 
70 do ſo, not only by thoſe Solicitations 
which imply d Your own Fawourable 
Opinion of it, but by procuring me (by 
oncealing or diſguiſing my Name( the 
, Wenſuſpeied Opinions of divers com- 
= 1717/14 Tudges :ina word, this Addreſs 
; Rbelongs upon ſo many ſcores to Jou, 
that I could not make it any where elſe, 
without manifeſily Wronging Tou. | 
know, Dear Siſter, that it is not uſu- | / 
al to Dedicate Books to ſo near a Re- T, 
lation; and that it is uſual in Dedica- 
tory Fpiſites, both to Depreciate what 
One 
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one has Written to Extol the Perito 


fon that one writes to, eſpecially if ith 
be one of your Sex and Quality. But, 
You know too, that I never ſwore Alle-& 
grance to Cuſtom, and therefore will 
210t, T ſuppoſe, wonder to ſee me as litthe 
Solicitous to conform to it on This 
occaſion as 0n-others. In an Age when 
ſo few Perſons have Merit enough, to 
keep that from being Flattery, which 
ſhould be but Praiſe, I am not at all 
Ambitious of caſting my ſelf upon thei 
unhappy neceſſity of either Flattering, 
or appearing Rude, when by better 
chuſing the ObjeAs of my Addreſſes, 1 


can, as occaſion requires, Boe Praiſes, 4d: 


without Untruth , or forbear them Wh; 


without Incivility. Nor dare I preſume, 
that a Lye ceaſes to be a fault , by 
being put into a Dedicatory Epiſtle 
as antiently the hurtful Beaſts forgot 
their pernicious Nature when brought 
into | 
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+rthto the Ark. Not to mention that 
it$ooks of Devotion have generally the 
ut range and unhappy Fate, of being 
le-@(s welcome to them that moſt, than 
ul them that leſs, need them. As for the 
thePiſcourſe I preſent You, though my 
"Þpinion of it may be gueſs'd at,by the 
enrivacy to which T have ſo long Con- 
toffin'd it : Vet becauſe,as in Phyſich,to 
chÞave a good Opinion of the Medicine, 
II'&nd the Dofor ; ſo in Books of Devo- 
oe ior, (which are a kind of Phyſich for 
0, he Mind) to have one of the Compo- 
2 Wure, or of the Writer, both inclines us 
Io look after the Praſciptions, and 
S Mdoantages their Operations ; For 
2 @bis reaſon T ſhall ſay nothing to dif- 
parage a Diſcourſe, which is of a Na- 
yÞrure to aim more at the being prattiſed 
e by the Readers , than the being par- 
tdon'd; and ſhall nct at all repine to fee 
tit find from the Publick as Favoura- 
d | ble 


The Epiſtle Deaicatory. 


ble a Reception, as it has hitherto me 
with in Cloſets. And now, Dear SI. 
ficr, though I know you will not : : W 
{ doubt, my other Readers will e 
pect, that this Letter ſhould, accordinff 
20 the Mode of Epiſtles Dedicator 
be concluded with Commendations 
you, and Compliments to you : It be 
ing almoſt as much out of faſhion i 1 
ſuch Addreſſes to omit giving praiſes 
as "tis to believe the praiſes given 6 
ſuch occaſion. But, though I, cai 
Praiſe you without either disbelie f 
wing my ſelf, or fearing to be disbelie] f 
ved by any that knows you ; yet : 
beſides that our Relation , and ou 
Friendſhip would make ſuch a way 0 
<__ misbecoming me 0n all occafl 
ons; 1 know your Piety and your 
Modeſty, would peculiarly Jiallaw it 
upon this; where the ſubjet I am 
xc entertain you with,js of of ſuch a Na- 
ture! 
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1 e. as would make a Haunting Ad- 
ofeſs, but a very unſuitable Introdu- 
Hor to it. The Nature of my Theme, 
7 @ well as the ftrifineſs of your Vir- 
ex ay ., ary 
A 12 and our Friendſhip, forbidding me 
Tere to celebrate you,otherwiſe than 
letting the World ſee, that I dare, 
Fs 1 in a Dedicatory Addreſs, with- 
, it fear of diſpleaſing you, forbear to 
lebrate you. And if it be demand- 
, why then I refrain not likewiſe 
Yor: writing to you a Dedication * 
J /ball anſwer , That I am unwilling 
& /oſe this opportunity of making a 
ublick acknowledgment , that as Þ 
ave the Honour to be your Brother. 
md your Friend, ſo I have the Fu- 
ice to think it very much my Happi- 
eſsto be ſo : Eſpecially, ſince you are 
. leaſed to aſſure me, 1hat my Re- 
ation to you has rather been the 0c- 
aſion than the ground of a Friend- 


ſhip, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſhip, that does, whilſt it enjoyns n 
to profeſs my ſelf without Compli 
ment, Oblige me to be, with all tl 
Sincerity that's poſſible, 


My Dear Siſter, 


Your moſt Aﬀectionate Brother” 
and moſt 
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1d Advertiſements to the Reader. 


( As they were Written ſome Years fince, 
when ſome Intelligent Perſons were to 
have a ſight of the following Diſcourſe. ) 


"0 prevent thoſe Scruples which elſ: might 
ariſe in the peruſal of the enſuing Diſcourſe, 
e Reader of it is requeſted to take notice. 
I. That thenugh Ignorance hath been of late [o 
uch in faſhion with too many of our Toung Ne- 
\er'lity, that ſome Paſſages of the enſuing Papers 
ay ſeem unfit to have been written to a Toun 
entlemen, yet the Perſon they were addreſs d to, 
bing both a Traveller, a Lineuiſt, and a Scholar, 
it was not improper to diſcourſ: with him at the 
rate of ſuppoſing him ſo qualify d. 
Il. That the enſuing Lettzy was net written 
W/ingle, being but the Laſt of Divers; wherein 
Love in geniral was Conf: {ſ-d, Tuſtifyd, and 
Cel:brated ; wherein the received way of Ma- 
Sting Love was Explicated, Def:nd:d, and Op- 
poſed; wherein Conftancy and Tnconſtancy in 
Love were argued For and Againſt ; wherein 
WF lionick Love was Explicated , Celebrated , 
$4:4 wherein the Cur? of Love was propoſed, 
J Ss 


Nt 
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andPreſecut:d; wherein (to diſpatch) the Control 
worted. Points concernins Love were diſcours'd off 
in' away, ſuited to th? ſroeral Themes ; and to thi 
Flumors and Principles of the. foppoſed Writers 4 
Bit all the former Papers, (written in Compley 
ment to a fair Lady) thourh wery free from th 
'4 Guilt of cithey Lice; 71ouſ7t fs, or Prophaneneſ, 
' hav? ben by Hh Anther judged too little Serious 
eith:r to av Ppecir Alenr, or 10 accompany the enſuing 
Diſc at heroin he has expreſſed his Own Opi 
nions, as in the former he but deduced of thoſ 
Incrinary Perfors. 

TIL. 7h th: following Paper was to have bee 
Attended by anoth:r, wherein the Properties ani 
Duties of Scraphick Love wer? to have been Ex: 
plicated and i;! aft 4 cir, but the Author, befor 
he had Writtca that Other, accidentally meeting 
Tith a French Bcok, where; 'n, thourh 2 
hat he hatl already Diſceurſed «f 4 
were not haadied, hz 'for und that much Moulin. 
of what hz had a'(:e ned to fet down 

Fas anticipated ; a7 1d the moſt Pertizzent Confideras| 
ons his 7 ceniledt Themes jugs 7zeſted, were skilfull} 
aiſplayed already + he fear'd it uioht b- injurious to 
his Reader, and ! him: f, if he ſheiild either turn 4Þ 
tranſcriber of ethirs Neticns, or decline the beſt 
thouzhts bclonging io his Theme, that the Le 5 
Good ones michs paſs without ſuſpicion for bo 


On. 
IV. That 
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IV. Zhat the enſuing Trifle having been written 

in haſte, and by ſnatch:s, amongſt diſtratting avs 
cations, and far from Leterary accommodations, ts 
freely ſubmitted to the Ceaſure of Learned and Ins 
partial Peruſers, eſp:cially Divin:'s : Who are by the 
Author requzſted to believe its miſtaking Paſſages, 
and unwary Expreſſions, ( if it contain any ſuch ) 
to have been altog-ther Unintentional, and {uch 45 
they ſhall n:wer find it to be more than one labour to 
make him diſcern and retract ; hz being reſolved, 
by God's affiſtance, to continu? ſtill obſequicus enough 
to all clearer diſcoveries of Trath, to be able to ſay, 
Errare poſſum, Hwxreticus eſſe Nolo. And, 45 
he is on his part fo reſigned, and ſo willins to be 
redtifyd, ſo he. expetts this Equity from thoſ?, to 
whoſe Fudem-nts he ſubmits, that confidering b: ins 
tended not to write a ſol:mn and rezular Treatiſe, 
Ent a privat? and familiar Epiſtle, they will paſs by 
ſuch unaccurateniſſ's as are wont io be incident to 
compoſers of this later Natur: Fe preſum'd he 
might ſom*tim:s make told with th: uulzar Laws of 
Tenſes, treatins of an FCleraity that admits them 
not. FH: hip'd, that the freedoms taken in ſome of 
his Expreſſions concernias Love, aid the wonted ob- 
jects of it, wenld bz excasd, by its beiaz exatted 
by the D:1/17;3 2 hat 1791 Linga- Cn 
mot, thouzh h: had net ( mhich VT ne Fremmen. 
; © \ + ine fore-ment- 

qet he has) oth:rriſ? 2cconnied for tied Letters to 

it: He intends nt to adept theſe 3) Hay T: J- 
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often erroneous) Traditions of the Vulgar, whence he 
ometimes draws Compariſons, that he may not deny 
himſelf the Liberty taken by the Generality of Wri- 
ters (without excepting the Learneder fort of them ) 
who fcruple not in Popular Compoſures, to make Si- 
milies ayd Alluſtons grouna:d on Popular Traditions 
and Perſwafrons. As for thoſe common Places, 
which the Methed of our Author's Diſcourſe allow'd 
him not to decline, he hopes the Reader will diſcern 
by his way of Writing, that he loves to nſe them, 
wot as Travellers, but as Hunters uſe the Fligh- 
ways: For the Traveller, when he once gets into 
the Read, makes it his buſineſs to keep in it ; 
mhereas the Hunter, if he meets one tying in his 
ray, is not fond of Staying in it, but nimbly Croſſes 
it, or Traverſes ſo much of it, as is requifite to be 
paſt throneh in the purſuit of his Game. And laſt- 
ly, if in ſome: few Paſſages of the following Letter 
( eſpecially abcat the beginning of it ) the Expreſſi- 
ons are liſs Grave and Solemn than th: Deſien; 
the Anthor hopes, that even They will yet appear 
tolerally Serious, for the Aireſt parts of a Letter, 
writiea by 022 Toxnz Gentleman to anothzr. 
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SOME 


MOTVEVWVES 


To the Love of 


G O D. 


My Deareſt Lindamor, 


Am very much delighted to learn 
both by the voice of Fame, and 
the Information of much more 
credible Relators, that ZHormione's 

_ cold uſage has curd you of the 

Fever her ſcorching Eyes had given you : 

And that when once you found your felf 

reſerved, to ſhew, what wonders her 

Eyes were able to perform, you ſeaſfon- 

ably reſfolv'd ro become an Inſtance of 
the Power, rather of Reaſon, than of Love; 

and accordingly, did your ſelf the right 
to fruſtrate the vain hopes, your inſulting 

Miſtriſs cheriſh'd, to manifeſt im you, 

B 2 that 
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that her Charms were capable to make 
your Flame perſevere, when her change 
had made it as well cauſcleſs as hopeles, 
I could wiſh indeed for your ſake, that 
you owed your Cure more entirely to 
your Reaſon, and Icſs ro your Reſent- 
ment; that the extraction of your free- 
dom may noways blemuſh ir. Bur, ſince 
unallay'd Satisiactions are Joys too Hea- 
venly to fall tro many :Mens ſhares on 
Earth, I cannot bur conclude, that your 
Recovery, even on theſe Terms, deſerves 
I ſhould congrarulate it. For, the Fre..ch 
ſay truly, that Les plus courtes Folies ſont 
les meilleures. And Liberty being roo 
hich a Bicfling ro be diveſtible of thar 
nature by Circumſtances ; I (that ſeldom 
deplorc him, who, by loſing his Miſtrits, 
recovers himſclf) think that Hermione 
has bur intentionally, nor eventually dil- 
oblig'd you ; and hath made your flames 
a better return, by reſtoring you your 
own Heart, than ſhe could have done by 
exchanging hers for it. But that which 
nor leaſt endcars ro me your Recovery, 
is, that I am aſfur'd by Perſons, from 
whom I dare credit cyen {o welcome 
News, that my endeayors prov'd fo hap- 
Py, as to be conduciye to it, and that 
the 


: s AGEL EE -- , OLIN 
Ps p44 > "IE - SIN 


= *, ©; nmr 


Seraphick Love. 


the Conſiderations I ventur'd te preſent 
you, did at leaſt fo far contribute to your 
freedom, as to give you the deſire and the 
deſign of regaining it. ' For, I hope, I 
need not tell you, that I ſeldom uſe En- 
deavors, whoſe proſperouſneſs is more 
welcome to me, than thoſe that aſpire to 
ſerve Lindamor. And though I cannor 
ever pay you any great Services in rela- 
tion to my valtly greater delires, yet I 
can ſcarce do you little ones in relation 
to the delight reſulting from the having 
done you any. Nor has the joy which 
this ſucceſs of my diſcourſes brings me, 
being ſparingly encreas'd by my having 
ventur'd them with much more deſire, 
than expectation of their Proſpering ; and 
leſs out of any ſtrong hope they would 
ſuccced, than our of an unwillingneſs to 
leave the means, I thought leaii impro- 
bable unaſſay'd : Being invited to excice 
you to greater hopes, than I durit allow 
my {elf for you, by the example of Ge- 
nerals, who, whatſoever diiiruſtful 
thoughts they harbor in their Breaſts, 
{uppole, that ( before the Battel) ro make 
rheir Soldiers Fight ſucceſsfully, "tis as 
well conqucive as requiſite, by ccoura- 
2ing Orations, to make them think they 
B 3 ihail 
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ſhall do ſo. For, alchough I endeavour'd 
indeed to per{wade you, that Reaſon be- 
ing born Sovereign of the Paſſions, though 
her Lenity or I do {omerimes 
both occaſion and permit their Uſurpa- 
tions ; the is ſeldom ſo divelted of her 


Native Power, but that whenlocver ſhe 


plcatetn to imploy what ſhe hath left, 
jhe is able to reſume what ſhe hach loſt : 
And though I was willing you ſhould be- 
Jicve, that to perfect whar your Relent- 
ment had begun, was a Task fo calie, 
that the Victory was as much in your 
Power as the rctolution of attempting it; 
yet, notwithſtanding all this, I tay, I was 
once half perſwaded, that ro undertake 
the Curing of a Lover, was the next 
Weakneſs to the being one. And, Lin- 
aamcer, to deal ingeniouſly with you, your 
Recovery hatly circumſtances in it, that 
mak2 me vefy apprehenſive that you are 
not yet out of the danger of a Relapſe, 
and that you have not half fo abſolutely 
abandon'd your former Amorous Coti- 
ſtitution of Mind, as the former Idol of 
ic. I knovv rnat from a Perſon, who, for 
one that hath never yet been hurt by 
Cupid, 18 accuſed of uſing him thehtingly, 
and {evorcly enough, you will expect En- 


deavours 
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Seraphick Leoz. 
deayours to preſerve you from Relaplſes, 
by ſuch diſſuaſions from Love, as its Vo- 
taries will ſcarce vouchſafe ſo mild a Title 
to, as that of Invectives againſt ir. Ana 
T jhall Ingenioufly acknowledge, Lind- 
mor, that I have bcen ſometimes no very 
unready Satyriſt on that Theme ; and 
with a Pen relithing of che Liberty I che- 
rith'd in my Heart, endeavour'd to diſa- 
buſe thoſe ſervile Souls, that being born 
to Reaſon, (o far degraded rhemlelves 3s 
to boaſt ſolely an excels of Paſlton; and 
had fuch low and narrow Thoughts of 
Felicity and Miſery, as to expect either 
from a Womans ulage. All which ] thought 
I might the freelier do, becauſe havin 

never known the Infelicities of Love, bur 
in the ſufferings of others, I might pro- 
bably ſuppoſe, that my Declamacions a- 
gainit it wonſd pats for the productions 
of my Reaſon, not my Revenge. Bur, 
Lind1mor, though the extravagancies of 
ſome Mens foily, have been {ometimes 
too great, to let me avoid laughing fome=- 
Wir Satyrically at it, yet I am really too 
little an Enemy to Love, unict, exceilive 
or miſ-placed, by indittinct and disfgu- 
ring Conliderations, to repreicnt ro you 
the Noblett Paſſion of the Mind, as it3 
B 4 No!t 


Serapnick Love, 
moſt hideous and formidable Diſeaſe. 
To love even with fome pattionatne's, 
the Perſon you would Marry, is not 
only allowable, bur expe cient, being al- 
motit neceſſary to the Duty oi fixing your 
action, where you have once engaged 
vour Faith ; for, ic hath bzen oblery'd, 
that Love doth ſeldom {utter 1t (eli co be 
conin'd by other Marches, than ttole of 
its own making, And few, but they, 
nat are ſo wile as they fec cauſe to be 
almoſt in Love beforc-hand with thoſe 
th2y Marry”, prove lo honclt, as after- 
wards to be in Love with None Ciie, Since 
therefore, the Marriage of a wile Man 
111; proles at leait as high a GCgree of Love, 
as he is carabic to cheriih, without for- 
Firing that Lite 3 [ can ſcarce dilaVow 
the being mocicr ately i in Love, without be- 
ing injuriousto Marriage, which is a Rela- 
tion, that though I can wich much leſs 
reluctancy permit othcrs, than contract 
my ſelf; yer dare I not abc'oturely con» 
demn a condition of Lit, as expedicnt 
LO 4 oO Man, Witiour 0's EVEny aracice 
and Innocence were noLnECICAL to Come 
ricat the havpinets 0; tao fit þ fan Thus 
\ OU ſee, Lind 207, Cine | Go not promiſe 
nou (Juarce! With all forts of Love, 
| but 
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 Seraphick Leve. 
4 
but endeavour only to poſſeſs you with 
this Truth, that as anciently among the 
Jews, there were odoriferous 'Unguents, 
which it was ncither unuſual nor unlaws- 
ful ro anoint themſelves with, or beſtow 
upon their Friends; but there was a cer- 
tain peculiar compoſition too, of a pre- 
cious Oyntment, which God having re- 
ſcrv'd to be employ'd in his own Service; 
with that, the pertuming of their Friends 
was Criminal and Sacrilegious : So there 
are regulated degrees of Love, which 'ris 
not forbidden to harbour for a Friend, a 
Miſiriſs, or a Wiſe ; but there is too a 
certain peculiar ſtrain, or (if I may 1ſo 
call it) Heroick Temperament of Love, 
which, where-ever it is found, makes -1t 
belong, as unalienable, as juliLy unto 
God. A virruous Wife may love both her 
Husband's Relations and her own, and 
yet. be truly faid to love lum with her 
whoie Hearr; becauſe there is a certain 
unrivall'd degree of kindneis ; and a pz- 
culiar ſort of Love, which conſtitutes 
true conjugal affection, that the confines 
to him, and reſerves intirely for him, 
and would think it Criminal to harbour 
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for any other Perivn: So a Renzgious 
Soul may obey the Commanu of Loving 
Gol 
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Seraphick Love. 


God entirely, though ſhe allow her Af- 
fections othzr Objects; provided they be 
kept in due Subordination to, and kept 
from entring into Competition with that 
Love, which ought to be appropriated ro 
Him ; and which reſults chiefly trom, an 
either altogether or almoſt unincreaſable 
Elevation, and vaitneſs of Aﬀ4eRion; from 
an entire Reſignment to, and an ablolure 
ependance on the Lov'd Party; from a 
cſticls Diſquiet upon the leatt tenſe or 
doubt of her Difplealure ; from a greater 
Concern in her Intereſts than ones own; 
from an Expectation no le(s than Felici- 
ry or Wretchednelſs from her Friendihip 
or Indignation ; or art leaſt a Perſuaded- 
neſs that nothing can be a greater Hap- 
pineſs than her Favour, or deſerve the 
name of Happineſs without it. For, 
where-ever a Pailion has theſe Properties, 
or any of them, conſpicuous in it ; it can- 
not, bur by being Conſecrated to God, 
avoid becoming injurious both to Him 
and to it ſel The very Nobleneſs of ir 
entitles Him to it: As in ſome Kingdoms, 
(anc particulariy here in Exeland) though 
Veins of courſer Metals may bclong to 
the Owner of the Soil they grow in, yet 
all the Mines of the more pertett Mertais 
(as 
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(as Gold and Silver ) are by the Law 
| made Mincs-Royal, and belong to rhe 
King, to whom rthcir value appropriates 
| them. By reflecting upon this peculiar 
Notion of Love, you may be pleas'd, 

Lindamor, to interpret ſuch Indefinite Ex- 


preſſions as you may meet with in the 
following Dilcourſe. And this Love, I 
have taken the freedom to ſtyle Seraphick 
Love ( not out of any attectation of Tu- 
mid Words or Titles, but) borrqwing 


| the name from (if the Romiſh Divines 
| be good Marthals of the Heavenly Hott) 
 thote Nobler Spirits of the Caleitial Hie- 


rarcy, whoſe Name in the Language to 
which it bezongs, ex- 


whole imployment 


Vvitation to embrace Serapnice Love, that 
you may have the Advantage, by mak- 


| 16g your {elf a Rival to theſe glorious 


OPTICS 3 


- * [he Name Ser.:plim, in He- 
preſics them to be of brew, ſprings trom the Root $2 


| a lamins nature ; and rapb, which Kgnifies to burn or 
'S) : 

flame : Wuitence, Numb. 21. 6, 

: : « Thoſe pernicious Creatu:es, that 

( mentioned in the * ow Tranfl-tors Englith , Fiery 


Evangelical Prophct's 3722s, are Ryled in the Ocigi- 
Myſterious Viſion ) na! 1annzch:ifnn has feraphim. 
 ſufhiciently points at the Divine Object, 16.6. 
| to which the flames that warm them, a- © 3 
| ſpire and tend. And methinks, Linds- 
| mor, that you ſhouid find it no faint In- 
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Serapnick Love. ; 
Spirits ; to make them your Friends, and 
che Honor to be ingaged in a Service, Þ 
wazre you are ſure of ſuch illuſtrious + 
Concurrents. Ar leait if you be of thef 
mind of that generous Youth, (to whole 
ſucceisful Valour the Conquer'd World F 
was both Theatre and Trophy) who re- : 
fus'd to run at the Olympick Games, be- | | 
caulc there were no Monarchs to run with | 
him. Bur I fear, Lizdamer, I have a little 
digreſs'd; fincc I might have told you inf, 
fewer words, Thar it is not my defign, inf | 
this Paper, to declaim againit Love in ge-Ff | 
neral, or make a ſolemn Harangue of the} | 
Fickleneſs of Women; and that therefore, 


as when young. Gallants (tuch as you, f 


Lindamor ) are {ubject to caſt away thei f 
Love upon unfit Objects, their diſcreet} | 
Friends, (ſenſible of the truth of the a-F | 
lian Comick's obſ{crvation, that 


Oneſta contra” amore | 
E troppo frale ſcherma 


{3 giouinetto Crore, 


In yonibtul Fhrarts bare Vittues 
T-0;:t to ProV? 

Brit a weak Shield azainſs the 
aarts of Lewo, ) | 

without | 
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| without taking any more than neceſſary 


12, þ notice of their former fond and {tragling 
he þ Paſſions, reclaim them, by either match- 
Jy ing them, or art leaſt (in order thereunto) 


orld | 


engaging their Addreſſes to Perſons, whoſe 
Beauty or Prerogatives may both legiti- 
mate and confine their Afﬀections : So I 


rich | Mall now endeavour to prevent the future 


ttle Þ 


Gaddings of your Love to Objects, that 
cannot deſerve fo tranſcendent and diſin- 
tereſt a one, as I have obſery'd yours to 


| have been; by preferring and engaging it 
to the True Object that Paſſion was born 


ro, the Nobleſt it can aſpire to, and the 
molt Satisfying it can enjoy. Yes, Lin- 
damor. As it has hitherto been my not-un- 
proſperous Task to Unhood -your Soul, 
] thail now make it my buſineſs ro ſhew 
her Game to fly at. I ſee that Love in 
Lindainor is too Noble and Predominant 
an AfieAion, to be either Eaſte or Fit to 
be deſtroy'd. It wili therefore be my 
deſign, not to Suppreſs your flame, bur to 
Addreſs it. IT will'd it withdrawn from 


| H-rmion?, not to annihilace it, bus to 


Transfigure it : I woula not have a rallt 
on which wanted nothing but a due Ob- 
ject, to be Serapnick Lowe, ling vuigar Men, 
be iwallow'd up by Death, the common 
Fate: 


$eft. 2, 


Numb, 
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Fate : But be enobled by a Deſtiny lik*} 


that of Ercch and Elias, who, having 


ceas'd to converle with Mortals, Dy'd not, 


but were Tranſlated into Heaven. 


What has been ſaid already, Lindamor,| 
hath, ir ſeems, ſuffic'd to redifie your 
Love, by Diſabuſing it, and ſhewing you, | 
how unfitly it was plac'd on its former} 
Objeas. Your proficiency in That, in-f 
vites me to proceed with you to a new} 


Leſſon, and ( mindful of thar true Saying 


of an Eminent Father, Nemo aliquem amat, 
quem non vult eſſe melioren ) to endeavour | 
to exalt your paſſion by Directing and | 
Setling it upon an Objea, the due Con- 
templation of whoſe Lovelineſs may cure | 


as perfetly all hurcs received from any 


Mortal Beauty, as anciently the Sight of | 
the Myſterious Serpent on the Pole did | 


cure the hurts the fiery Serpents gave. 


For, fince to gaze ſtedfaitly on an out- | 
ward Beauty, where all your looking will I 
bur diſcover the ſame face, 1s found 1o ef- | 
fectual to Kindle or to Blow the fire of | 
Love, ( which the Greeks prerttity enough | 


expreſs by their is 4 gay yireres of iger) 


how much muſt a due Contemplation | 
enamour us of that Divine, and, thougl | 
| Refulgent, yer cvermore and more Dit- | 
coyerabic | 
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| coverable Obje&, where Attention and 
' Wonder {till mutually excite and cheriſh 
| each other 2 Whence the zealouſeſt and 


perfecteſt Lovers of God are the glorious 


Angels, of whom our Saviour {ays, Thar 
| in Heaven, th:y always behold the face of his 


Father which is in Heaven : and thoſe ble(- 


| ſed Saints, whoſe imployment, and whoſe 
happineſs is, in the Revelation, expreſt to 
| be, To follow the Lamb whitherſoever. be goes. 
' And thoſe unblemiſh'd Perſons are in 
| that place recorded to have kept them- 
' ſelves Undefiled by mortal Beauties ; to 
| teach us, that the nearer and clearer In- 
tuition, that Heaven afiords them of the 
| glorious ObjeCt of their Paſſion, was not 
| the Cauſe of it, bur the Recompence ; 
| and that whilſt they liv'd Exiles here on 
Earth, *'rwas fuch a ſpeculation, as I am 


recommending (Lizdamor) to You, where- 
wich they liv'd (ro borrow the Expreſit- 


on uſed of Moſes) as ſreing him who i it 


viſitle ; a Sight, whole Glory made them 


| look or fading Beaurics, with as unda- 


zc1'd and untroubl'd Eyes, as Eagles can 


' be ſippos'd to cait on Glo-worms when 


they have been newly gazing on tne 
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Seraphick Love. 'F 
this ſublimeſt of objes, I ſhall deſire, | 
that all that I have faid to divert your 
former flames, and all that may fay to| 
depreciate and diſcredit thoſe degrading | 
and diſquieting Amours, that are wont to} 
inveagle Mortals, may be lookrt upon as 
meant, rather by way of Preparative, than| 
of Motive, aiming but to difabule and} 
redifie your Mind, that with compos'd 
and unprepoſicts'd rhoughts, you may} 
judge of the Object 1 propole to you. 
Which, to qualifie you to be but impar-F 
tial to, this merhod ſeem'd expedient ;| 
being bur imploy'd upon ſuch a {core, as} 
that on which the Platonilts ule ro pre-F 
miſe certain virtues, which they ( ſigniti-F 
cantly enough) call'd Purgative, to dif- 
pole and fir the mind for the reception of 
{ublimer truths. As Phyitcians to clear 
the ſight are wonr to purge the Head, | 
that the Eye freed from all darkning and} 
ciiguiling Tindures, may the more per-F 
tectly cifcern rhe objects preſented to it.| 
And certainly, the Love I would perſuade, 
is of a nature, that makes nothing more| 
conducive to it than the greateſt uncloud| 
ednels of the Eye,and the periecteit illuſtra- 
tion of the Object: which 1s ſuch, that rhe} 
cicarctt reaſon is the molt auyancageousf 
___ . Lignrh 


Seraphick Lov?. 
Light it can defire to be ſeen by. You 
know the Story of that witty Wench, who 
us'd merrily to with her Lover all good 
Qualities, but a good Underſtanding ; for 
That, ſaid ſhe, would make them out of 
Love with me. The Divine Object, to 
which I would Prefer you, Lindamor, is 
{o far from being obnoxious to a Danger 
of that Nature, that I need not Diſpa- 
rage any other to Enamour you of this. 
For, the Creator is too full of Excellens 
cies tonced to be recommended or ſer oft 
by the Creature's Defedts. He was So« 
veraignly Lovely in Himſelf, before they 
had a Bcing ; nor has his giving us that 
Pailion call'd Love, made him the un- 
fitter Object for it. To love God, bur he- 
cauſe your Miltriſs has perſonal faults, is 
a greater, than any of thoie for which 
you have declin'd her ; and is ſuch a So- 
leciſm in Seraphick Love, as it were in the 
Perſian Religion,(for that has yet embra- 
cers in the Ealt, as thole, that have there 
convers'd with them, aſſure me) to make 
the Spots that blemijh rhe Moon their 
Motives of their worſhipping the Sun, 
Hermione is a Lady, to whole nobie Re- 
lations I am too much a Seryant, not ta 


haye a Reſpect for Her ; and I cannor; 
$ W.,thonk: 


Seraphick Love. 


without concluding her an Extraordinary 
perſon, remember how lately ſhe enjoy'd 
the honour of Captivating Lindamer ; and 
though the has ſince, by injuriouſly De- 
clining, juſtly forfeited the glorious Ti- 
tle of his Miltriſs ; yet the Qualities, that 
gavc it her, made me, among divers 0- 
thers, like her {o well, that 'tis now my 
Quarrel to her, that the Is not whar the 
Was. And therefore whatever may fall 
from my Pen to her diſadvantage, re- 
lates to Her bur as ſhe was, or may again 
be, an Obſtacle ro your devotedneſs to 
Saraphick Love. To ingage you to which, 
(all rhis notwithſtanding, Zindamor) I 
I muſt do vou the right to tell you, that 
God deſerves the higheſt Elevation of your 
Love, though Hrmimne had not rejected 
it. Were ſhe not only as Handſome as 
you fancy'd her, but as Conſtant as you 
wiſhed her, ber Beauty, and her Friendſhip 
roo concurri:i,,couid not have made her 
other than as Diladvantageous as Inju- 
rious, a Rival unto God; and, in the ve- 
ry Fruicion of a: obliging Returns as her 
Kindneſs could haye made your Paſſion, 
ſhe would have deſerv'd but a more 
moderate Degree of it. Angels, to 
whom Women were never falſe, or cru- 
el 
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| &, love their Maker above all things : 
and he to whom Sr. Fo4z preſents his Ado= 
ration, refuſed it for himſelf to direct ir 
unto God. Would not your ſelf, Linda- 
mer, have thought your #:rmion? ablo- 
lutely handſome, rhough Moors had not 
worn the Devils Livery ; and the thing 
call'd deformity, had been as much a 
ſtranger, as it 15 unwelcome to her Sex? 
tis true, ſuch is our frailty, thar, As the 
| ſſraclites needed a cruel and oppreſlive 
Bondage in Eeypr, to make them reſolve 
- on returning. to the Bleiſed Land of Ca- 
naan ; {o oftentimes, the amorous Soul 
| needs the harſh uſage of a diſdainful Mi- 
{triſs, ro diſguſt it with its Thraldom, and 
make it aſpire to its more genuine and 
latisfying obje&t. I may therefore allow 
Hermione's defects to have given you free- 
dom and occaſion to conſider the Prero- 
 gatives of Seraphick Love : bur I muſt nor 
allow them to be the chief Motives of 
your embracing it. For, it were too 1n- 
| jurious to its glorious object, to make 
that bur the refuge of a defeated Paſſion, 
whoſe tranſ{cendency Entitles it to more 
| than the moſt eleyated and entire one. 
Alas, God needs not theſe beggerly 
| Parallels with any fading Objects, to be- 
C3 come 
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come that of our dilabus'd Devotion, and | 


he were lovely without Compariſon, as 
well as he is {o far above it. And though 
I be not ſo unjuit to deny, that there 
are Ladics (ſome of which TI have the 
Happineſs not to be unknown to my ſelf) 
whoſe Excellencies are capable to enno- 
ble their whole Sex : Yet their greateſt 
Accompliſhments, compar'd to His Perfe- 
ctions, whoſe Gifts they are, are in that 
Eclipling company, as inconſpicuous as 
rhe faint Qualitics of more ordinary per- 
lons. As when in a clear Morning, the 
Riſing-Sun vouchſafes to viſit us, as well 
thoic bright Stars that did adorn our He- 
miſphere, as thoſe dark ſhades rhar did 
benight it, vaniſh : Conſonantly wherc- 
unto, give me leave to obſerve to you, 
Lindamor, that though divers of God's 
Attributes, are , through his goodneſs, 
participated by his Creatures, yer the Scri- 


pture makes lo vait a deſparity berwixt 


tac Excellencies that it aſcribes ro Men, 


and the ſame perfeftions conkderd as| 
they exilt in God, thar it ſeems abſolurte-| 


iy ro exclude Created Beings from any 
Title to thoſe Attributes ; becauſe rhey 
potleſs them bur in a way fo inferior to 
that tranſcendent, peculiar, and Divine 


; 
mannet; 
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manner, in which they belong to God. 
Th.s our Saviour ſays to him that (ta- 
king him bur for a Man) call'd him good, 
Why calleſt thou me 7004 2 thre is non? good Pa 
but one, (that is,) God, Thus St. Paul 
calls God (or Chriſt; the only Potentare, 2 Tim. 6. 
uby:s Jv25%5, though the Fart be ſhared '5 
by ſeveral Porentates ; and cven the de- 
yout Ennuch in the Acts, and the depo- agg, 
ſed Grandees mentioned by rhe Bleſſed Euk-i. 5. 
Virgin in her Canticle, are, in the Ori- 
2inal, ſtyled Potentates. Thus, though 
there be wiſe Virgins as well as foolith ; *?*-*5-5 
and though our Saviour tells us, That the 
Children of this World, are, in their Genera- 
tions, wiſer than the Children of Light : Yet 
S. Pail {cruples not to. term his Maker, CEOs 
The only wiſe God ; and thus he el{ewhere * 
Paraphraſes him, Ze that hath only im- 
mortality, though Angels and humane 
Souls be Dearkfeſs. In ſo incommunica- 

le a manner does the Superiority of .. 
God's Nature make him poſleſs thoſe ve- :2. 
ry Exccllencics, which the Dittuſeſivencſs 
of his Goodneſs, makes him pleaſed to 
Communicate. I am the more zealous, 
Lindamor, to transfigure your Love in- 
ro Devotion, (which IT muſt defire you 
to look upon but as a vary'd name for 


C 3 Se 


Luk. 16.8 


Mm. 6, 


Seraphick Love. 


Seraphick Lov?) becauſe I have obſerved 
your Paſſion to have been extremely im- 
patient of Confinement, and to have 
eſteem'd whatever may be term'd limits 
ro be Priſons. Few therefore can need 
more, or deſerve better, an Object for 
their Love,for which too immenſe a vaſl- 
neſs were impollible. And ſich a one 
is God, whoſe Soveraign perfections 
render him {o uncapable of being lov'd 
too much, that the molt a{piring Paſſion 
can ſcarce arrive ({o much,as) to icfien its 
diſproportion to the Object. Other Paſlt- 


ons, like other Rivers,are moit lik'd when | 


they calmly flow within their wonted 
Banks : but of Seraphick Love, as of Ni- 
{us the very Inundations might be de- 
ſirable, and his ovcifiowings make him 
the more welcome. For mortal Beau- 
ties, our Paſlions are hike our ſelves: 
if our Stature chance to excecd a cer- 
tain {1ze or Standard, it makes us mon- 
ſtrous; but Devotion is like a flawleſs 
Diamon«!, where the bigneſs Taxes the 
value, and the unuſual bulk both rares 
and inhances the Luſtre and the Price. To 
give God all our love is the greateſt Com- 
mand borh of the Law and Goſpel (in its 
capacious and teeming Womb , both 
Coms 
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Compriſing and Cheriihing all rhe other 
Services God requires) and that there 1s 
not more exatted of us, is not, that an 
Addition were Culpable, but becaule it 
1s Impoſſible. So noble is the Nature 
of Devotion, that it admits of failings, 
but by one of the Extreams, which is 
that of Defect. For, Mediocrity, (whole 
Othce 'tis to reſtrain us from approach- 
ing the utmoſt Limits) which in other 
Paſlions 1s an Exceilence, is here an Im- 
perfetion. Or at leaſt, if Mcdiocrity be 
that which creates Pailions, Virtues, the 
Mediocrity of this Love muſt conlift in 
the Boundleſsnets of ir, fince that 1s it 
which makes it molt a Virtue. "The Man 
, : ME Pſal. 42. 1 - 
after God's own heart, is not afraid to cis 
own even to his Maker, an Ardency of 57 5/4 
of Love for Him, which muſt be expreſt Senor. 
by the ſignificanr Metaphor of "Thirſt ; {1,09 
and that tuch a Thirſt too, as makes the 77 19 
panting Hart (by Naturaliſts obſerved to 1ib. 4 purt. 
be a very Dry Creature) Eray (as Tremem- 'P 7 
ber the Hebrew hath ir) for thoſe refre- 
thing ſtreams, whoſe want diſtreſles and 
reduces her to an almolt gaſping Condi- 
tion : My very Seul (faith he) thirfteth for verk. 2. 
God, And we know , that Thirſt is 
got only 10 yiolent an Appetite, that it 
C 4 leſſens 


F7al.119. 
153. 


iIbidem, v. 
126, 
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leſſens the Wonder of that Monarch's 
Bargain, whom Hiſtory records to have 
parted with his Kinzdom for a Cup of 
Water : But thirſt doth ſo confine our 
Longings to what it craves, that nothing 
elſe can ſatisfie them. The wealth of both 
the dies would not excuſe the want of 
anceded Cup, ſuppoſe their Poſleſſor tor- 
mented with an Appetite, which cannot 
be quench'd but by Drink. To which I 
mult add, that the uneaſine(s of unrelic- 
ved Thirſt, is not, like that of other in- 
conveniencies, leſlen'd by Continuance, 


but grows by Laſting, the more Unſup- | 


portable. The ſame inſpir'd Poet fcru- 
ples not allo to profeſs ſo {enſfible and ſo 
Active a Concern for God's Intcreſts, that 
the zeal of God's Flonſe had eaten him up ; 
and hugely troubled he is, that others 
arc not afteted with the ſame Zeal. 7 bes 
ped days he) the Tranſereſſors, and was grie= 
wed, becauſe they kept Aot thy Word. Nay, 
Rivers of Waters, {ays he, run down mine 
Eyes, becauſe they kept not thy Law ; and, to 
manifeit how much the tenderneſs and un- 
rclervdaneſsof his Love, made him think 
thoic his Friends or Encmies, that were 1o 
ro God,/Mze eyes (fays he) ſhall be upon: the 
faithful of the Laad, that they may dwell with 
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me : He that walketh perfect in the way, he 
ſhall ſerve me. Do not T hate them, O Lord, 
that hate Thee, and am not T grieved with thoſe, 
that riſe up again3t Thee 2 T hate them with 
a perfett hatred, I connt them mine enemies. 
At this Rate did pious David love his 
Maker ; but he was ſo far from thinkin 

this Rate Exccſhve, that, tranſported by the 
Senſe of his Perſonal Diſability, ro pay 


- that Divine Object all the Love that his 


Perfettions merired ; he 1s not content 
to rouſe up all his own Faculties to Praiſe 


23 


Pſal. 


139% 


21, 23. 


God, (Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and all Fl. 103. 


that is within me bleſs his Holy Name) bur 
hc invites all the Godly to aſſiſt him in 


the Payment of ſo vaſt a Debt. (Lowe PR. 117. 


the Lord all ye Saints, for ec.) And again, *' 


I 


(Praiſe the Lord, all ye Nations, praiſe hins Phal. 138. 


all ze People.) And not content neither fre- 
quently to do this, as may appear by 
very many Patiages of his Sacred Poems, 
hc extends his Invitation to the Angels, 
and all the other Hoſts of God, and con- 
cindes the Book of Plalms, with a, ;Let 
every thing that hath breath praiſe the Lord. 
Hallelujah. 


— 


Nor does it invalidate what has now 5. 4. 


been delivered, that ſome Men have, 
even by Deyout Perſons, been blam'd 
| for 


Seraphick Love. 


for too much Devorion : for, it was not an 
exceſs of Love ; but a want of Diſcreti- 
on, that was guilry of their Faults ; The 
Expreſſions of our Love to God ought to 
be regulated, not by our blind and wild 
Phancies, but by his revealed Will, (as 
Chriſt {ays, If you love me, keep my Com- 
mandments) and therefore it 1s very poſit 
ble ro be Too devout, not becauſe any 
Expreſſion of Seraphick Love can be made 
with too much Ardency, whillt 'tis con- 
ſider'd abſtractedly in it {elf, and irrela- 
tively to thereſt ; Bur becauſe rhat there 
being ſeveral Duties of Love, which re- 
quire an Ardency of it, "tis injurious to 
excrciſe all that in one alone, or a few, 
that belongs equally to the neglected 
others, Wz2 muſt not (as too many 
Profeſſors are now wont to do, of 
whoſe Error you may receive a fuller 
account in ſome other Papers) dalh in 
pieces the two Tables of the Law againſt 
one another; But mult {fo {ove God with 
all our h:arts, as to love our Neighbour as our 
ſelves. You know what our Saviour {aith 


to the Phariſecs, that Tithed Mint, and 


Cummin, with a neglect of Judgment , 
Mercy, and Faith, thoſe weightier matters 
of the Law; 7 heſe ought you (*d) to have 
aone, 


Seraphick Leve, 


done, and not to leave the other nndone. And, 
indeed, this Partiality, Lindamer, which 
makes us diſplay ſo much of the i{trength 
and vigor of our Spirits in {ome Favourite- 
Duties, that we can bur languidly and 
perfunctorily perform thole others we are 
lels fond of, begets in Devotion a Di- 


ſeaſe, not unlike that new one in Chil- 


dren we call the Rickets, which {ome Lear- 
ned Phycians do not improbabiy conceive 
to ariſe from the uncqual Nuzrition of 
the parts. Far, though none of them re- 
ceive exceſlive Nouriihment, yet tome of 
chem receiving as much as is convenient 
for them, and thereby growing up to 
their natural bigneſs, whilſt others are 
leſs nourith'd than {were the Body health- 
ful) they woula be, do grow 1o little, 
that the ſounder parts {ſeem over- 
grown, and ſo the diproportion betwixr 
them and the Ricketiag ones, makes 
the whoie Body they Compole mithap- 
pen and unwcilly. Burt, Lindaner , 
this proves. not that we can love God 
too much, but on:y that we may im- 
ploy roo mich of that Love, in this 
or that way of Expreiling it. Whiltt 


we are (as Job ſpeaks) Inhabitants of theſe jop. , iy 


houſ:s of clay, there are many Duries, 
Which 
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which do as well Challenge an intenſity | 


of our Aﬀections, as thoſe which relate 
more immediately ro God. As St. Paul 
tells us, that there is aiFerence berwixt 
Married and Single perſons, the Aﬀecti- 


ons of the one being atLiberty to devote | 


themſelves more undiſtrattedly to God, 


nA Wwawmi ft AM 
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whereas thoſe of the other are diſtracted; 


(as Adam's were, betwixt his Maker and 
his Rib.) Burt, where a dire& and imme- 


diate Expreſſion of love to God dcfrauds | 
not any other Duty, taere it 1s free from | 


the danger of Exceſs. Though Prayers | 
may eatily be too long, and Fatts grow | 


exorbitant ; yer Chriſt could ſpend the 
whole Night in Prayer, and Faſt forty 
days withour immoderateneſs, when 
the other Expreſiions of his Love to his 
Father, and the other Exerciſes of his 
Mediatory Function , were not there- 
by diſturb'd, but further'd and promo- 
red. And fo Eljah might inculpably 
faſt long, when that fa{ting did not dif; 
able him to protecute his Journey to the 
Mount of God ; and though juſt men 
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here on Earth muit expreſs their Love 


to their Maſter by (thar buſie diſtract- 
ing, and remoter way of Service) trade- 
ing with his Tatenrt truſted to them ; 


yer 
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yet when their diveſture of Morality diſ- 


penſes them from thoſe laborious and 
avocating Duties to diſtreſſed Chriſtians, 


and their own ſecular Relations, which are 


here requiſite to be perform'd ; their glo- 
rify'd Spirits may now, without any im- 
moderate Devotion, imploy, Iſay nor, 
their time, but their Eternity it {elf in 
conyerſing with God, and following the 
Lamb whitherſoever he goes. And con- 
gruouſly lobſerve, that the four Myſte- 
rious Beaſts, allow'd to approach neareſt 
to the Throne of God, though their 
many wings, and more numerous eyes, 
intimate them of a very active Nature, 
arc repreſented to us in the Apocalyple, 
as addicted bur to one Imployment, cea- 
ling neither day nor night from ſaying, Holy, 
Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty; and from 
giving Glory, and Honor, and Thanks unto 
him. And of theſe that have whited their 
Robes in the Blood of the Lamb, this Ac- 
count is in the ſame Book given us, hat 
they are beforc the Throne of God, and ſerve 
him day and night in his Temple. So true 
is it, that no degree of Seraphick Love 
can be Exceſſive, nay, not any Expreſ- 
fon of it immoderats, unleſs it be made 
ſo, not by its greatnels, bur by its uſur- 
pation, 
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pation, whereby it either ingroſles or in- 
vades what belongs to its injur'd and lan- 
guiſhing Aſſociates. Our Love unto the 
Creatures is a Preſent, but unto God it 
is a Tribute, and though we may cafily 
play the Prodigal in parting (over-freely) 
with our Gifts, we can ſcarce be {o in 
the Payment of our Debts; for , be the 
Sums never ſo vaſt we pay away, their 
being due, in ſpite of their being great, 
makes the Disburſment too much an Act 
of Juſtice, to be one of Profuſeneſs. Se- 
raphick Love, (whoſe Pal. ionatenels is its 
beſt Complexion) has then moſt ap- 
proach'd its nobleſt meaſure, when it can 
lealt be mealur'd : nor ought its extent 
to admit any other limits, than an utter 
diſability to exceed thoſe that terminate 
it. For he alone loves God as much as 
he ought, that loving him as much as 
he can, itrives to repair the deplor'd 
imperfection of that Love, with an ex- 
treme regret to find his Love no greater. 
Such a tublimity of Love will beſt En- 
title you the Conloiation accruing from 
that memorable paſſage of St. Fohn, 
where he {ays, that God i Love, and 
he that dwelleth in Love dwelleth in God, 
had God in him, which ſupplies Jme with a 
forcible 
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forcible Inducement, to invite you to an 
eager aſpiring to a Tranſcedency in De- 
votion, ſince jt may render Self-denial 


| fo eaſie, that "twill (at laſt) almoſt di- 


veſt that Name. For, this {ublimer Love 
being, by an intimate Conjunction with 
its Object, wholly devored to it, and 
throughly refined from all bale droſs of 
Selfiſhneſs and intereſt, nobly begets a 
a moſt ftrict Union of our Wills with 


| God's (or rather) a perfect Submillion of 


the one to the other. And thus, when it 
is become your Will to obey His, no 
Diſpenſations of Providence will immo- 
derately diſquiet you, for you poſleſs 
your Withes in General, and in Bulk, 
though poſlibly not always in Retail. 


| For, your chiefeſt Defire being to ſee 


your Maker's Will fulflfd, your know- 
ledge of his being the Sovereign and un- 
controll'd Diſpoter of the Events, aſſures 
you, that all Accidents that can befall 
you, are but exact Accompliſhments of 


| his Will, and conſequently of Yours, ſo 
| far forthas thar is included and compriz'd 
in His. When you have Relign'd, or ra- 


ther Conſign'd, your expropriated Wiil (if 


| I may fo call it) ro God, and thereby (as 
| it were) entruſted him to Will for you; 


all 


| Chriſt did of thole of the two alpiring Dil- 
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alt his Diſpoſals of, and his Diſpenſations' 
rowards you, are, i! effect, the Acts of 
your own Will, with the advantage of ? 
their being Directed and Specified by Him. | 
An advantage that does at once aſſure you| 
both of their Rectirude and Succels.| 
God's Wiſdom, Power, and Love to you| 
conſider d, how much more happy muſt} 
you be in your Options of his chuling 
tor you, than your immediate own 2 The 
Patient thinks himſelf obliged to grati- 
fic his Phyſician for chuſing for him whath. 
lorts of Meat he is tr feed on ; though 
the Doctor be wont ro make ſuch af 
choice for him, as deprives him of the 
Dijhes he bet likes, and oftentimes con- 
fines him to thole he Loaths. Alaſs, How 
often might God ſay of our Requeſts, as 
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ciples, 7e know not what ye ask 2 ] admire, | 
and bluſh to read in an Heathen Saryriſt 
fo Heavenly a Leſſon, as, 


Fermittes ipſis expendere Numinibus, | 
quid | 

Conveniat movrs, rebuſque fit utile no*Þ 
fires : 

Nam fro Jucundis Uiilia queque das 
bunt Dy, 
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Charior eft ills homo, quam fibi nos 
animorum 

Impulſu , & tata pravaque cupiaine 
Ducti, 

Kx0715 ; 


Conjugium petimus partumque 
at ills 

Wotum, qui pheri, qualiſque futura fit 
4x07. 


Unto the wiſer Gods the care per- 
mit, | | 

Of what's for us and our Afﬀairs moſt 
Fit. 

They will for pleaſant things the Beſt 
confer ; 

To whom Man is, than to himſelf, 
more dear. 

We by our blinder Paſſions led a- 
ſtray, 

Do for a Wife perhaps or Ghildren 

ay : 

Which th&y may chance refuſe us our 
of Love, 

Knowing what bpth the Wife and 
Boys would prove. 


The Conſideration of which made 


a Heathen Philoſopher ſay, That he was 
wont only in general terms to beg 


Good things of the Gods, leaving it to 
them 
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them to determine what things were 
good for him. And indeed our .own 
Wiſhes are but too commonly as blind as 
Rach-"s, who having to eagerly longed 
for Children, thar jhe impariently cries, 
Give m? Children, or elſe T aye, died in 
Child-bearing : And as deſtructive to the 
Withers, as their Longings prov'd to the 
murmuring /ſraelites, who loathing the 
wholclome Manna, (that Bread of Anzels) 
Go: had provided for them, are their 


own Bane 1n rhe Fleſh they had fo gree- þ 


dily laſted for. Thus, Li»-damor, that {o 
afirighting Virtue of Self-denial proves 


to be litric more than a Son's Letter of | 


Attorney to his Father, of whoſe pater- 


1al Kindneſs and conſummate Abilities | 
in the management of Afﬀairs, his confi- þ 


dence amounts unto a certainty, Nay, till 
my fecond Thoughts check'd the over- 


forward Impetuolity of my firſt, T was a-| 
bout to add, Since God reſents an infinite Þ 
fatisfaction in the Accompiiſhment of his | 
own Will, your Making over your whole | 
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Will ro God, will impart to you thar Fe- | 
licity, proportioned to the degree of the 
Reſignment. And as the Eye, whiltt by the 


Oprick Nerve ty'd unto the Head, 1o 
ching'd, can taſte D-lights, which it 1s 
dead 
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{ dead to, being once {ever'd from it, though 
7 (otherwiſe) it enjoy the beſt Condition 
| as | of which its inanimate Nature can be 
7 ſupposd to be capable : So may your 


| Will by an Identity or Sameneſs (in Ten- 


| Makers, as 'twere Engrafted into Gods, 
; receive a new and enlarged Capacity , 


the | which will enable you to contain and re- 


els) 
Ncir 
ree- 


DYCS 
r of 
\cer- 
1t1CsS 
On fl- 
, till 
VCr- 
15 A- 
intc 
- 1s 


hole | 
| {o bold a Sally, yer I dare withour ſcru- _ 


tc Fe- 


| liſh Joys, highly tranſcending thoſe , 
| which the fulleſt Fruition of your private 
Wiſhes were able to create. Thus Self- 


it {0 | denial is a kind of Holy Aſſociation with 


| God, and (by making you his Partner) 
| intereſſes you in all his Happineſs and 
Acquiſitions. And confonantly we ſee 
' that Glorify'd Saints and Bleſſed Angels, 
: Whoſe Will have the moſt exquiſire and 
| exact Conformity to Gods, enjoy a Hap- 
pineis moſt approaching his ; whereas 
| the Apoſtate Spirits, in a confirm'd re- 
| Pugnancy to his Will, find the extremity 
of wretchednels. : 

But though I dare not own, Lindamor, 


the 
7 the 
16 
10 15 


lead 


| ple improve the Diſcourſe that preceed- 
Jed it, to make our to you an advanta- 
gcous ditierence of Seraphick Lowe from 
ordinary Flames. For, he that makes, 

D 2 a pre- 


: dency, though not in Nature) with your 
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a Preſent of his Heart t6 any Mortal | 
Beauty, even by her welcoming it, and | 
Lodging it with her own, grows ſubje&to | 
have it wounded in her Breaſt. Thoſe miſ- | 
fortuncs reach him that would otherwiſe | 
terminate in her : Her aftlictions torment | 
him, whilſt his own reprieve him; and F 


the Felicity of two Perſons grows requi- 
tite ro make one Happy. The letting 
out our Love to mutable Objects, doth 
but inlarge our Hearts, and make them 


the wider marks for Fortune, and capa- 


bie of being wounded in more places : 


for, aithough Love may as well make us 
participate the Joys, as reſent the infeli- Þ 
citics of the parties lov'd ; yer even the 
zealt unhappy Perſons do in ſo fickle and} 
to tempeſtuous a Sca, as we all find this | 


World, meet with ſo many more either 
crols Winds, or ftormy Guſts, rhan pro- 
{perous Gales ; and we are {o much more 
{enſible of Pain than Plcaſare, (an aching 


Corn, though leſs than a Sickneſs, unfit- 
ting us to reliſh the etherwiſe perfectÞ 


heaxch of the whole Body) that even 
Friendihip ir (elf though a munch calmer at- 
fection than Love, ought ro be declin'd as 
injurious to our quicr, did we conſider 
ir bur as a Partnerſhip of Fortunes, not 
an 


| Seraphitk Love. 3s 
1d | a8 exerciſe of Virtues, But he, whoſe 
| wiſer Love ſettles it {elf 'on God, js not 
i | only by the Immurable, and even Effen- 
ic | tial Happineſs of chat adorable Olyeet, 
ne ſecurd from participated Infelicities; but 
ad | finds his perſotal Croſſes and Diftreſles 
| ſweetned by conſidering , that what he 
» | moſt Loves is moſt Happy, and as able 
">| as willing in due time to make him fo. 
' And though S:raphick Love makes us par- 
| rake but God's Felicities, yer his accep- 
pa- x | 

|| rance of it makes him reſent our ſorrows : 
'Þ 1» all their afflictions he was afflicted, {ays Eta. 64.4. . 
4;. | che Prophet of Ged, and of rhe 7ſraclires. 

| And ſo the Son of God; ( who is ſo much 

nd| One with thoſe that love him, that both 
| he as the Head,and they as the Members 


his : | 

are ſometimes, as making up one Body, 

het cal'd by one Name, Chriſt ) though as 

"I y » CY) BI aS 1 Cor. 12, 


| high as Heaven above the reach of perſo- Is 
ing nal or immediate perlecutions, call d out 
67. 50 Saul for an intention of harming thoſe 
| that lov'd him, Saul, Saul, why perſecnteft 
thos me > And to demonſtrate the tender- 
neſs of this compaiſion , the Propher 
lays to the return'd /ſraelites, concerning 
God, 7: that toucheth Jou toucheth the 93" FM 
Apple of his Eye, Nor is God's Com- 
paſſion like a Miſtreſles, a grieying only, 
LY-3 ant 
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always when it is moſt defired ; bu: 
when it is moſt fit; and when that 
is, he thar hath at once all preſent 
paſt, and future things in his proſped 
is fitteſt to determine. Chriſt's word 


AR 1, 7,0 his Diſciples, (/t x xot for you to _ 
th 


and an uſeleſs Pity, whereby the ſuffer-| 
ing Lover is oftentimes, leſs comforted, 
} as it proceeds from her kindneſs,than af-| 
flicted, becaule it breeds her diſquiet ; but} 
God's is a Compaſlion, though Active, 
yes Serene, and worthy of himſelf, which, 
without producing the diſcompoſure, pro-| 
duces the Effects of the moſt ſenfible} 
Pity, by engaging him to a timely ref 
lief and reſcu : As that freſhly mentioned} 
Expreſſion, /» all their afflictions he wa 
affiicted, is immediately followed by, ani 
the Angel of his preſence ſaved them ; in hif 
love, and in hs pity he redeemed them, ani 
he bare them and carried them all the days ff 
old., Yes, this Pity, for its not diſturb} 
ing God's Happineſs, enclines him not 
the leſs to expreſs a Senſe of our Miſcries| 
and makes us find (to uſe a Scriprurc 
Phraſe,as I would render it) 4c &; 4x 
Reb. 416. Cou24ar (Grace for an opportune relief, 1 lay 
with the Divine Writer, as opportune Of 
ſeaſonable relief 5 becauſe it comes nol 
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the Times or the Seaſons, which the Father 


hath put in hs own power) are applicableto 
more Caſes than that which occaſion'd 
them. The Canaanitiſh Woman mult put Mu. 727. 
up a Refuſal, and the Reproachful name 
of a Dog, (which yet by the way, was a 
Paraphraſe commonly enough us'd by the 
Jews of the Heathen, and as ſuch was 
underſtood by this '»«ri« Gentile not Greek.) Le 
The Jſraelites (compriſing the Patriachs kph 
their Progenitors) ' were reduced to Walt 4, the 
Four hundred and thirty years, e're they 1% win 
were introduced into the Promis'd Land ; ©2"9-> 
and during a great part of that long 
ſpace of rime, languiſh'd and groan'd 
under the heavy Burthens, and other as 
heavy Preſiures, of the as cruelly as un- 
ſucceſsfully Politick Azyptians. St. Paul fick. 28. 
himſelf pray'd the Lord thrice for the rc- 12, 
moval of that rude 94iav 74 ug #iv> Thorp 7* 
to the fiſh (whatever that may mean ) 
Nay, of the Bleſſed Virgin-Mother her Luk. 2.48. 
{elf, her Divine Son would not be found 
till rhe third Day, though the fought him 
lorrowing. And Lazarws,to wWhom,even 
during his Sickne(s, he vouchlafed (a 
Title, ro which all Ce{ars were but Tri- 
fles) the ſtyle of Friend, which emboid- 1. :1. -. 
ned the pious ry to Paraphrale him 

D .1 by 


Gil 3.17. 
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by a, He whom thou low ſt ) was permitted 
not only to Lye a dying, but to Die; 
his Reſcue being deferr'd, till it was 
thought impoſſible ; and was ſo indeed F 
to any leſs Power than Omnipotence. þ 
Which manifeſts, that as no degree of þ 
Diſtreſs is unrelievable by his Power, ſo | 
no Extremity of it is inconſiſtent with his | 
Compaſſion, no, not with his Friendſhip. | 
He whole Spirit inſpired the Prophets, is | 
in the laſt of them repreſented under the | 
notion ofa Refiner : and 'tis not the cuſtom Þ 
of Refiners to ſnatch the belov'd Meral, | 
out of the Fire, as ſoon as it feels the vio- 
lence of that purifying Element, nay, nor Þ 
as ſoon as it 15 Melted by it, bur rhey let Þ 


it long endure the brunt of rhe active 


Flames, actuated by exciting Blaſts, rill it I 
have ſtood its due time in the Fire, and | 
there obtain'd its full Purity and Splendor. | 


And I hope, you will give one that con- 
verſes with Furnaces, though he be no Pre- 


tender to the Philoſophers Stone, lcave ro | 
1mplore a Chimical Metaphor,and obſerve, 
chat though in Afflictions, eſpecially Na- | 
tional or Publick Calamities, God often- 


times ſeems to make no diſtinction be- 
twixt the Objects of his Compaſſion, 
and thoſe of his Fury, indiſcriminately 
yvyolving 


Seraphick Love. 


| involving them in the ſame Deſtiny ; 
; | yer his Pre-ſcience and intentions make a 
vaſt difference, where his Infliftions do 
| not ſeem to make Any : As, when on the 
| ſame Teſt, and with the {elf-ſame Fire, 
we urge as well the Gold, as the blended 
| Lead, or Antimony ; but " fore-know- 
ing and deſigning ſuch a difparity in the 
| Events, as to Conſume the ignobler Mi- 
' nerals, or blow them off into Droſs or 
| Fumes, and make the Gold more pure and 
| full of Luſtre. 

It is true, Zindamer, and (not tobeſul- 5-5. 6. 


pected of Partiality towards a Love which 


| fo little needs it, to be thought fit ro be 
| preferr'd before all other Paſiions) I 1hall 
acknowledge it, that the Happinels reſul- 
ting from thole many Prerogatives, I have 


ndeavour'd to diſcover to you in a Tran- 


| ſcendent degree of Seraphick Love, is mo- 


derated by the Effects of that Sublimiry) 
the Eager Dclires it creates of a more com- 


pleat Fruition, of its perfect and Divine 
| Object. Suck alpiring Sallies of the long- 
| ing Soul mace the languiſhing Spoule 1n 
| the Capticles cry out, Stay me with Flage C2: 5. 


gons, comfort me with Apples, for I am ſick of 
Love. Such made the raviſh'd Apoſtle 


deſire to rctura ( for lo I ſhould rather Pail. ©.23- 


tranſlate 


; 40 Seraphick Love. 
' tranſlate the word, * 2%, there, and 


| i *I find it elſewhere to ſignifiec) and to tf ; 
| with Chriſt : And the inf{pir'd Poet thug 
| | _ expreſſes his Longings to the Bleſſed Oby 7 
Fu 42.1, ject of them, As the Hart panteth after thi. 

: x wat”r-brooks, ſo panteth my Soul after thee, Of , 
| God. My Soul thirſteth for God, for the lf 1 
inz God: when ſhall T come and appear by . 

fore Ged > Bur Lindamor, it was fit that nf , 

elevate our thoughts and wiſhes to Hef , 

ven, tome peculiar, and elſewhere IncomP x 

municable degree of Joy, ſhould be reÞ ; 

jerv'd for us there. And 'tis a goo j 

Sign, and fnch as worldly Objects cannop R 

boaſt, when rhe Incompleatnels of our ScF þ 

rapluck Lover's happineſs in his FruitionsÞ 

procceds not from their want of Satisfaf ;, 

ctorineſs, but his want of an entire Pol {; 

{effion of them. And let me tell youg , 

Lind amor, that even this uncaſic State, of , 

Separation,is {weetned withas much Allayp - 

as$15 conli{tent with its being a Grief. For { 

rhe Divine Evidence and Teacher of Gody ,, 

Love, pronouncing a Thirit after Perle} 

«.. . . tion tobea Title roit, according totholf « 
Scriptures, Bſ:{j-d are thy that hanger and x 

= thirſt after rightcoufa:{s:for thy ſhall be {atisf126 F 

= 2 And, Let him that is athir{} com? and whole | 


wor will det him takeef the water of T.if- freely} 
| alc 
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| and the Foys of Heaven being ſo vall, 
| that they diffuſe their Nature to all the 
| grounded hopes men have to obtam 
| them ; each new affurance is a new degree 
of them, and is acceptable to our hope, 
{ though uneaſie to our deſires. And theſe 
F baitings at compleart Felicity, ſhould 
| not be more unwelcome for rhe preſent 
| dilquiet they ſuppoſe, than the contra- 
| ry for the zeal they argue and the 
| Felicity they promiſe. For this Produ- 
| tion of. the Spirit in our Hearrs may be 
| juſtly rermed as the Spirit himſelf in Scri- 
| prure is, Ayn earneſt ; 
| being ſuch, it confeſſes it {elf nor to be 
| the entire Sum, yer is not only a part of 
'F it, bur a Piedoc 


which though by 


oe: And, Lindamer, how 


f fupportable is this thus qualify'd, Allay 
| of the Joys of Seraphick Love, in compa- 
p rifon of rhe diſquiets, and the torments 


that are wont to attend {ſenſual Love: I 
ihall nor loſe time to enumerate how ma- 
ny it 1s ſuppos'd ro have; ſent to their 
Graves; becauſe, though Itind rthoic Tra- 
gical Stories rife enough in Romances, 


. vert I find them Rarities every where bur 


in thotc fabulous Compoſures; and though 
1 = . o 2 . » 
| 2ave had the Curiotity ro vitt tome oi 


toic Farmer Regions, where the Flames of 


Loye 


2. Cor:5-F. 
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Love are thought tro burn with more 
violence, yet ( bating the Duels and rhe} 
Pox ) I remember not to have obſery'd 
Love to have ever been the death of any 
Man: unleſs, ſpeaking like Philoſophers... 
who make Reaſon the Eſſential Con: F 
{tiruent Form of a Man : we will affirm, J 
that Love, by dethroning Reaſon, thoughſ 
it leave the Lover 2live, doth kill the | 
Man. Bur, though I am loth to pur {of 
bad a Compliment upon Mankind, as to 
lay, That Love 1s wont to deitroy Mens 
Lives; yet Ithink it would be go calumnyÞ - 
to fay, it much ditquiers them. I could 
ask you, How long many a Lover multF 
continuea Servant to purchaſe the Honorſ , 
of being taken notice of to be ſo? And IÞ , 
could recruit thar Queſtion with pretty ,, 
ſtore of others of rhe like nature, bur that] 
1 tuppoſe your Memory will ſave my Pen , 
the labour of repreſenting ro you theſ 
Torments of Love, which they thar feclf , 
thom, would little cſs juſtly chan they dof 
frequently ſtile Marryrdoms, if the great] , 
nets only, without the Caule and Object ot 
Men's tuffcrings, ſuffic'd ro make them} ( 
Martyrs. And though the Condition . 
of Lovers be in Romances {o dexterout- 
ty and delightfully deſcrib'd, that not 
only 


. Seraphick Love. 
jonly ſanguine Readers are tranſported, 
but even I my ſelf have been ſurprized in- 
to inclinations, to admire and envy their 
Felicity ; yet when ſome I was concern'd 
for, have been really concern'd and en- 
\Peag'd inſomeadventures, my envy quick- 
Fly turn'd into pity. For, the Repulles, 
[the Regrets, the Fealouſies, the Fears, the 
| Abſenſes, the Deſpairs, and the reſt ofthe 
| affliting Diſquiets of Lovers ; though in 
 well-writ Romances they are ſoon read 
| over by the diverted Peruſer ; yer they 
| are not ſo ſoon weather'd out, . nor ſo ea- 
fily ſupported by the diſconſolate Lover, 
whoſe Infelicities, though th:y may be 
| perhaps, ſo handſomely deplord, as to 
4 | | delight the Reader ; yet trutt me, Li* 
| damor, "tis a much happier condition ro 
| be free from misfortunes , than to be 
able ro complain eloquently of them. 
And as I have with delighr beheld a 
| Storm excellently drawn by ſom: rare 
Artiſt's Penfil : buc when I was this 
Spring toſt by the rude Winds chat blew 
me our of Holland, 1 found a real Storm 
| a very troubleſome and uneatlie thing : 
| ſo the condition of a Lover , though 

drawn by a ſ{mooth Pen, is went 

ltrangely to affect and pleaſe us ; Fer 
when 


Seraphick Love. | 
when Men are really engaged in it, they | 
find it full of Hardihips and Diſquier. Ir 
is a much better Condition to be look'd 
on than embrac'd; and Experience- gives 
Men of it much ({adder and) more un- 
welcome Notions than Deſcription did. 
Nor Phancy, Lindamor, that the 'Trou- ni 
bleſomenels of your Suffcrings in Love 
proceeded but from their not being ac- 
ceptable to her for whom you endured þ 
them ; for had your Miſtriſs Crown'd ſÞbe 
them with Myrtle, and prov'd as kind di 
to you as Zymen could have made her, Þ 
yet, I fear, ſhe could have recompenc'd be 
you bur by diſabuſing you,and could not 
have freed you from the need of Happi-F 
nets, but only from a miſtake concern- | 
ing it ; For, methinks, Lindamor, moſt 
of theſe Tranſitory Goods, that we are [nu 
lo fond of, may nor unfitly be reſembled th: 
to the Senlitive Plant, which you have Þny 
admir'd at S70zz-Garder ; for as, trough we Ftiy 
Gazc on it with Attention and Won- for 
der, yet, when we come to touch it, Þm: 
the Coy dcelutive Plant immediately Þ vi 
{brinks 1n its difplayed Leaves, and |yc 
Contracts 1c: felf into a Form and Di- Þ/7 
menſions , . difadvantageouſly ditfcring py 
from the former; winch it again re- ſor 
COYErs 
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hey ſtovers by degrees, when touch'd no more: 
. Ito theſe Objects that Charm us at a di- 
þk'd Mance, and whilſt gaz'd on with the 


ve yes of Expectation and Deſire; when a 
un- fmore immediate Poſſeſſion hath put them 
into our Hands, their former Luſtre va- 


Fiſhes, and they appear quite differing 
things from what before they ſeem'd ; 
hough after Deprivation or Abſence hath 
made us forget their Emprineſs, and we 
be reduc'd to look upon them again at a 
diſtance, they recover in moſt Mens eyes 
heir former Beauty ,and are as capable as 
before to inveigle and delude us. I mult ; 
add, Lindamor, that when I compare to 
the Senſitive Plant moſt of tlieſe Tran- 
{irory things, that are flatter'd with the 
Title of Goods, I do not our of that 
are fnumber except moſt Millreiſes. For, 
led Fthough I am no ſuch Enemy to Matruno- 
we ny, as ſome (for want of underilanding 
we the Raillery, 1 have fometnmes us.d in 
On- ordinary Diſcourle) are pleas'v to think 
it, fme, and would not refuſe you my Ag- 
ly Pvice (though I would not to readily give 
nd you my Example) to turn Vortary - to 
2M (/tymen ; yer I have oblery'd fo few Hap- 
ng py Matches, and fo many unfortunate 
re- ones; ana have ſo rarely teen Men love 
JC _ ther 
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their Wives ar the rate they did, whilſt 


they were their Miſtreſſes; that I won- | 
der not that Legiſlators,thought it ne- þ 


cellary to make Marriages indifſoluble, 
ro make them Laſting. And I cannot 
fitlier compare Marriage than to Lot- 
tery ; for in both, he that ventures may 
ſucceed, and may miſs, ang if he draw 
a Prize, he hath a rich Return of his 
Venture : Bur in both Lotteries there 
lies pretty ſtore of Blanks for every 
Prize. And for your particular, Li 
damor, the World is much miſtaken in 
both your Humors, if ermione's and 
Yours be not ſo unſuitable , that ( to 


make haſte from {onice a Subject) had ſhe | 


juſtify'd your expectation of her kind- 
neſs, you would have poſle(s'd the Perfon 
without poſſeſſing the Happineſs you ex- 
peRted : And might have found your ſelf 
as ſenſibly diſappointed by her Grant, 
as you were by her Change. 

Bur I forget, Lindamor , that I re 
ſolv'd not to infiſt on Parallels , and 
therefore, inſtead of proſecuting the 
Diſcourſe my Pen has flipt into, con- 
cerning the advantages of Seraphict, 
compar'd with ordinary Love; I ſhall 
Venture to encourage you to the For- 

mer, 
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mer, by ſhewing you, that your paſt ad- 


| dictedneſs to the latter, may prove ſer- 
| viceable to you in it: Yes, Lindamor, I 
ſhall nor ſcruple to tell you, that your 
| ſtrong paiſion for Z:7miove may not a lit- 
| tle facilitate your Devotion, partly by 


breaking all the Chains, excepting one, 
that faſtned your Afﬀection to unfarisfying 
Objects, and reſtrain'd it from ſoaring to 
the ſublimeſt; and partly, by axalting your 


| Paſſjon to a Height fit for Seraphick Flames. 
| For, Love hath this of Noble, thar it 


makes us diyeſt our ſelves of Selfiſhnels, 


ſlight forrune,quier, ſafety, honour, life, and 


all our own Concernments, when their 


| coming into Competition with the Lov'd 


parties Intereſts, may render their {acriiice 
acceptable to her; and makes us think 
Goods or [lls deſerve thoſe names, bur a3 
they come to us From or Through Her, You 
could {carce have Learn'd a better Leſlon, 
even from a much better Maſter ; for,Loe 
having thus accuſtom'd you to ( whar 13 
thought moſt difficult in that Virtue ) 
the Acts of Self-denial, you need almoſt 
bur Transfer your Flames from an Infe- 
rior and Miltaken, to their True and 
Noblett Object, and you will have ex- 
alted and refined your Loye into Devo- 
I £21; 


Straphick Love. 
tion; to the latter of which, a ſublime 
Elevation of the firſt is ſuch a Diſpoſition, 
as the having formerly, by looſer Airs, and 
( perchance) watiton Songs, learn'd to Im- 
prove and to Command ones V oice, is,to 
the skill of Singing thoſe devout Hymns 
and Heavenly Anthems ; in which the 
Church-Militant {cems ambirious to emu- 
lace the Triumphant, and Eccho back the 
ſolemn Praiſes and Hallelujahs of the Ca- 
leſtial Quire. And, as by Hunting,though 
( poſtibly) we follow but ſome poor fugi- 


_rive Hare, orlome ſuch Trifling Game, we 


g4in that Vigor, that Sufference, and As 
gility, that fits us for the Toils and Mili 
tary Hardihips that are cxacted in the 
puriuir of Glory, and of Empire : So 
though in Love ( Devotion's Prentice- 
i2ip ) the Courted Creature be often 
conſiderable enough, ro make our Ele- 
Ctions fit to be numbred among fuch 
as thoſe that made Love be Painted 
Blind ; yet in the Progreſs and Conduct 
of our Paſlion, we contract {uch dif-in- 
tcrefſed and refign'd Habitudes, as, be- 
ing preterr'd to tferve Caleſtial Objects, 
io excellently qualiftic us for Dcvo- 


tion. And in effedt, a fervent Love. 


leems little leſs than Deyotion mil- 
addreſt, 


©. £2; © w- 
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juſtifying ro themſelves their Adoration 
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addreſt, where our own very expreſſions 
may ſerve to diſabuſe us; For, when 
vou gave your Miltreſs the ſtyle of 
Goddeſs, and talk of nothing to her, 


| but of Oftcring up of Hearts, Adoring,Sa- 


erifices, Martyrdoms ; does not all this 


| imply, that. though ir be {aid ro Her, 'tis 


meant to a Divinity, which is {o much 
the True and Genuine Object of Men's 


| Love, that we cannot exalt thar palſion 
for any other, withour inveſting it with 
| the Notions and Attributes of God? As 


Children diſcloſe the inbred kindneis 
they have for thoſe perſons, by calling 
the Babies they moſt doat upon by their 
dear Mother's, or {ov'd Nurles Names. 
And, as Aaron, and the revolting Jews, by ee 


la the 
: lirrcr of 
of the Idols they had let up by. attributing whict iris 


expretly 


the Title of God to what they had a= iy hr 
dord, did tacitly acknowledge Adoration ** **:t 


WAS Pro- 


| to be due only ro the Deity : {o does a chimed; 


. . as bn bs 
Lover, by naming what he worthips, a To Joh 
Divinity, tacitly confels the Deity to be Apa Pony 


PCCULAT 
the proper Object of that highelt and pe- ne of 
. - . to etirug 

| culiar ſtrain of Worſhip. God 


And this Truth, Lindamor, the very ge, 8. 
ticklene(s of Lovers concurs to tellitic : 
For what Mcn call, and think Incon- 
"6 


ttag- 
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Rancy, is nothing bur a chaſe of perfe& 
3cautics ; which our Love fruitlefly fol- 
lows and ſeeks in ſeveral Objects, be- 
cauie he finds it not entire in any One ; 
for, Creatures have bur {mall and obſcure 
frazments of it, which cannor fix, nor {a- 
ris:ie an appetite, born for, and ( though 
unwillingly) aſpiring unto God : who is 
proclaim'd the true and proper Object of 
our Love, as well by Mens fickleneſs to 
Women, as the Angel's conſtancy to Him. 
Juſt as the. trembliag reſtleſsnefs of the 
Needle in any but the North Point of the 
Compals proceeds from, and manifeſts its 
inclination to the Pole ; its Paſſion for 
which, both its Wavering and its Reſt 
bear equal witneſs to. That unfatis- 
fy'dneſs with tranſitory Fruitions, that 


- 


Men deplore as the Unhappineſs of 


their Nature, is indeed the Priviledge of | 


it; as tis the Prerogative of Men not to 
care for, or be capable of, being pleas'd 
with Whiſtles, Hobby-horſes, and ſuch 
fond Toys as Children doart upon, and 


make the ſole Objects of their Deſires | 


and Joys, And by this you may, Lin- 


aamor, in loine degree, imagine the un- 


imaginable Suavity, that the fixing of 
0.:2S Love on God i able to bleſs the 
ER LL. 
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Soul with ; ſince, by ſo indulgent a Father, 
and competent a Judge as God himſelf, 
the decreed uncontentingnels of all other 
goods, is thought richly repaired by its 
being but an aptneſs to prove a Rile to 
our Love's {ctling there. 


And hitherto, my deareſt Lindamor, I Se. g. 


have endcavour'd to recommend unto you 
Seraphick Lowe, by mentioning ſome of its 
propertics, which ſeem to relate more to 
the Love it ſelf, than to the Divine Ob- 


| ject of it. Bur I fear you'll think I have 
too long entertair'd you with confidera- 
| tions, Which, beſides that they are not al- 


together the importantelt that belong to 


this diſcourſe, 1 have been, by haſte, re- 


4 


| duc'd to Pen in the unaccurate Order, 


wherein they offer'd themſelves to m 


thoughts, not the Method wherein I 
| ſhould have preſented them to Yours. 
And therefore, Lindamor, ſince the 5,2 ;« 


Nobleſt and Supreme Motives to the 


| Love of God confilt in his own infinite 

| Perfeftions and Prerogatives ; and ſince 
the Propertics of God's Love to us do 

| advantage us much more, ( and conſe- 


quently are likelicr to endear Devotion 
to us ) than thoſe of ours to him: The 
former not only moving God to kin- 

E-1 dlc 
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God, and his Love; I muſt now, Linda- 
207, ( With ftrong deſires of doing it pro- 
{perouſly ) attempt to manifeſt. 

Firſt then, our higheſt Love is made 


# thod exacted by the nature of this dil- 
\F courſe (I find my ſelf engaged to ſay 


die in us, but to cheriſh and Foment, and | 
ot (if our own wilful extinCtion interpoſe Þ 
\ + not) to Crown the latter : For both theſe } 
al Realons, I iay, Lindamer, | doubt not bur 
you'll think it ſ{caſonable for me to pro- | 
( ceed, to conlider that higher fort of Mo- Þ 
x tives to Devotion, and to evince, that the Þ 
Mi {ſeveral things which are wont moſt toÞ 
engage and heighten our affections, do, 
in a peculiar and tranſcendent manner, | 
ſhine forth and Conſitejlate in God. 
That, you know,. which enamour'd you 
of Hermione, 1 need not prove to you, to 
have been your fſuppoling her full of 
Lovelineſs and Exceilencies in her ſelf; 
and you believing, that the Love ſhe 
vouchlafed you was Great, Free, Con-F 
ſtant, or Advantageous to you. Andf 
that all theſe properties do not only emir | 
nently exiſt, bur illuſtriouſly concur in| 
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$22. 11. God's due, by the Excellency and Pre- | 
rogative of [11s Nature. But, truſt me, | 
Lindamor, when neceſſitated by a Mc- | 
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ſomething by way of celebration of God's 
Perfeftions : I am very ſenſible, I can 
bur detract from what I deſire to Praile, 


53 


and muſt inevitably appear unable to 


{peak Worthily of a Theme, to which 


| even Seraphimsthemielves cannot do Right. 
| And if, as the Scriprurc aſſures us, rhole 
/ things even fell not under the Senſes, nor 
/ entred the Thoughts of Men, which God 
| has reſerv'd for thoſe that love him ; how 
| ineffable and incomprehenſible mult thoſe 


1 Cor.2.9. 


| things be which he has rcſerv'd for Him- 
| ſelf > the infinite Superiority of his Na- 


| ture aboye all Created Beings, placing a 
| vaſt diſparity betrwixt his greateſt com- 
| municated Vouchſafements , 


and his 


* Boundleſs, and therefore to Creatures In- 


| communicable, Perfections. 


Wonder not therefore, Lindamor, that 


my weak Eyes dare not dwell long 
' upon an Object, which they cannot 


{tedfaſtly gaze on long without being 
dazl'd : And do not marvel, that I {cru- 


| ple not to uſe ſeeming Hyperboles in the 


| mention of Perfections, which make the 
| higheſt Hyperboles but ſeeming ones : 
Both God's Nature and his Word de- 


fing and Praiſe. 


claring him to be exalted above all Bleſ- xe. g. 5. 
If 'it were ſcaſ{onable, 
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Lindamor, to entertain our {elves but with 


$ 


\@ 
thoſe Attributes of God, which are Le- | 
gible or Confpicuous in the Creation ; ſn 
We might there diſcern the admirable | 
Traces of ſuch immenſe Power, ſuch un- | 


ſearchable Wiſdom, and ſuch exuberant I: 


Goodneſs, as may juſtly raviſh us to an Þþ 


Amazement at them, rather than a bare 
Admiration of them. 


help 


of Anatomical Knives, 


thou 


what I underſtand not, . but -enough 
to 


And I muſt needs Þ 
acknowledge, Lindamer, that when with Þ 
bold Teleſcopes I ſurvey the Old and New- F 
ly diſcover'd Stars and Planets that adorn Þ 
the upper Region of. the World; and j 
when with excellent Microſcopes I diſcern ÞL 
in otherwiſe inviſible Objects, the unimi- Þ 
table Subtilty of Nature's curious Work- Þ 
manſhip ; and when, in a word, by the 
and the 
light of Chimical Furnaces, I ſtudy the | 
Book of Nature, and conſult the Gloſs Þ 
les of Ariſtotle, Epicurus, Paracelſus , 
Farv:y, Helmont, and other learn'd Ex-| 
poſitors of that Inſtructive Volume; IF 
find my ſelf oftentimes reduc'd to ex-} 
claim with the Pſalmiſt, ow manifold | 
are thy Works, O Lord? in Wiſdem haſt 
made them all! And when I have 
been loſing my ſelf in admiration of | 
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&o admire, and not to Comprehend ; I 
Em often obliged to interrupt or break off 


ny Enquiries, by applying to the Works 
St. Paul, of thoſe of his Providence, O the 
Wrpth of the Riches, both of the Wiſdom and 33. 
Wnowledge of God | how nnſearchable are his 
Enudaments, and his ways untracealle! And 
xclamations of this Nature may the at- 
ſtentive Conſideration of any other of 
God's Attributes defervedly produce. 
But having elſewhere treated of this Sub- 
ect in a peculiar Diſcourſe, I ſhall now, 
ELindamor, invite you to conſider with me, 
how much You, and thoſe that are Conſci- 
'ous to their having Virtue enough inthem- 
elves, to make them prize it in others,are 
in love with Cato, Scipio, and thoſe other 
| Heroes, that did Ennoble,and almolt Exceed 
'Mankind,upon the bare knowledge of their 
Virtues; although from them we derive 
[no perſonal adyantage,(their death having 
'numerous Apes preceded our Nativity. ) 
Since then we pay ſo much difintereſt love 
toſome few faint and ill-refin'd Virtues, that 
ner did profit us ; how much on ſuch a 
Score,and at that Rate, ſhould we love him, 
who lo poſſeſſes all Perfettion, thateach of 


bis PerfeCtions is Infinite 2 Were you and I 
our 
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our own Creators, Lindamor, and wholl 
independent upon God, without eithe 
Need or Hope to taſte his Bounty ; hi 
native Excellencies, and what he has done 
for others, ſhould ſurely Ravith us, and 
Enamour us of Him. "Though his Benefit 
to us did nor entitle him to our Love, hi 
Eſſence ( the Source and only Motive off 
thoſe Benefits) would give him a Right to 
it; and though we ow'd him nought forV« 
what weare, we yet ſhould owe him Loveſ 
for what he is. He is that glorious Sun Þ 
from whom ( as Beams) all created Perf 
ions flow, and in whom they all concen 
tre. To omit God's Sovereign Majeſty, 
(which places him ſo high, that bur to 
own for him ſo Familiar and Levellingan} 
aftedtion as Love, much more to expetſ 
ro be Relov'd by Him, were not the leaſt þ © 
ſawcy Preſumption Man could be guilty 
of, did not his own Commands make it a 
Duty) Not to inſift on this, 1 ſay, Let us a} 
while conſider that proper and peculiar at- | 


traction of Love, his Lovelineſs ; which Þ 


is ſuch, that did we but once {ee it, all F 


Creature-competitions ( even we . being Þ© 


Judges) would then be as impoſſible as 
they are now unjuſt. In the Fifth Evan 


| geliff's Prophetick Viſions, the Seraphims 
them- 
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themſelves (thoſe glorious ornaments of 


the Celeſtial Hicrarchy )are repreſented as 
covering their Faces in God's preſence, ei- 
ther bluſhing at their Comparative Defor- 
mity, or unable to ſuſtain the unqualifid 
ſplendor of fo Divine brightneſs; whence 
perhaps it became of old the Jewith faſhion 
(as ſome frequent expreſſions in their Wri- 


ters intimate) when they went to pray, to 
veil their heads and faces ; ( though now 
eÞ1 have in their Synagogue ſcen them only 
cover their head, 
thoſe white Garments they wear at their 


not their faces, with 


publick Devotions.) And, Lindamer, if 


Mſ's's face, by but a few days converſe 


with God, reflected ſuch a Light as dazl'd 


mortal Eyes; and if his ſwift, Poſts the 
Angels, when ſent on Errands to us here 
on Earth, even when they may be {uppos'd 
(if I may fo ſpeak)to wear their travelling 
 Cloaths, and ſtood as much ro our frail- 
ty in the Form, as the Region, they ap- 
pear to us in, do, 1n {pight of that dark- 
ning Condeſcenſion, ſo much Tranſcend 
all Objects here on Earth, that the Scrip- 
ture often mentions, that even thoſe thar 


aſpird to imitate their Virtues, were 
confounded ar their preſence : And if, in 


this veiling habit, they appear ſo glonions 
that 


#441 


ad 


le ” 42 PS. _ _-_ L 
ym = v— 7 = C 
N PO aw = pray 
Pe CES Ge YO: bs ao,» 
 _ = p 


_  _ 


Plal. 64. 9. 


2 Kin9.2, 
11. 


Gen. 24, 
IO--5F. 


Seraphick Love. 


that their thus diſadvantaged Beauty i; 


made the Complement and Hyperbol: 
of that Quality ; what may we, or rather, 
what may we not conclude of God him- 
ſelf, of whom the Scripture ſays, Ze tha 


lanted the Ear ſhall he not hear ? he that for 


2d the Eye ſhall he not fee > That is, he that 
imparts a Faculty, or an Excellence to the 
Creature, ſhall not he himſelf much more 
eminently poſſeſs it? and in effect, the 
moſt unblemiſhed Created Beauties are but 
faint ſhadows, (or trulier, Foils) of His, 
Thoſe drops- of Prettineſs, {catteringly 
ſprinkled amongſt the Creatures, were de- 
ſ1gn'd to Defecate and Exalt our Concep- 


tions, not to Inveigle or Detein our Paſlr-F 
ons; for, God did neer intend them to ter-F 
minate our Love, but only by our Eyes to 
exalt our Faith above them, and by the 
Beauties our ſight can apprehend to raiſe us 
to a confidence, that there is in their Au-Þ 
thor more than we can either See or Com-Þ 
prehend. Like Eljuh's fiery Chariots, Þ 
though they be pure and bright,and conſiſt þ 
of the nobleſt 2nd gloriouſeſt Materials, | 


they are meant by God but to carry us up 


to Him. And as the Patriarchs Steward was Þ 


furniih'd with ſo ſumptuous an Equipage 


to court Rebecca, not for himſelf, but for | 
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Tac; fo all the Lovelineſs imparted to 
Iche Creature is lent it, but to give us ſome 
{more large Conceptions of that. vaſt Con- 
fluence and immenſity that exuberates in 
God. To make the righteſt uſe of fa- 
{ding Beauties, you mult conſider God 
and chem, as you were wont to do your 
| Miſtreſſes PiCture,and its Chryſtal Cover : 
Where , though that native Glaſs were 
[Pure and Lovely, and very richly edg'd, 
[yct to gaze on it, was not the chicfeſt bu- 
{ineſs of your Eye ; nor did you in it ter- 
| minate your ſight, bur greedily look 
through and beyond it,upon the adored 
| Image that ſolid veil betraid. Methinks Se- 
| raphick and our common Levers behold 
| exterior Beauties with a difference reſem- 
| bling that wherewith Children and Aftro- 
|noiners conſider Galilzo's Oprick Glaſles, 
; ( with one of which T cleſcopio?s, that I re- 
| memberl faw at Florence, he mercity boalt- 
|ed that he had, 7rovato la Cort? a Giove) 
| which the one prizes moſt for what they 
| appear; the other for whar they diſcover. 
| tor Children contenting themlelves to 
| wonder at the length, and fall in loye with 
| the Workmanſhip and Gildings of the 
| Tube,do thus but gaze upon them ; where- 
as Aſtronomers lopk through them, ancl 


{carce 


Sef.12, 
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{carce taking notice of the unuſual Orna- 


ments, or the ſhape, employ them to find 
out unknown Lights in the Sky, and tof 
deſcry in Heaven bright Stars, unſcen be-3 
tore, and other Calettial Novelties and 


Beauries. 


I deny not, Lindamor, that God has been i 
pleas'd ro adorn ſome of his Creatures 


with Hints and Impreſles,as well of his 
Lovelineſs as his other Excellencies ; but 
they do. much more faintly and imper- 
tectly reſemble Him, than the counterfeit 
Sun we lee ſometimes in a Cloud emu- 
lates the rruc one,by whole refraCted and 
Reflected Beams, ſome acute modern Na- 
curaliſts ſuppoſe it to be produc'd. For tho 
this Derivative Sun-ſhine with a not-incon- 


{iderable Luſtre, Comparartively to the rel | 
of the dark Cloud enobles it, yet is it not |, 
only as much inferior to rhe true Sun in Þ.- 
Brightneſs,as in Height ; but it enjoys Þ 
alone a Precarious, Dependent, and almoſt 
Momentary Being, which often it loſes Þþ | 


in a very {hort time, and never attains to 
preſerye a very long one. And therefore 
ro neglect that ſupreme Reſplendency 
that ſhines jn God, for thoſe dim Repre- 
{entations of it, that we ſo doat on in the 


Creature, is as prepoſterous and = 
ur 
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ſurd, as it were for a Perſian to offer his 


[Sacrifice to a Parhelion (as the Greeks call 
[that Mcteor) inſtead of adoring the Sun. 
LAnd certainly, Lindamor, if our Dim 


Sight, like that of the Propher's Servant, 


who ſaw the Mountains ncar Dothaz co- 2 $ing.s. 
'ycred with Horſes and Chariots of Fire, *7 
were privilcdg'd to diſcern otherwiſe in- 


viſible Objects ; our raviſh'd Eyes would 
behold Lovelineſs enough in God,to make 
us inceſſancly exclaim in the Languageof 
how Great is his Beauty Agrecably where- | 
unto we may obſerve, That as the Load- 
one doth attact moſt powerfully the 
brighteſt Needlcs,made of the purclt Steel, 
nd thoſe that moſt approach it; ſo Angels 


/* 


who, of all Created Beings, enjoy the un- 
cloudedſt Light,and the moſt clear Know- 


ledge of their Maker, do love him with a 
Conitancy 1{o fix'd, that in five thouſand 


and ſome odd Centurics of years, (citlux'd 


lince the Creation) they could never lee 
any thing,cither in God, or out of him,ca- 
able to ſeduce them to a Change. God's 
Lovelineſs (which is fuch, thar the Eternal 
rution of himlelf creates even his Felicity) 
$ like rare Muſick, which,though it do de- 
ght all its partakers,the knowingltArritts 
{tall 


the Prophet, ow great is his Gooanefs, and 7h. 9. 
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ſtill do highlieſt value, and are moſt rz- 
viſly'd with the Tranſports ir produceth, 
being proportion'd to the degrees of the 


nel of its admirers. The A poſtateÞ' 


Spirits indeed deferred their firſt * RR 
not frighred thence by anyb lemiſh they de 


{cry'd in God;bur probably fell by a {awcy] 


aticctation of a Parity, and (as Divines tell 
us) a Sacrilegious aſpiring to Perfections, 
which they were criminally unable to be 
hold,withour wiſhing them their own. And 
for thcir preſent ſeparation from God, it 1s 
their Curie and Puniſhment. And I hall i it- 
genuoutly confeſs to you, Lindamor,that « 

the advantageous Idea's I entertain'd 0 
God's Perfections, I have been ſometimes 


inclin'd to think,that the reaſon why God 
cells Moſs, Thou canſt Not ſc e my Face for thert 


Phu 4 no Mia ſce me and live might be, that 


(as tranicendent Objects deſtroy the Henle) 
lo lovely ani glorious a hght (W hoſe con 
uinuance {all make our Happineſs 1n Hear 


ven) would lct i Joys, and would create| 


elires, too Mighty for trail Mortality to 
luſtain. The ravith'd Soul being ſhewn 
tuch Game as that, would hate fo eager 
ly, that ſhe woud break thoſe Leathes 
that tyc her to the Buuy, ( and rhereby 
hinuer her flight to that with'd Union) 
an: 


Seraphick Lowe. 


| and the glad Heart (too narrow a Recoy- 


tacle for {to much Joy ) to make room for 
(uch Gueſts, would {tretch unto aRuprture, 


' Longing, or Joy, have tomerimes fingly 


reacir'd Degrees that have made them Fatal; 
And why then ſhould their Union in fach 


| Extremes be thought uncapable of produ- 


cing the like effect > Nor 1s it perchance 
more a Priviledge of the next Life,thar we 
ſhall chen ſee God, than thar we ſhall ſur- 
vive that Glorious Sight; which is too daz- 
ling an Object for Mortal Eyes,till (to uſe 
St. Paul's Expreition ) our mortal ſhall have 
put on immortality. Bur I muit no longer 
lole my {elf in a Theme, on which it 1s {0 
clic to ſpeak Much, and fo impoſlible to 
lay Enough.Ifl be not very much miſtaken, 
they are fo, who preſume to give us ſatis- 
factory Detinitions of God's Nature, which 
we may pcrhaps more fafely Define by the 
Impoſlibllity of irs being accurately Deft- 


"| ned. And I muſt confels,l do the leaſt ex- 


pet the belt Deſcription of the Divine Na- 
ture, from thoſe that are moſt forward to 
take upon them to Explicate it : For our 
Words being bur rheRepreſentations of our 
Notions,and they being necetlary Finit?,as 
our Being ; few men are (methinks) more 
likely ro bs miſtaken in theNarure of whats 

| F Intuute, 
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Infinite, {and conſequently of God's Arttti- 
buces; than thoſe ; 9 think Deſcriptions, 
Fig can comprizcit. Nor will an Aſſiduity and 
boy Conſtancy of our Speculations herein re-|, 
lieyc us, for too fix'd a Contemplarion off, 
A Geds Eſſence does but the more confoundh;.. 
| us.As I remember,St.Pau/tells the Fews,thah;, 
ag +2. c. he could not ſee for the Glory of that Light,chat 
''- fſhone from Heaven abour him ar his Conf, 
verſion. And this the famous Simoniaesexfþ.. 
perimentally found,who being ask'd wha, 
God was, took adays time to conſider off 
it; after,being call'd upon for his anſwer,heÞ,( 
deſir'd two days longer to think upon it; 
and when they were expir'd,demanded four 
days longer; and ſo continu'd a great while, 
each time Encreafing his demands for Re} 
{pite; till, being preſt to give an Acconnth 
of tuch a Dilatory way of proceeding, heþ 
: ingenuouſly acknowledg'd that the longah 
\ he conſider'd Gods Nature, the leſs he conr 
F prehended it. And indeed, Experienceh 
reacheth us,that they that gaze ſtedfaſtlieſt 
on the noondays Sun, can leaſt of all ditf 
cern\yhat it is,bcing rather Dazi'd than Inf, 
{tructed by ſo confounding an Object. Nor, 
13 it onlv, Lindamor,a Task of too great dif 
ficulty tor a meer man, perfectly ro Explr x; 
C2:2 £147 Incomprehentible Nature of God, 
r0 
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[to which nothing bur his own Infinite Under- 
Artti ſtanding can be adxquate : But, merhinks, 
"Mlyen to celebrate God's perfetions, cannor be 
y and ſoberly arrempred wirhour a very deep fen(e 
milf aman's own unworthinels and incapaci- 
lon 0f ty. For, the ſame Excellencies that furniih 
oundRi with Praiſes, do tranſcend them. And 
5thiſhhe che fruicfulneſs of the Subject may as 
/,thath;<11 dererr, as invite our Pens ; ſince, as we 

Ore fure we ſhall not want Theme, 1{o we are 
es CXeertaiu we cannot Dignifie it. And for my 
whatBart, Lindamor, rhough my Subject cxactcd 
ler off me the Praiſes 1 have endeayourcd to 
ery aſcribe ro God, yer I jhould have thought it 
n 1t;Eequiſite rather ro decline the Laws of Mc- 
1 food, than be reduc'd to Derogate from what 
rhileÞi would extol, if the necetlity of detra- 
r Re- ing from Gods perfections were not C- 
OnMBaual to that of mentioning them ; and if 
B, char necetlity were not as Glorious to God, 
NgtFas greater Praiſes than we are able to aſcribe 
cothim, could be. But, Lindamor, having thus 
IencÞ done right to my Mcthod, though I could 
iellF ror to my Theme, I ſhall only invite you 
| diffco imitare with me thoſe Perſians, thar 
n In} :cJored the Sun, though the Light he lenc 
Not, them ſerv'd but to make the ſource of 1: 
r dif admired, and not ro pry into his abltru'. 
xpli Elence with it. And though I might ia; 
30d, F 2 | FM IFLHT 
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much more concerning God's Perfed; 

ons, I muſt henceforth think ſilence th} . 
he Language I can now employ{, 
tor 'tis ſilence thar beſt expreſſes our Won 
der: And ſure, Wonder is never mon, 
ſeaſonable than when God is the Objedhy 
A proſtrate Veneration being the {aki 


apprehenſion of him that 15 incompnſhp 
henlible, | 


\ 


;;, Having thus conſidered, Lindamu fy 
how fit an Object God is of our highdþr, 
Love; for what he is in himſelf; ler u 
now proceed to derive further proofs ( 
the ſame Truth, from what he is to w 
( that your Gratitude may contend wil 
your Reaſon, which ſhall moſt height 
your Devotion ) and we ſhail find 
the Vaſtneſs, Freeneſs, Dil-interſtneſs, Cat 
ſtancy, and Advantageouſneſs of his Loi 
to us, that more than all the Loye 
can pay him, were bur a little part of wh: 
we owe him. 

Bur for the firſt Attribute, we have : 
ſgn'd his Love, ( the Greatneſs of it)$ 
being a general Property, diffuſed throug 
all the rett, and conipicuous in them, it 
quires nov to be treated of apart. 

We {hall then proceed to the freendy 
or unmeritedneſs of God's love; To Mi 
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e Wtfheve which ſtrangely vaſt, we necd but 
ployſFonfider, that we ſo little could ar firſt 
 Wotficferve his Love, that he lov'd us even 
monFefore we had a Being : and our Felici- 
jetty in his degrees, preceded our exiſtence 
lakf this World. God lov'd yous numerous 
MNPiſ@pes before you were; and his Goodneſs 
| s {o entirely its own Motive, that even 
amn Four Creation (ſince when alone you can 
ughtFretend to merit his love) is the effect of 
let uk. This benefit alone were ſufficient to ren- 
ofs ler God the Obje&t of our Love, though 
to Vie were that of his Averſion. For (as the 
; Wilerfians ador'd the Sun even when it ſcorch'd 
ightFhem ) we eftcem our ſelves obliged to love 
nd #nd honour our Parents in ſpight of their 
 ColBcing wicked and unkind, though they be 
$ Lour God's inſtruments in our Production, 
ve Vilnd made us what we were born, nct arbi- 
f wh rarily, but in virtue of his Ordination. But 
od to confer on us, in the moſt excelient 
| d endearing manner, the Bleili1g promis'd 
it ) © his Antient People, when he vouchſafed 
wourFo aſſure them, that he would love them 99% 41: 


Freely, was pleaſed ro love us, not only 

Fhen we were not at all, but when we 
reeiFere his Enemies, 1f when we were Enemizs Rons.s.10. 

oO MF laith St. Paul) we were reconciled unto God 

) the death of his Son, &c. Our Incxiſtence 

F 3 indeed 


ms Bu, in that while we were yet ſin ers Chriſt au 
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indeed was a condition, wherein nothing iſh; 
us-was capable of being a Motive of Godjh 
Love : but our enmity: proceeded furthalf/ 
and made us worthy of his Dcteſtationf 
as if his Love were nothing unleſs it varſ 
quiſl'd Obſtacles, as well as wanted Mop 
tives. This gave the Apoſtle a jult cau 
to fay, that God Commenaeth his love towar 


for us : That is, when we wanted all Motive 
ro invite his Love, unleſs our very want FP 
them ſhould paſs for one. And how diſſſc 
God expreſs his Love unto us : cven by tit; 
gift of the Son of his Love ; For Ged ſo lofffo 
the World, ({ays the Divine Token of lilffo 
Love ) that he Tave his only begotten $1 DC 
And how did that Son Love it > Ze? (fr, 
the Apoſtle ) Zeing in the form of God, thong} it 
it no Robbery to be equal with God ; Fut mill © 
himſelf of no reputation, and took upon him MY r 
form of a {ervant, and was made in the likewff c 
of men. And beinr found in faſhion as a mill n 
he humbled himſelf, and became obedient un 
aeath, even the death of th! Creſs. TWt 
is, That he would love at no leſs Rat y 
than death; and from - the ſuper-cminel f 
heighth of Glory, ſtoop'd and abas'd hung j 
{elf ro the ſufferance of the extreameſt « 
Indignities, and funk himſelf to the bo 

{0 
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om of Abje&tedneſs, ro exalt our convi- 


hing Fion to the contrary Extreme. #7! 
F God Grounded for our tranſereſſions, he was bruiſed 


- oy | OE og *- ; 
urther #/or our wg the chaftiſement ef our Peace 


ation{ 


It Va! 


{otive 
7Ant ( 
Wd 
by fi 


o lo 


as upon him, and with his ſtripes we are healer, 


Hays the Prophet. 
Jour Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that though he was rich, 


Wet for our ſakes he became poer, that ye through 
his powerty might be made rich, ſays the Apo- 


ſtle. Men having diſpleaſed God, and con- 
lequently forfeited all Right and Natural 
Poſſibility tro Happineſs ; even whilit they 
compleared the Forlorneſs of their cond1- 
tion, by the Lethargy of not being ſenſible 
of it, and were as careleſs ro Scek means 


For ye know the grace of 


of | 
pO 
(4 
hong 


of Recovery, as they had been unable to 
Deviſe them of themſelves : Even then, his 
reſtleſs Love, would never be at quiet, till 
it had ſer his Omniſcience on work, to 
mJ contrive Expedients, and find out a way to 
m7 MF reconcile his Juſtice and his Mercy, in re- 
ken conciling Sinners tro Himſelf. And this 
| my merciful Deſign, by the Incarnation of 
1: MF his Son, he proſecuted in a way ſo Wor- 
1H thy of himſelf, and ſo Advantageous to 
RF us, that our juſt wonder at it may keep us 
un} trom having any, to find that, as St. Peter 
ni informs us, the very Angels ( prompted, 
ſt q queſtionleſs by a Religious Curiolity ) 

q F 4 ardently 


(0 
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 ardently d:{i7e to lrok into thoſe Divine MyY 
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ſteries. I find it hotly diſputed amongki 
Divincs, ( rot only bertwixr the Socinianf 
and tac Orthodox, but betwixt Orthodai 
and Orthodox) whether or no God coult 
withouc violating Ins Juſtice, have devilet 
any other Covrie for ihe Expiation of Sin 
than the Pailion and Death of Chriſt. Buy 
witnour Venturing to Determine, whether 
cr n9 God couid, to Redcem us, have che 

{en any other way; We may faiely rhink 
that he has cholen tac mott obliging and 
molt Endcaring way ; duplaying in thif 
Divine Manner of Refcuing us, the {cvcreltf 
fſullice, and the higheſt Mercy ; the greatf 
et Harred of Sin, and the greateſt Lov 
:o Sinners : Since by thoſe uncquall'd andſhi; 
unvaluable Suſfcrings, ro which he delivered 
up for us that Son, who is ſo near until 
Ium, that hc truly ſaid, / and the Father af 
ene, Fle at once manifeſted both howf 

much he harcd Sin, which he io heavilffli 
punuh'd in the Perſon he moſt Lov'd;Þl 
though that Survty bur adopted it, tof 
tree Men from the Iniupportable vengeÞn 
unce of it} and how much he Lov'd Sin 
ners, by ging up what he io lov'd forafft! 
Ranfom of tho's that were guilty off 
what he fo Hared, And therefore our SzPv 
| Viour,f 
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our, though he did ſuch great things to 
tie the unbelieving and contumacious 
ws of his being their promis'd M:fhah, 
ould not decline Death to convince them; 
coulYnd, though he had not ſeldom done {ſo 
cvilhuch ro make himſelf rhe Object of their 
t Sinffich would not be invited from the Crots, 

ButShough the Chief Prieſts and Scribes them- 
1ctheÞlves ſaid at his Crucifixion, Let him now 


e Mya 
nonpl! 
111any 
hodoy 


> chofſhme down from the Creſs, and we will be- Mat. 23.7. 


NinkMere on# him. And Chriſt ro convince 
2 andſhe World of their unablenets to emerge 

thifind recover out of that decp Abytis, where- 
verelM the Load of Sin ( winch in Scripture 1s 


Treapalled a weight) had Precipirated Fall'n #6. 12.1 


LowfMan, came not into the World until well 
andſhigh 4000 Years of Sickneſs had made the 
vcredMileale deſperate,and the Cure almoſt Hope- 
untoflels. So invetcrate an obſtinacy art once 
r aifridening the Diſtance berwixt God and 
hovfMan, and proclaiming the latters diſabili- 
avilſflity to find by his own Wiſdom, Expedients 


»w'd;=of Re-union. Thus Chriſt heal'd and dil- Cs 


, foFpollels'd a Dumb perſon, who was able to 
ngeFmake entreaties bur by the difabiliry of 
vinfpronouncing them ; and might truly ſay to 


for aIthe ſecure World, 7 am found of them that W465. 1. 


7 Olfſought me wot. And when our Saviour 
 5i-Fwas come into the wretched World, of 
our f Mn ail 
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all the numerous Miracles recorded in ti 
Goſpel, he ſcarce did any for his own yt 
vate Relief. And to ſhew, that as he endif 
red his Sorrows for our ſakes, that by 
5- ſtripes we might be healed ; {o were the Jo 
he taſted in relation ro us. We read not (whit 
is highly obſervable) in the whole Goſpif” 
that ever he rejoyc'd but once, and rhar wa 
when his return'd Diſciples inform'd hi 
.vk. 16. that they victoriouſly chas'd Devils and [ 
ſeaſes our of oppreſſed Mortals, and that by hi 
Authority Men had been diſpoſſeſs'd of bat 
the Tempter and Puniſhment of uf 
He convers'd among his Contemporart 
with Virtues , as : well atteſting what I. 
was, as Prophecies or Miracles cou 
do: and, to Teach Man , how much F 
valu'd Him above thoſe Creatures th 
Man makes his Idols, he often altred an 
iuſpended the Courſe of Nature for Man 
Inſtruction, or his Relief, and revers'd ti 
Laws eſtabliſh'd in the Univerſe, to engag 
Men to obey thoſe of God, by doin 
Mat. 1:24 Miracles ſo numerous and great, that 
Jews Unbelief may be almoſt counted Ong 
Mat.3.12 Yet were thoſe Wonders wrought for a 
neration that aſcrib'd them to the Devilf 
and return'd them with ſo exemplifi 
an Ingratitude, that 'tisnot the leaſt of Þ 
Wonde! 


IV GO Ss 
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wn wonders, that he would vouchſafe to work 
e end8$"y of them for {ſuch blafphemous wretch- 
s: who were indeed , as fome of the 
Wccr Jews have roo truly i{tyl'd themſelves, 
MS relation to their Fathers, Chumetz ben 
$1», Vinegar the Child of Wine, a molt 
Wegencrate Off-spring of Holy Progeni- 
. Mors. He ſufter'd ſo much for them, that 
ade him do ſo, that he ſurfter'd the addi- 
Fion of Milery of being thought to ſutter de- 
ervedly; And he was numbred with the Tranſ- Wha $3: Ts 
Spreſſors. And though he liv'd as much a 
.SMiracle as any he did, yer did his con- 
Wition ſometimes appear fo deſpicable and 
forlorn, that Men could not know his Deity 
Fur by his Goodneſs, which was {fo infinite 
not to belong incommunicably to God. 
And though 'twere once a Saying of our 
Saviours, Greater Love hath no man than this, |,p,1g 15, 
& that a man lay down his life for his friends ;© 
od JL IS it not what is faid of the love here 
4 Mcntion'd, to be underſtood indetinirely, 
J or generally conſidered, bur only of the fin- 
gle acts or expreſſions of a Man's love to 
$ bis Friends compar'd betwixt themſelves. 
1} and ſo the alledg'd paſlage ſeems to mean 
but this, That among the ſingle Ads of 
kindneſs to a Man's triends, there is not a- 
ny one more highly expreſſive of a m_ 
an 
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and ſincere Love, than to part with onjat 
life for their ſakes. This Text therefoyJ® 
would not be indefinitely apply'd to the Ai" 
feftion of Love it ſelf, as if it could not poſi 
bly be greater than is requiſite ro make $2 
Man Contenr, or willing to Die for hc 
Friends; f2r LL rh2+ Aacrifces beſides his Lik 
tis Fortune alſo, his Chu..-:': or his Repv 
tation, does thereby expreſs more Love wt 
them, than he could do by parting with hf 
Life only for them. And he that is forward 
to dic for thoſe that hate him, or, ar lea} 
know him not, diſclotes a more plentiful 
and exuberant {ſtock of Love, than he tha 
does the ſame kindneſs but for thoſe tha 
Love him. And thus our Saviour would? 
be underſtood, unleſs we would ſay, thaÞ 
he Out-prattis'd whar he taught ; for IK 
came to lay down his Life, even for his EneP) 
mics , and ( like the kind Balſam-tree ,Þ! 
whoſe Healing-wounds weep SovereignÞ! 
Balm ro cure thoſe rhat made them) he reP! 
tus'd not to dic for thoſe that kill'd him, andP' 
ſhed his Blood for ſome of thoſe that ſpiltÞ 
it. And fo little was his injur'd Love to the 
ungrateful World, difcourag'd or inf 
pair'd by che ſavage Entertainment he met 
_ with in it, that, after he had ſuffer'd from} 
wretched Men (for whoſe ſakgs he left Hea- 
ven 
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fen to become capable of ſuffering ) ſuch 

| ongarbarous Indignities as might have made 
>reforfare puniſhments appear Mercy, and cven 

he Adgruelty it ſelf ſcem no more than Juſtice ; 

t poſi{#hen 1 ſay to hope for {ſo much as his 
1ake Fardon were preſumption , he was pleas'd 

or ho create Confidence of no leſs than his 

$ LikfLove, a Virtue. Nor think it Lizdamor, 

Rex rtinent to our preſent Theme , thar 1 

»e phInſiſt fo much on what Chriſt has done and 

th hiYufler'd for us, ſince both he himſelf informs 
rwardfs, that Ze and his Father are one. And Job. 1c 
leatYome of the Texts already mention'd have 5:: aj; 
ntifulſtkaught us, that it was aneffect of God's love 52" *# 


e thaſſſlſo ro rhe World, that Ze gave his only be- Joh. 3. 16. 
 tha(fpatten Sor to Redeem us ; and, That God com- VE 
vouldſprendeth his Love towards us in that while we 
, thaſF#ere yet finners Chriſt died for us. Wherefore I 
or |xÞ#hall wichour ſcruple proceed to obſerve to 
; Ene-[[you, that ſo free is Chriſt's diletion, that 
tree the grand condition of our Felicity is our 
rejgnÞþBelief, that he is diſpoled to make us 
ie re-Fhappy ; on terms not only ſo honourable 
1, andÞto him, but ſo advantageous to us , that 
{pilÞ1 was about to fay , that poſſibly Faith it 
o theÞ{clf would ſcarce be —_— as requiſite to 
im-four Happineſs, bur thar rhe condition 
> metÞ does encreaſe the benefit, by vouchſafing us 
from bold and carly anticipations of it : For, 
Hea-| Faith, 
ven 
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Eai 5.2.6. 


Tam. 2. 6. 
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Faith being as the Apoſtie terms it ) th/Þþ. 
ſubſtance of things hoped for, and evident, 
(or conviction) of things not ſeen ; wafsfi 
our joys to this fide of the Grave , bowsſ 
Heaven down to us, till our freed Spirits 
can foar up to Heaven; and does us ſuchf 


a ſervice, as the Jewiſh Spies did to their 


Country-men, by bringing them over to 


this ſide Fordan into the Wilderneſs, ſome 
of the pleaſant and delicious Fruits of the 
Bleſt Land of Promiſe. 
that Faith was the Grand Condition requr 
red in God's free Grant of Eternal Life. Not 
that I would aſcribe any thing to a Lazy, 
Speculative, and Barren Faith, in oppoſitr 
on to thar lively and active one , which 
1Scalled by the Apoltle, mi9s NY azamis crepryuulen, 
Faith operating by Love ; fince 1 am infornr 
ed by St. Fames, that the Divorce of Faith 
and Works is as deſtructive to Religion, a 
that of Soul and Body is to Life ; Bur that | 
was willing to mind you, that though truc 
Faith (which cries like Rachel, Giue me Chil 
aren orelſe I dye ) beever the the pregnant Mc 
ther of good Works, yet are not thoſe Works 
the cauſe, bur the Effets and Signs 0 
God's firſt Love to Men, ( however after 
ward the Children may Nurle their P# 
rents,) As, though the Needle's point 
1s 
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ng at the Poles be, by being an Effet, an 
Argument of its having been Invigorated by 
the Loadſtone, or received Influence from 
Tome other Magnetick Body ; yet is not 
that Reſpect unto the North the Cauſe, bur 
he Operation of the Tron's being drawn by 


{ft good, fays the Plalmiſt to his Maker. ** 
he greatneſs of his goodneſs is that which 
akes it ours; nor doth He do us good, 

becauſe that we are good, bur becauſe He is 

liberally ſo ; as the Sun ſhines on Dunghils, 
ot out of any Invitation his Beams find 
there, bur becauſe it is his Nature to be dif- 
five of his Light. Yet with this difference, 
that whereas the Sun's Bounty by being ra- 
ther an Advantage to us than a Favour, de- 
ſerves our Joy, and not our Thanks, be- 


.fauſe his Viſits are made deſignleſly, and 


without any particular intention of ad- 
dreſs ( by ſuch a bare Neceſſity of Nature, 


, Fas that which makes Springs flow out into 


Streams, when their Beds are too nar- 
row to contain the renewed water that 
doth inceſſantly {well the exuberant Sour- 
&s;) God on the contrary, for being ne- 
cſlarily kind, is not leſs freely or Ob+ 
lgingly ſo, to You or Me; for, though 
loms kind of Communicativenels be 

Eflential 


he attractive Mineral. Thou art good and pri..g 


_ hs © © 
, So, 28-4 . , 
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Effential to his Goodneſs, yet his Extſſic] 
Gon of it without himſclf, and his Vouaſ 
ſafing ir to this or that particular Perfo; 
are purely Arbitrary. To omit his Loy 
to the numberleſs Ele&t Angels ; the firifffa! 
Relarions berwixt the Perſons of the Blelk1 
Trinity, ſupplying God with Internal Offs 
jects, which imploy'd his Kindneſs betoſip 
the Creation, and Himſelf being able ty 
allow his Goodneſs rhe Extent of Infinijh. 
for irs Difiufion. But ( having glanc'd th 
this only by the by ) we may yer furtix 
admiringly abſerve, That whereas Men u 
fually give freelielt where they have nj 
given before, and make it both che Moti 
and the Excuſe of their deſiſtance fra 
giving any more, Thar they have given abc 
ready. Gods bounty hath a very differen! 
Method ; for he uſes to give, becaulc if 
hath given, and that he may give. Conloſv 
nantly to which, when the revolting /fr«F1 
lites had broken the Contents, whilit Mi} 
was bringing them the Tables of the LAV 
and had thereby ptovok'd the Incenſed Gifth 
ver of it to thethoughts of a ſudden ExrirpaÞ! 
tion of ſo Ingrateful and Rebellious a Pec 
ple ; we may obſerve, That, whereas God 
as unwilling to remember his forme 
Goodneſs to them, ſpeaking ro Moſes, call 
them 


Jet 
; 
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Extafthem, 7hy prople which 7901 eronughtsft out of the F* 0-327. 
ou Lid of Xgypt : Meoſ *, 51 the other i:49, to 
Cerlafyengac2 Gou to the New mercy of a Pardon, 
; Lo eprelents to God his Former mercy to them, 
 firiWſar.4 calls tle 12: os nrple, which He brought 
BlelkW/rth ont of the Land of Atigy Ir with great 
al Offporer, and with a mighty hard, Ani fo con- 
belaÞ{picuous in rhe Erc: ual Son was this proper- 
ble u y of the Merciful Fatl:cr, that when fick 
nfinYLazars's Siſters impiorct his Reſcue for 
cd their expiring Brother, the Motive they em- 
urtixFploy, and which Profper' their addreſles, 
ſen ihvas, Lord, Lehold, (nor, hc who loveth thee, 
ve noftur) he whom thou loveſt, 5 /ick. And as he Job 17-3 
AotiWakes the firſt inducements of his Bounty 
 fronflrom Himlelf; {o do iis former Favours 
en aÞboth invite and g1Ve Rates to his tuccce- 
ferening Bleſlings. And there 1s reaton for it : 
te Wor his pure Love being all the Merit, by 
2onlÞiwhich Man can pretend to the Efedts of 
JfriFhis Bounty ; it is but juſt, chat che Degree 

Miſyof his Love thould Proportion thole ta- 
LAWÞours, which "tis our only Title to ; and 
d Gffthat God's Liberaiicy thould as weil afford 
tirpapMecaſlurcs as Morivcs to it felt. 
z Perf} Nor is Goll's love lets Dil-intereſs'd g, 4 ,,; 
| Godihan Free. His grand Deſign upon us 1s 
ormaFJbur to make us initrumcnts and Partake: 
callYof His Glory, and to bring us to everlait- 
them G ng 
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ng Happincts, by a Way that does as well| 


a arc and digni! fie our Naturc, as the Con- 
on releryv'd for us will. His Method of 
laving us it but comply 'd with, docs EO 


. as the Apolltle {peaks, Fit vs far the Inhori 


O: 7 
"Ms 
(114114 Noſrrd ge: 


Perere 
ex Epic. 


tancs of the Saizits in Light ; We being made 
4. (as St. Peter facaks ) "0 akers of the Divine 
Nature, ha! $4 " eſcap 'a the corruption that ts is 
the WV wy through Luſt. So that thoſe things, 
wherein the nobleſt of the Philolophicrs p Mack 
their Felicity, ferve but to Qualitic and pre- 
parc Chriſtians for that Higher Biclſedncs 
that 1s reterv'd by God tor thoſe that love 
him ; and cannor bur be hcighrn'd and cn- 
dear'd by the Value, wiich Graces and Var- 
rucs had given men on Earth, for ſuch a No- 
ble and Rational kind of Happinels, as 1 
apportion'd. to thein in Heaven. What ens 
can nie have upon us, whole . Goodnels 
and his Bleſiedneis are both Infinite : He 
was Unco NCCIVADIy Happy ( in his own 
Selt-lufficicncy ) before the Creatures has 
a Being ; and ture that Felicity rhat necacd 

not 'Lhemiclves to bc 


! en:m an:mortaithus a 1qiue ſupreme 7 16S nv- 


it larpirzer 
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apgrederentiir - LH Nor was it his Indi 
gence tnat forc'd him 
to make the World, thereby to make new 
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but his goouncls that preſs'd 
and to IMpart his Glory ; 
21] Goods winch he to overtiowingly . 
abounds with. Wirnels hs #1; (pcntion - the 
V or! \W Hci Certain þ8 nad nad 
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an cariier Datc, were the Deity capable of 


Want, and the Creatures of fupplying It. 
St. Part 19 his Evitlle to Timthy, {ttics God 
MK ...G, which we Tranilatc, 7 v2 tl:{ſcd God, 
by ut may p- :rhaps more properly be render'd, 
1: h:ppy God : and eiſcwhere in the ſame 
Eviſtle he truly calls him Zye appy, as 
| God ( lays the A- 
oltle ) that anad? the world, 
b1:70132, JR 11a [1c is Lord of 1IT:aven 
Gd Earih, &relith &c. As though [te 
$::d:4 any RARE r, fects that Ie eroth to all 
fe, and Breath, and all this gs. And, :11 
lim, me live, and move, and have our be- 
7. And indeed fo coherent 12 the mind 
0 a mere Man, 


BT a 
F 'Ly 


thar docs but conſider 


anda all things Ac 


Ln underſtand the Import of Is own 
Notions, 1S the belicf of Goa's Happinets 
tb thar of his Bcing ; that I remember the 
Eicurcan Leeretizes himicif, even 1n that 
pious patiage, where he demes Divine 
rovidence ; and in a feeming, but inju- 
ous C ompl ment, would, under thc pre- 
Pnce-. of Clit sZ Gog of 1r, deprive Hin 
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of the government of the World ; does ye: 
confels, that the Divine Nature muſt neceil: |; 
rily cajoy a Supreme and endlels Tranquility jo 


adding, (to briag this to our preſent purpoic}| H 


that t1S N 


O! 


Privata aolore omni, privata poric lis; Np 


Ip. ſars poll-n; opibrs, aihil india noſtri. E: 
Tos 

Whereby he acknowicdg 5s, [cc 
\fit 

That from all . griefs and dangers 
them tree', 1 
Rich in it {c!f, it has of us no need. th 

kl 

Or, if you will have him {peak of rhe God: 


in the Plural, like a Heathen Poct, that Wit 


Fir atov! eviefs and dano:rs, 


thoſe bleſ oC 


O3FCT'S, We. 
Rich in thr Native Goods, need none f [1 
HFS, & 

l 


A much Nobler Poer rells us, Thar :-:P-; 
Lord's, and the ful: [s theret, 
the IWerld, and they that divell thireiag, Ap 
Lably wh:rcunto, rhat Great God thi 
formed all 1hinzs, (as in our Tranflario! 


the Scripture calls him ) ſays in one of tixPot 
Ptalms 


ye; « Seraphick Love. 3} 


ellz- Plalms, /f 1 were hunzry, { would not tell thee PRl.g2.12, 
ilty fer the World is mine, aad the fulneſs thereof. 
Doic)Þ His Ubiquity excludes all withes ot Remove, 
by making his Etfjence uncapable of excluſi- 
on; for, Whitncr ſhould he deiire to tran- 
[is [port himielf chat 1s every Where, 31nd--can 
with himfelf in no place where he 1s not et- 
ready 2 his ſuinciency 1s ſuch, that he can 
|: no Goods, bur what he gives or ge (or 
nther both beſtows and poiiclies) his picn- 
Ol j vor {o uncxhauſtcd a Spring of Goods 
nat his Libe rality docs le!s impoverith God, 
taan the Sun's light does him ; or imparted 
knowledge impairs the Teacher's Stock. 
Godin therefore, though St. James doth very 
ur ſilly call God, Zhe Fathr of Lights, Who Jam. 17. 
the beſtower of every £ ;ood and ey cry per- 
blefect Gift; yet the Friznd of God, ( 2s the Jame- 23: 
dcripture calls Airaham ) and that Royal 
we Oricit, (whom the Writer to the Hebrews He>7: per 
aches us to have been 1o illuſtrious a 
yp: of Him, whom he calis, 7Zhe high Hb. 3-1. 
at !n'P'ric/t of our Profſſion ) do both of them 
2r277p the fame Chapter ſtile him, 7h? Poſſeſ- cents, 
a of Heaven and Earth. No, no, God nceds 1% > 
| th.iſor beg From, nor covert In the Creatures 
ationÞhallow ſtreams, thoſe goods, of which he 
»f ticÞſtot only hath, but is the ſource, Our 
almsreateſt ſeryices to our Creator muſt be 
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tou by T1! COTET 7 it Tit 7 / Pet him # :..(/ 
what reeeiveth he of this: hand : Thy wit 
edi.ſs may hurt a lin as thou art, and tr 
richtcer{aeſs may profit th: Son of Man. In 
pirect, SL wick cd's [Hite againil God 15 bu 
lixe 2 _ mans running his head again! 
Jaſhes his” OWPR prams out. Þ God mhattts ! 
Fetcity ( as well as Li24t) inacceſſible 
all inferior attempts : his SOYCrcign Tran 
quill! 
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Seraphick Love. 


ih yuillity is fo ſublimely plac'd, that 'ris above 


the reach of all Diſquicting Impretitons ; 
ad, like the Stars, that feel not the Dit- 
caics their inauſpicious Influence prociuces, 
He doth nor. reſent the terments he Inflicts. 
Gods Juſtice is not lefs Eilencial to him 
than his Mercy ; WitnelS thac (tne numbers 
of the Saints and the Reproubare contider d) 
thoulands fall Sacrifices to the icycrer At- 
ribute, for one that proves Capabie of the 
milder. He ſaid, Ze werld get himſelf hononr 
16 Pharaoh and all his ft, when he de- 
Iizn'd their ruine in the Red ſea: And 
Pics faxd, 117 hath trinmph:d. gloriouſly wn 
clieting it. And in E=:bel he ſays, B-hold, 
I 2mm azainſt thae, O Sidon, and I will be « 
rifyd in the midſt of thee, and they ſhall know 
thit T am the Lord, when T ſhall have execited 
ny judoments in her, and |thall be ſandtify'd 
ia her. Thus, when a flaſh of God's indig- 
nation ( kindled by that ſtrange fire they 
preſum'd to offer before him ) had blaſted 
the two preſumptuous Sons of Aareor, 
God is faid to have been ſandtifyd in then 
that come nich him, and to have been glori- 


| fd before all the people ; ſuch eminent and 


exemplary Inſtances of Severity, mani- 
teſting him to be fo Holy in Iis Laws, 


and to Concern'd for them, that even rhe 
Min 
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, God's work, his [range work, 


.6rs thali not yi 

bur 5na Him ( what 

LG £red/Tiormns calls him ) 4 con 

: - fire; ao v1 be Glorifi'd before all 
ti: -U Iv + ciLher | | oh D Obeulz: acc OL tholz 
LIat ApProaci Hua, of by their Deitruction, 
SG 06 EN LiCHCS, tat God can derive St 
LtiSlaction a5 ell from the Exerciſe of pro- 
voked Jail. 2$ from that of his provoked 
Mercy ; ; the facrcd Orator utes this remark- 
able Ant, macl. {ts : And it ſhall Coane tO paſs, 
that as th: T.crd rejoyced ovir you to do yeu good, 
and mull. ply you ; ſo will the Lord rjojce over 
you to d- troy vo, and Iring you 10 aauzit 
Thus, though it bc truly {ſaid of Gol by the 
Prophet Teremiah, that he doth not afflice wit 
linzly, nor gricve the Children of Mea: (and 
therefore the determined Contumption of 
the whole Land, which our Bibles Engliſh, 
other Tranſla- 
tors read, 
the ſins of incorrigible oticndcrs are grown 
to that provoking Heighth, that his Mer- 
cy intercedes no morc to avert or ſuſpend 
the inflictions of his Juſtice; than how 
much he can farisfic himſelf in Deſtroying 
thoſe that would not be Preſerve, may be 
gheſs'd ar by that formidab!c Expretſion 
in Ezekiel; where, having forc-told what 
havock 
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Seraphick Love. 
Lwwock the Sword, the Famine, and the 
V'eltilence thould make amongſt the intra- 
cable and diſpers'd /ſraelites, he adds, ( as 
3 kind of 'Em tw) Thus ſhall mine anger 
l: accompliſhed, and 7 will cauſe my fury to 
ri p98 them, and I will be comforted. The 
Howlings of the Damned as well found 
forth his Praites, as do the Haljlclujahs of the 
yuints ; they both do ing to him an cverla- 
{ing Canticle of Praiic ; only in this great 


—_ 


Contort of his whole inteliigent Creation, 
thc actignleily conſpiring Voices are as dif- 
fring as the Conditions of the reſpective 
Miners. Hell's carknel3 doth as well con- 
ribure to God's Glory, as Heaven's Ercr- 
nal Spicendor : AS Shawvows judiciuully plac, 
w no lets praile the Painter, than do the 
ixclicr and brighter Colours. And as when 
the Earth doth fend biack, noiſume, and ſul- 
phurcous Exhalations up toward the Sky, 
as, they reach not kKcaven , nor ati- 
compole the Spheres ; bur all the Storms and 
ihunders they produce fall on that Globe 
tncy came from, and there do all rhcir mil- 
Cucf: So, the wicked may wrong God incieed, 
yer do they really harm but themſeives by 
al their greatcit ſins, which trouble Him 
chiefly, bur becauſe they neceſſirate him ro 


punth them ; for the "Lranſgreilions that do 
moſt 


Ezek.13.5. 


Plal. 16, >. 


$ erabhick Lowe. 


moſt Provoke God do him not the les? 
Harm. An impious perion may ( as Eli 
lately inform'd us ) hurta Man as himſelfi;|- 
not that Supremely Bleflea Deity ; rhe Ref 
iult of whoſe Infimte Perfections 1s a reſcnÞ 
bling Happineſs, which 1s as inſeparablÞ : 
from Him as his Eſſence. Our Offences mai! 
derozate from his Acceſſional Glory, n«$ 
from 1s Eſfcntial Felicity ; or rather, the 
molt deſperate Sinners by their greateliÞ}4 
Crimes, can bur change the Attribute thei 
thould bring Honour to, and bur oppoſe welt d 
Glorifying of 115 Goodneſs to erat the © 
Glorifying of his Juſtice ; fincc he will be © 
falibily Glorify'd Gon or late, either bF' 
Men's AQtions, or their Suiferings ; by therP 
Practice of Duties, er Punil mnt for Sin. © 
thus you {ce how little God is bcholden to] « 
\ /ou for your Declining Hell : Nor will th" 
{core be very much increas'd by your Addre!þ © 
ſes and Artemprs for Heaven. Caz a Mas (ays} © 
Fliphnz) be profitable unto God, as he that 4} 
wiſe may be gher”s tbl: nnto himſelf : [© it ai" 
pleaſure tothe Almighty that thou art righteous: 
or is it gain unto kim that thou makeſt thy was 

crfeet 2 Congruouſly to which ſence th: 
Plalmiſt fan's, My Goodneſs extendeth not ': 
Thee: The fire that we kindle on God 


Altars, heats and cnlightens us, but warms 
no! 
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elf iÞ: 


1e Ref \ 


reſcm- 


arab!; 
S ma; 
” nc 
” thei 
-cateli 
2 the; 
[C tit 
5n th; 
be 
ol 1} 
7 their 
r Hin, 
Cn to 
1 the 
Idre!: 
({ay' 
hat i 
it aii 


fFeols: 


S craphick Love. 


lehhor Heaven ar fo ditiant a remove, nor 1s 


wanted 11 the Sun's Refidence. We have 
f 4 thc Regoilonceof che Perfumes and Incenle 
: burn upon his Alters, the Smoak doth 
\nih ere it can reach the Sky, and whiniit 
15S unCuUpers dd, but Clouds, and bait obicurcs 
t. Alas, our bell DCrfOLMANCes arc as uleicts 
Ccrvices to Gol, as the Heir 's bringing Wax 
> his UCParting Father, 1S to him, which 
Ms not any ng tO L! AC Rich Man's Store, 
and 1s by bum dcir'd and acce prcd, only to 
Sal away a Fortune to his Son. Though 
therefore it be true, thar God 1s pleas'd with 
Our PRES, yer is that welcome he 
\ouchſafes ro give them, {0 1ar irom enabling 
US by them ro requite ht 1S Love, that it 1n- 
creates the UnrFequireuncls $3 of 1t; fince he 1s 
delighted with them as they afford him jutt. 
les to reward them. How far from Mer- 
cenary 1$ then God's Bounty ! fince he ac- 
ceptS our acknowlcdgments of his former 
.cings, ( chictly ) ro make them oppor- 
CUNITICS of conferring freth ones; as good 


0:4 Zſaac delir'd his Son's Veniſon, that ftrom3en. 27-4: 


te reliihing of that ſavory Meat he mighr 
KC an OPPOCTUNITyY to BlelS him. 

And the better to diſcover how difin- 
terrels'd Gou's ravoeurs arc, let us further 
confiacr, how hittle they are requitable ; 
for 


W-" 


Coy PS 1 7 - 


45, au LLAT NEEl:er, ) and 

ii anu Power to ſer, him are 

3 {0 juſt an many ſcores, that we 
a2 unabe to Retribuce, unle(s we © o reftore: 
anu ail tie Luries We can pay our | Maker, 
are ics ptoperiv Requitais than Reflitutr 
ONS. When David and his Officers had 
otter'd rowaras the Structure of that Mag: 
niticent Temple , which tney feem'd ambr 
tious to make a Hanſon inferior to Hea- 
ven only ; the King himlclt gave Three 
thoutand Talents of Goid, and Seven of 
rein a Siuver, and the heaus of tne Peopic, 
tive thouſand Talents ( belies Ten thou- 


= | =» his own 


— = ——C—— 


{any Drachms ; of Gold, 'Fen thouland Ta- 


Icnts of Sitver, Eigarcen thouiand of Brais, 
and an Hunarcd thouſand of Iron, {a Trcoa- 
iurc, of which 1 {carce remember to have 
read the like in any Hittory ) betrics anum- 
ber of ali manner of precious ſtones, capabic 
of impoveruhing the very /nazes: they per- 
fum'd this noble and uncyquall'd Offering with 
a ſolemn Confeſtion, which perhaps in God's 


eſteem was much more precious than it : 7hin: 


O Lord, (fiays the Royal Prophet in the 
name of all) 7s the greatneſs, and the power , 
and the glory, and the wittory, and the md- 


zeſty . for all that 1s in [tavern and in Earth is 


thine, 


OWNn, 
and 
N are 
LL We 
Tore: 
akcr, 
rut 

had 
Mag- 
mbi- 
Hcea- 
'hree 
21 of 
"Pic, 
1OU- 


Ta- 


rais, 
Tca- 
lavec 
UmM- 
abic 

per- 
vith 
od 's 
hint 
the 
re, 
Av 
h is 


T1 


Seraphick Love. 
thine. Thine is the Rinedom, O Lord, and 
thuu art exalted as head abow2 all, Both Ri- 
h:s and Honour come of thee, and thou reion?(t 
ior all, And in thine hand is Porter and might, 
and in thine hand it is to make oreat, and to 
eive ſtrength unio all © Naw #þ: refers, our 
God, we thank thee, and praiſe thy glorious 
ume. But who am y” and what is my y people, 
that we ſhould be able to off-r ſo willinsly after 
this ſort - > for all things come of the, and of 
thine own have we given thee, For we (+: ſtran- 
gers before the, and ſojurners, as were all our Fa- 
th:rs, Onr days on Farth are as a ſhadow, and 
tire 1s none abiding. O Lordonr God, all this ſtore 


that we have prepared to build thee an Fouſe for 


thy Holy Name, com?th cf thige hand, and is 


all thine own. Who, (lays the Apoſtle) in a rom. 11. 
Queſtion that imports its own Negative ) 35 35: 


hath firſt given to him, and it ſpall be recompen- 
|:q4 to him again? For of him, and through him, 
and to him, are all thinzs. Nay, even our 
Love it {elf (that poor "Man's Surety and 
Exchequer , that dott: pay all his Debts 
by ſupplying him with rhe prerogative 
to Coin his deſires anl wiihes of an ar- 
bitrary valuc) is here unable to diſcharge 
our Debts: our Love being too much the et- 
ect, to be capable of bc.ag the recom- 


pence of Gods. And {urcly, the Divine 
Amoriſt 


F erapnick L 


Amorift had cauſe ro fay, that hercin i | 


the [ow?, aot that wo lot ved God, but th. it hz: | 
wed ns. And as aj tame Apoſtle cite! ewher 


ſpeaks,we [cv himypr. «ire þ firſt lowed ns. & in 


ctiect, we look upo! 1 the unworthy contcl; 
betwixt God's Mcrcics, and moiſt Mens In 


gratitude, and bur refie&t upon the {mall r-þ 


turn of Love that the greateſt disbauriement; 
of His do uſually bring home ; we cannot 
bur acknowledge,(asDavidin the late! y met: 
tion'd Scripturc 1d ) that our loving Gol 
for 1s Favours, 1s one ofthe greatcli Favours 
that we love him for. So unrequitable 1 
Gou's Love, and {o in{olvcat are we, that 
thac Love vaſtly improves the benefit, by 
which alone we mighr have prerended to 
lomc ability of Ron, And 4{o unh:- 
mited 15 this impotence of ours to recom 
Pence or repay God's dilcction, that it ex- 
rends to, and fetters our very withes. For 
God enjoys an aitiuence of Felicity, ſo pertect 
and cntire, thar even our Wiſhes can aim 
at nothing tor him worthy of him, un- 
icls inttructed by what he alrcady actu- 
ally polieſics ; And the Senſe of this fame 
very Impotence, to ſome of the oreateil 
DFO{CiCnts Uk Seraphick {.ove, appcars not 
ihe Jeail tincalic property or it. It grievCs 


11S ſenſibly, to {ce our iclyes reduc "I ro: be 
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Seraphics Leve. 


mly Paiſive, and the Receivers in this 


Fommerce. We would fain contribute fome- 
hing, and cannot always refrain from de- 
ting our Wiſhes to encreaſe his Happi- 
ics, ro whom we owe all ours. And ſome 
joly Perſons ( particularly St. Anſtin) have, 
y the Exuberance of their Gratitude and 
)cyotion, been tranſported to make Withes, 
1d uſe Expreſſions, wherein their Afﬀecti- 
ns had a greater jhare than their Reaſon, 
1d which argued them much better to ap- 
rchend, How much God delery'd of them, 
nan- How little he needed them. Bur, up- 
n {ccond Thoughts, we thall find, thar the 
Lauic of our Grief ought to turn 1t into 
ur Joy, ſince the Delires we would frame, 
ming at God's being intinitely happy, are 
| Fulfilled before they are conceived, and 
at in the moſt Advantageous and No- 
cit way : For, could God's happineſs ad- 
nit Acceſſion by our accomplith'd Wihes, 
ere were then a poſſibility of his Wanting 
mething to render 1t Compleat. And 
ire, "tis a more Supreme felicity to be b 
aturc tranicendenrtly above All encreale of 
ictjednefs, than to receive the Greateſt 
at Men can With. 

To proceed now to the Conltancy © 
ou's Loyec : we cannot entertain of God 
any 
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any Apprehenſions, nor altogether Unwoh 
thy of him, and criminally Injurious to hin 
without believing, That to think that kÞ/ 
can be inconltanr, is as great a Crime af 
"were a Milery to find him fo. His Loi/ 
iS like his Eſſence, immutably Erecrnal 
reaching from Everlaſting to Everlaſting, ip 
preceded the Nativity of Time, and wil 
{urvive its utmolt Period, and Obſequi, 
Having loved his own which were in the worli, 
he loved them unto the end, ſays the Evange 
lift : And when St. James had told us, That 
every good gift and cvery perfect gift is frm 
ove, ard cometh down from the Father « 
Lizhts, he adds, (to compleat our Conlolz 
tion) with whom is no variablencſs, neither jb 
aow of turninzg. Of his own Will begat he us 
the word of truth, And, in ettect, ſince God 
takes the Morives of his Love to us, from 
Himlelf, not from Us, the UnchangeableneJ 
his Nature ſeems {trongly ro infer that of. 
his Charity, and our Happineſs in it. For 
1 am the Lord, I change not ; therefore yz Sun 
of Jacob are not conſumed, fays God by the 
laſt of his Prophets: And in Frremiah it 
tells his people, / have lov'd thee with 
everlaſting love. And what God once faid 
ro the . gencrous Joſuah, 1 will newer lea: 
thee wor forſake thre, is by the Wruer ” 
rhe 
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95 
the ZZebrews apply'd to Believers in general: Heb-13: 5. 
for the gifts and calling of God (lays the ſame Rom. 11. 


Author elſewhere ) are without repentance. *” 


me {Nor do thole Crotles that ſeem due to his 
| Anger deſtroy the Immurtability of hisLove, 
fince even that Anger 1s. an Effect of ir, 


procceding from a Fatherly Impatience of 


ſeeing a Spot unwip'd off in the Face he 

loves too well to lce a Blemiſh in it ; and 

from his Deſire to {ce his Child an Object 

tt for a larger Meaſure of his kindneſs : As 

when we beat the Duſt out of a Suit we 
fancy,wc ſtrike not out of Anger, but only 

to remove that which doth Sully it, and 
hinder us to rake that Delight in it, which 

our fondne{s would be plcated with a juſt 
Cauſe ro find. As many as I love, I rebuke rey : 16. 
md chaſten, (ſays our Saviour.) And, / 

tow, O Lord, ( tays the Plalmilt ) that thy 2:07? 
judements are rieht, and that thou in fatth- 

The Furnace ot 
AlltCtion being meant bur ro Reine us 

from our Earthly drotſincts, anil Soften us 

for the Impretſion of God's own Stamp and 
Image, The great and merciful Architect 

of lus Church, ( whom not only the Phit- 
lolophers have ItyrFd, but the Scripture it 

KF calls 7175, an Artic or Artihcer } H->.11.15 
employs not on us the jHHammer and ths 

7 Fs 


2 ! 
& A wdS-:6wiy 


5 livins Stones, AS may 


Seraphick Love. | 
Chizel, with an intent to Wound or Man- 
gle ns, bur only ro Square and Faſhion 
vur hard and {lubborn Hearts into {ſuch 
both Grace and} 
Strengthen his heavenly Structure. Nor is Þ 
God only thus Conflant to his Love, burto 
his Lovclincls. Our Female Beauries arefi 
uſually as fickic in their Faces as their 
Minds,and more certainly in theFormer; be 
cauſe,though Caſualties ſhould ſpare them, 
Are gy in a Neccllity of a Change,nay, 
a Decay ; Icaving our Doaters upon Red 
and YV; Lone antly perplex 'd, by the in- 
eeriamty both of the Continuance of their 
Millrels's Kindnets, and of the Laſting of | 
her Beauty both which arc ncceffary to thefſ 1 
Ameriſis ; Joys and Quict) : : for, ſometimes. ff | 
when the Miſtrel(s's lviaour doth notÞ \ 
f 

c 


clitngeio Much, as to prove guilry of rh 
Fault of Inconitancy, her Faccaltcrs Enougl 
tO 1M: nak e her Lovers with Inconflancy no 1 
21 ', hat (he had commicred it, thai] 1 
er ki klenel 'S might afttord them ric bx t 
cuie of Imitaiton or Revenge : Bur, in De-ſþ 2 
\ QLiOn, WE Arc equally {ſecure from boi p 
tele Dangers: Since God doth not defilth vi 
bo 7 blethu 1G 03 Wy ith His Love, nor cca{c 
C\ COM CCrvINg r.FhC > Heighth of Qurs 
RE] he onl conftant 1nakin +ustheOb 
| wy 


Vian- 


hion 


{uch | 
or 5 


ur to 
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| jects of his Love, bur alſo in bending and 
* enclining us to make lum the object of our 
ſtrongelt attections; lo thathe not only per-. 


fiſts in continuing to us borh the ofter and 
the value of hisLove, bur perſeveres to give 
us a receptive diſpoſition to welcome it tg 


us, and reflect it up ro Him. The want of 
ſuch a diſpoſition loſt Adam Paradiſe, and 


the falll'n Angels Heaven ; there being to 
the object, thar mult ſecure our Love, tuch 
a Nature requiſite in reference to our atic- 
tions,as Philolophers are pleas'd to atcribe 
to the World's Centre in relation to hea- 
vy Bodies; which, they teach us, thar 
Magnertick Point has rhe double Faculty, 
not only ro draw thither, but to keep there. 


| For ſo Untoward and Crois'd-gram's arc 


We, in point of our own Good, and foun- 


fit to procure, and ready to Ueicrt, our. 


own Felicity, that neirher 1s Excotlency 
Sa {uſticient Motive to carry Our adgyrut- 
les to It, nor 1tS poticihion a comperzin 
te TO INTCrCepr in us all detgns of Revolts 
and Divorces : but we muit be uſed as 
peeviih Children are, who,(on the one fide) 
when their Mouths arc out of rafte, and 
fey retule to take waar 1s necetiary for 
tem, mult have ir not only eficr'd them, 
bur forc'd upon them, and be { as it were) 
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Seraphick Love. 

raade to reccive it ; and who (on the other 
ſide) mull bereſtrain'd from Gadding,when 
the beauty ot they Mantions the live in can- 
wt invite their ſtay ; bur they would glad- 
ly leave the pro! adeſl Palaces Architecture 
can boail, to run into the ſtreet and dabble 
in the Kennel. All thete three propertics 
of Divine Conſtancy are not ill thadow'd in 
thu OPCrations of the Load-{tone, (a Mine- 
ral, in which | have made roo many Expe- 
runents not to be by you allow a ro make 
1oMmc comparilons to it: ) For,firlt, ir never 
iorlakes its Inclinations for the Steel : next, 
being united to 1t, 1t retains {0 conſtantly 
1G attractive Qualities, that it gives not 
the Necule any Motive of deſcrting it; 
and '1 hirdly, it doth never rightly couch 
the amorous Steel without Jeaving an Im- 
pretiion, which ever after difpoſcs 1t to 4 
Converion to that Magnetick Potture, 
Which belt firs it to receive fretli Influcn- 
CC). lov Vick 1CL INC act LS OUT Re- 
{cmblance, betwixt God's work on Us. 
and the Load-ttones on the Iron, thar the 
kind Stone attracts a Needle to it, nor to 
aayantage it lelf by that Union, but tv 
1mpart 1ts Virtue to What it craws. Dc 
lies, Abience and Rivals, thote frequent 
Kuincrs of other Lovers happinels, Call 
treatcl 
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threaten nothing of formidable to yours. 
For, abſence ( which ſo divorces us from 
that which animartes us, that Lovers do not 


\ {0 improperly {tile it Death, if Death b- 


but the Separation of Soul and Body ) by 
God's Ubiquity we are ſecured from ; He 
1seycr preſent with us, or rather 1n us. Yo. 
that not long ſince {fo highly valu'd the op- 
portunities of converſing with your Miltrits 
lor ſome tew moments, ſhall here find your 
priviledges improv d roa permilſion, nay, 
an Invitation, of entertaining the Object 
of your Love at all times: No hour ren- 
ders your vilits unſcalonable, nor no lengrlt - 
redious : He is rather welcom'tlt to God 
thar comes to him oftencſt, and {tays with 
bim longeſt. What favours were vouch- 
{af'd ro that ancient Propherels, {who was 
likewiſe one of the firſt Evangelitts ) who 
ior many years d:parted not from the 7 VER 
ple, but ſerved God with Faſtings and Prayors vc. 
might and day, the beginning of St. Lvke's 
Goſpel may inform you : 
iſmns of Paul and S:l.:s did not only 
dilturb or oftend him they prais'd, bus: 
Procur'd the viſit of an Anvel to bring 


'®, 
l . * 
tnem miraculous and unexpected hbuorry, 
as a proot of the acceptabicnets 01 ctr 
Iceming unkealontble Devorions. V. ne 
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Ges 22. Fngoch had walked with God as many years as 


. - «4» 


the year has days,God was fo far from being 
imporcun 'd or tir d by that laſting aſſ1dui- 
ty, that vouchſafting him ar un zcxampled 


exemption from death Hnloaga bya 
new and ncarcr Cur : You ><. Act 
him to a yet cloler, more 1:7©-tarc, and 


morcundiftra%tdCommunion s. ith himſelf 
And when /{ſ-s had ſpent no {cts than 


+ forty days, and forty aichts im converſing ( if 


{ may uſeſo Fam liar aterm) with God in 
the Mounr, he brou ghr down thence, 1n- 
{icad ofaPenance for his in ortunity,{o fig- 

fp and radiant a Teſtimony of God's pc- 
cultar Fayour, that his dazlcd Cour ry-men 
wore as much dilabled, as INVIEt ed, ro gaze 
on an object of fo much wond er. And 
ten, how proud do we ſee many Lovers 
of rhcir fuſierings, W ken i ſhe but knows of 


Cm for whom they are endured 2 Bur in 
Sr. hhick Love, there is not the leaſt go0d 
With, - OF -Priyatett {at:o rmg, nay, wor 3 
W:irinern Is d17 OR Or C IDter "Thought, tl 214t 
lilenly Gro 1S.-07-Atpires. 11 the Amo- 
FS Soul; wy ac-butn Iees and = 


init" his Bet L2; 
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Seraphick Love. 
them and make them delerve a contrary 


name. Each amorous Soul may ſay to God, 


with David,7 hou knoweſt my down-ſitting, and .* 
my upriſing, thou und:rſtandeſt my thourhts af -: 
' ff, thou compaſſeſt my path, and my lyins down, 


and art acquainted with all my ways. 


And 


Chriſt alſo himſelf has ſo attentive an Eye 


upon the amorous Soul, 
forth in the Apocalypſe, as telling the Ruler 


that he is held 


| of the Church of Smyrna, 1 now thy works, R 


and tribulation, and poverty; And laying to 
the Angel of the Church of Pergamrs, 1 know 


thy works, and where thou awelleſt, even where ye. 


Satan's ſcat is, and thou holdeſt faſt my name, 
and haſt not A. ned my faith, even in thoſe days 


wherein Antipas was my faithful Alartyr, who 


/ 


was ſlain among you, where Satan direlicth. So 
that no endearing Circumſtance of our Love 
{capes unobſerv'd by Him, who has Done 
and Suffer'd ſo much 
God remembers not our Endeavours rv 
lerve Him, the leſs, for Our having forgot- 


ten them. 


Vhen 


to Cengage us to it. 


faw we thee any 


itreſſed, and relieved rhe 2 Wwallbe the Quetli- 
on of thoſe to whom Heavei it {cif will 


be at the iaft Day 
Miniftred to their Redecmer. 
in Degencrate timcs, 
did, like Let: 1n Soar, 
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Seraphick Love. 
Their Sins, that mourned not for their 
Own, and condol'd among themſelves the 
tprcading Wickednc(s of the times they |þ 
lid in; though probably the Dangers I 
threatned them by the very Sintulneſs they Þþ; 
deplord, made them atfect fuch Privacies 
11 their Conferences, as freed them from hh 
the thoughts of being Over-heard ; yet the 
Scripture informs us (and 'tis a Comforts 
ble as well as Memorable Paſſage ) that 


1%. the Lord hearkaed and heard it, and a Book if 


remembrance was mritten before him, for then | 
that feared the Lord, and that thought upon hi 
Name, Then ſhall he return, and diſcern betwixi 
the righteous and the wicked, between him that 
[-rwth God, and him that ſerueth him not. 1 


k: ow, lays Chriſt, (not only to the Angel of þo 
 S$myraa, but to cach truce Sufferer for him) 


thy works, and tribulation, and poverty; Fear 

wone of thefe things that thon ſhalt ſuffer. B:Þ 
thin faithful unto Death, and I will give the 

a Cronn of Life. God 1s often pleas'd to ac- 
cept rhote good Thoughts and Intentions 
Of 11S Servants,w hich never arrive at actu- 
al Periormances, Though David builr not 
the "Temple he defign'd, yer his Son, that 
1d If, intcrins us, that God {aid unto hum, 


n. foralnidch ws nas in thins heart to build at Þ 


{forte for m1 Nene, Then didft well in that 
T, 
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nary one) 
Quire, was ſung fora Blcfſing to Mankind, 
Wherein (for ought I know) their Love and 
Sympathy alone concern'd them : For unto ih 9.6. 


Seraphick Love, 
was in thine heart, &c. And 'tis the Epi- 
ct our Saviour gives God, Tour Father 

which ſeth in ſecret,&c. Nor necd we fear our 

Rivals ſhould ſupplant us, ſince we can 

þivc none in Devotion, whole.Prayer and 
endeavour it 15 not, that God would loveus 


morc. For his Love to you being ( as the 


hicfeſt merit) che ſtrongeſt Motive and Ti- 
lc unto theirs, they cannot bur with him 


well whom God doth love ſo; and cannor 


iſh him berrer, than by imploring for him 


freſh Additions, both of that love of God, 


ind grateful diſpoſitions to retnrn it. Our 
daviour aſſures us, that there is Joy 1n the pre- 


{-nce of the Angels of 'God over one Sinner that 


epcnteth.Andrhe fole Hymn(excepr a Vitt- 
L find recorded of the Ccleſtial 


us ( Men) the Child is born, and unto us the 


Sr is given. Who took not upon him the nature <> 


of Angels, Ent the ſeed of Abraham. So Noble 


and fo difinterels'd doth Divine Love 
make Ours, that there is nothing, befides 


the Object of that Love , thar we love 
more than our Concurrents 1n 1t ,  PCr- 


Chance out of a Gratitude to their atliſting 


vs, to pay a Debr (of Love and Praile } 
for 


Mat. 6. ©. 


Luk. 15.7, 
10. 
Luk.2. 13, 
I 4, 


2.10; 
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for which (alas! ) we find our fingle ſel 

"Bf bur roo Inſolvent. 

61h 2.179, Perhaps I nced not mind you, Lindamb, 

W that divers paſlages of the fore-going Di 

dab courſe,ſuppoſe the Truth of their Doctring 

18 who alcribe ro God, in relation to cy 


| 


b 


[* Man, an Erernal | Unchangeable and Incor; 
58 ditionate Decree of Ele&ion,or Reprobath 

by. on. Yet concerning the Controverſies IN 
4 rwixt the Calviniſts and the Kemonſtrant:yj 
$i bout Prxdeſtination, and the coherent DoF, 


Qtrines, it were improper to give you hen 
my ſence. Thoſe that are truly Pious of 1; 
lis ther Party,arc, perhaps, orherwiſe look'da 
[0 by God than by one another,as contendingh;: 
2» which of God's Attributes dhould be mol 
E: reſpected ; the one ſeeming to attirm irreiphy 
ctive Decrees,to magnifie his GoodnelJ 
and the other to deny them bur ro fecurſſ; 
the credit of his Juſtice. And even i; 
Honouring the tame Attribute, his Good 
nels, theſe PAdy crlarics{eem Rivals, the ons 
party ſuppoſing it beſt celebrated by belirFf 
v13g it fo irrcfiitible, thar ro whom f{ocvtÞ; 

t5:ntended, he cannot bur be happy ; ance 
ape thinking it mott cxtoJi'd by bens 

ng believ'd fo Univertal, that it will mak 
= fan happy, 1f he pica{cs : The onſſi!: 
Farty electing to Honour Frev-grace, A rc 
afhs 210% 


Seraphick Love. 
> (el jening it (as to Men) an unlimitedly vaſt 

&rent ; as the other does,by aſcribing it an 
ndamrly fallibly victorious degree. But though my 
1g Difaſtc, and the nature of my Theme make 
trinſhe decline the Controverſies abour Prade- 
 eVMRination ; yet fince the Doctrine that main- 
Incohins it, is not only by almoſt all the reſt 
robat Mankind,bur by the reſt of the Proteſtant 
ies bEhurches themſelves, ( the Lntherans, and 
rantiFivers Learn'd Divines of the Church of 
at VFy7/4;4) not only reje&ed, but deteſted as 
Uu heetle leſs than Biaſphemous, (as indeed they 
S of har judge 1t an error, cannot but be tempt- 
k'do{ to think it a dangerous one, and of ve- 
nding y pernicious conſequence, fo far forth as 
C mois Sequels are permitted to have influence 
rrelpÞn Men's Practice) I think at not amils to 
dnelbWdvertife you, thar the Doctrine of Przede- 
{ecuEMlination is not necellary tO juilify the 
en Trcenets and the Greatnzt3 of God's Love. 
J00WYffor fo contpicuous and refulgent a Truth 
he Ons that of God's being the Aurhor of Man's 
belieFFeliciry, that the diſpute berwixr the Cil- 
OCVC Fifls and Arminians 1S nct lo much con- 
; an crning the Thing, as concerning the main- 
y Diner of its being proffer'd; the tormer ai- 
mak: irming Gracz to bs irreliiulbly  prefentes!; 

tte later, though they deny it to be ir- 
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>, *Þf ectable, yer granting, nut onty that it1S 
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altogether free and undeſery'd, bur alj 


that the proffer is made both with a Poif 


cr enabling thoſe to whom tis tender'd, 1 
accept it, and with ſuch engaging invit 
tions, that Man art his firſt Converſion nc: 


contribute nothing to his Fclicity, 'burt tif 
not-wilfully refuſing it,and may more pr 


perly bc {aid ro owe 1t unto God, than ti 
Beggar to owe his Alms to his Relievr 
though hc open his hand ro receive it, whit 
he might have declin'd to do, if he woul 
have wilfully courted his own prejudice 
Chriſt paid a Ranſom to Readcem 1s, "tis tn 
and hc 15 threfore cail'd The Lord that bout 
#5: butit was God's free GoocIne(s, both 
provide us Thar Chriſt, and to accept 0 
That Ranſom, neither of which he was 0! 
liz'd to do, and therefore the Scripture! 


{cribes 1t not to the Juſtice, bur to the Lo'F 


;. of God ro the world, that 7 ſent his only! 


gotten Son to redeem it : and $1. Paulin the lan 


Fext tells us both, that We are juſtify: 
dies a are ao freely by his Grace,and ye 
chat 1t 1s, dis 75 Smovigures through. the hi 
drmption, { purchas'd for a Ranſom 
te Origival Word Engliſh'd Redemprion 
relating ro the price paid for the Reclee 


ing of Caprives ) that is in Teſrs Chril 
1 15 confcit on all hands, that Merit mv! 
bF 


' 
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ut ali dilclaim'd, and rhoſe that ſeem ro ex- 

2 Poſt fomerhing from God as a due, ac- 

zowledge, that if his promiſe did nor, 

ciractions could not make it {o; and that 

5to his Mercy they owe the Right they 

ve to confide in his Juſtice. St. Paul, who 

wing fought the good Fight, finiſh'd his courſe, 2 Tim. + 

1d kept the Faith, expected a Crown of Righ» Fe TS 

uſneſs from the Lord, under the Notion 

the Righreous Fudee ; yer tells us, that 

Grace we are ſaved, through faith, and that ph. :.s. 

t of our ſelves, it is the gift of God. Whole 

romites now they are made us, allow us 

deed to expect Heaven from his Juſtice ; 

oth ut 1he making ws thoſe great and precious pro- | 

ept 6 ifes, (as St. Peter juitly ftiles chem) mull per. : + 

725 oÞcacknowledg'd the pure Effect of his free 

ture $/4 «ndeſerved Gooaneſs ; which to believe In- 

2 Loi ite, we need bur conſider the dilpro- 

only (jorvion berwixt fuch a Recompence as E- 

efan$0al Glory, and rhe lealt impertect per- 

ſtiff mances of ours; Wluch though they 

ad ye ceded - not pardon, could not art leatt 

tho kr ballenge any reward trom Iim , who 

nom our Creator, has fuch a Right to cxact 

prion us What lervices he pleates , W:ithour 

JeenÞropoling us any Recompence, that our 

Chriſeractell obedience ro all his Commanus, 

oF ould yer leave us to confeis our telves 
wnprofitabl: 
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Luk 17. unprofitable ſervants who have done but w 
it Twas Our Duty to do; and what if we 
not done, we had given God, who h 
the Power, the Right, and Provocation! 
unith us. And indeed,ſo conſcious arent 
Wl: gencrally ( if not naturally ) to their þ 
7 ing beholding ro God for their Felici 


by, that even thoie that miltake or oppoſe l tit 
iP way of doing them good, will yer beluſn; 
kh to find out {ome Notion or other, undgis | 


which they may conceive themtelves God 
Debtors for his Bletlings. Thar che mon 
ſober fort of Romith Carholicks themſelve 


Bd | alcribe not {ſo much to Merit, ( properly $:,0 
/%y call'd ) nor ſo little to God's Grace, as thre 
=p more Quarrelſome Writers of their Part} 


have given the more cager Diſputants 4 « 
ours occaſion to reproach them, were pla 
ja laps no dithcult rask ro manifeſt, if mY: 
i hatte would give mc icave. Thar the Arm: 
* 1475 oWnrthe freeneis and unmeritednels oF: 
-;:.:::. God's Grace, the Remonſtrance * Contcilf 
_ on and Apology are very carcful to faris'! 
19.5. the World. And even the Socinians, (hoc 
; prolperoufly 1 determin nor) are not a iP! 
" tie, or umndultriouſly follcirous to fil 
their erroneous Doctrine of JuitincatioÞþ. 
'F Irom the objected guilr of its rencency iP 
ol Gray UC lacklacors of 1C to Sacrifice | "1 
the 
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Ye Th 
'e haſheir Felicity. Which brings into my mind 
0 hjaſſage that I lately read in one of the 
tion thief modern Upholders of that Sect, 
re m{h:chtingius; who is wont, in my Opinion, 
eir here his Subject will bear it, to diſcourſe 
elicits Fairly and as Rationally as almoſt any 
ole Iiciter that I have met with of his Perſua- 
be {uſon; and who labours to reconcile Socinrs 
uncJis Dorine with the Freeneſs of God's 
Godrace, by Conſiderations, which, not to 
moſure him, I thall pretent you with in his 
(clvewn words. Ad retundendam wero (lays 
rly W,difputing againlt the Learned Meiſnerres) 
1s thre antiam juſtificatorum, CF ne dicant Je me- 
Partf:ſ: Gratiam, non ft neceſſe, ſeruum in homi- 
1tS a: irbitrium inducere; nou debet wirtus tolli ut 
e Pfelatur arrogantia. Sufficit, 1. (uod nec velle 
t mic porfeicere poſſiat, miſt Deus © voluntatem 
ArnFrcitct 7 vires augeat. Y. Quod ea, ite aivi- 
els: adjrti wiritus facingt, aullo modo dignitatl 
itcil” frelio divine oratie reſpondent, ſed 111- 
miS1@{-i90 iatervallo ab ea abſent. Nay, though 
(hoſtke Modern ana Degencrate Jews be, up- 


BB 


a litÞ2 the Score of bcing the great Patrons ot 


 fraÞlan's Free will, not cauſletly efteem'd the 
atioErear Oppugners of God's Free grace ; 
\et both from their Fainous Rabbi, ant 
ny Learned Acquaintance, Meyaſſeh, Ben 
Iira:t, 


ir own Nets, and thank themſelves for Hab,.. 26. 


Cy,bs x31 
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1{ra:l, and from divers others of their moſtthe 4 
eminent Writers, has the truth ſometime |ſpreſe: 
extorted Confeſſions, which, though madeþn th: 
upon Erroneous grounds were not very farſſthe C 
ſhort of Orthodox. To which purpole IrÞhyhat 
member, that a Jewiſh Profcſlor of Hebrew,ſfmay | 
( who allifled me in my Studics of thatfſs he 7 
myſterious Tongue) being, as the reſt of hind * 
Nation, an eager and peremptory Chan-WClay 7 
pion of Free will, conceiv'd, that even thatus at 
Liberty,which ro us ſeems leaſt to Indebrſſkhar | 
men to their Creator, did tranſcendent!yſract« 
Oblige 11m unto God. For, one Day thatſerer 1 
we. were privately and freely diſcourſingfflis 
rogerher of matters of Religion,he rold mefain-l 
he thought Men ow'd more to Gods Goody and 
neſs, than the very Angels do. For,ſaid heFbur t 
whereas God, without any good Work 0Iffjou z 
theirs, bur purely out of his Goodnelsſup T 
conferr'd on them that bleſt Condition theyſeave 
enjoy ; by giving Man a Free-will, by theand } 
good Ute of winch be may Gloritie Iain]; 
Maker ; when, by Abufing it, 'tis in lfGouc 
power to Dithonour him, he allows Maſltegs; 
that higheſt Satisfaction and PriviledgeÞCloat 
of Cov-operating to his own Felicity. t he 

And now, Lindamecr, We are arrived atÞþbyic 
the laſt Property, which qualifies Godfknjoy 
the fitteſt Object for our Love, which 15#luc| 

(11 


Seraphick Love. 
of ithe Advantageouſneſs of his to us both in the 
nsffpreſent and the future Life. And Firlſt, even 
xdlin this World we owe God no lcfs than all 
farfſrhe Goods we polleſs. We owe him both 
what we have, and that we are: For we 
"WW, 
hat 
his 
m- 
Nat 


ind we were not only in his hands, {o like 


utfus any thing ; but we were ſo purely 
cbiflhar Negative, from. whence we were ex- 
tyfmracted, that He (if he had pleaſed) for 
ntkrer might have left us to our firlt nothing. 
ngKHis Love is the firſt Original and Foun- 
neFain-bleſſing ; all the reſt arc but as Pipes 


x} and Inſtruments ) to convey, and ſerve 


he fbur to hand it to us. Your Wit wins 
olfirou applaute, Your Induttry heaps you 
1Sup Treaſures; be it granted. But who 
CyÞave you that Wit? and d1d both Give 
hind Proſper that boatted Induſtry 2 Czr- 
1Sfainly, God as much gives all tae 
IFGoods we polſets, as he that gives a 
alÞepgger a thouſand pounds, gives lum the 
zACloaths, and car, and all rhe bravery 

t helps him to. Bur beſides theſe more 
Wbvious Preſents of Goc's Bounty, WC 
qd emjoy other effects of his Goounels , 
Slich, though by the Cuil»marineſs of 
11 [ their 


ITnl 


may {ay truly of God with the Plalmiſt, /t p;, .... 


he that hath made us, and not we our ſelves, verl.3. 


lay in the Potter's, that he might have made 1% 5+ 5. 


Po "Ln LR 
uy — _ 


bioargrter hen 8 


I 


fiderable ) Uſes of Life, beforc they ea 


by the {ad proſpect of their former ik kt 


Seraphick Love. 
rheir being poſſeſſed, rhey prove leſs Conf, 
{picuous than the other, yer grow no lc 
riz'd, when the want or loſs of thenf 
makes us {enſible of the true value of them þ 
Had ] the leilure, Lindamor, to Icad your 
rhoughts with me to the Gallies, and 
ſhew you there thoſe wretched Captive r 
rhar are chain'd to the Oars they tug aſh, 
and though expos'd ro all the Miterighh,. 
and Hardihips of a tempeſtuous Sea, haief., ee 
oftentimes cauſe given them, by their bare, | 
barous uſage athore, to fear the Ocear,) . 
leſs chan any Port, fave Death. Could] "i 
draw from you the Curtains of ſick an}. - 
dying Men, and open to you that faq, _ 
Scene, where ſome pine and languiſh away ..... 
by ciftempers, that deprive them of aly,. ; 
Joys, Advantages, and (whar is more conf, 


Fonts 
tar | 
not, 
C1m1 


them of Lite it ſelf ; Others breath rathe 
than live, perpetually rormented cithc 
with their Diteales or Phyſick to pr 
tract a wretched life, upon terms tha} 
turn it into a trouble : And others ſtruglini "ws 
with the rude pangs of death, are yq4.. 
perchance leſs tormented by them, thaf, VA 


and the remembrance of thoſe crimin ; 


pleaſures, which yet it perhaps leſs oy” 
Fmt 


Seraphick Love. 
th-m that thy muſt now forego, than that they 
nce enjoy d them. Should I, Lindamor, bring 
ou into Hoſpitals, and ſhew you there 
MErhc various thapes of Humane Miſery, and 
"ow many Souls, narrowly lodg'd, (if ] 
ay fo ſpeak) in Synecdochical Bodies, 
ze their carthen Corrages moulder awa 

to Duſt ; rnole miſcrable perſons by the 
loſs of one Limb after another, ſurviving 
ur part of themlelves, and living to ſec 
themſelves dead and buried by peace-meal. 
Should I, ro difparch, Lindamor, ſhew you 
ul the {overal Companies of Mourners, 
thar almoſt make up Mankind, and dit- 
clole ro you how copious ſhowrs of Tears 
do almoſt every where water (not to fay 
overflow ) this vale of Miferics ; you 
would perchance ſee cauſe to think, that 
Gods privative (if I may fo ſpeak) may 
contend with his poſitive Favours; and 
tar you owe little leſs for what you are 
nct, than for what you are, to that diſ- 
P{criminating Mercy of his, to which a- 
th one you owe your cxemption from Mi- 
leries, as great as the Bleſling it con- 


after ; is a queſtion that may be as well 
kt in reference to our External, as 
to our Spiritual condition. Which in- 
2 YItesS 


YYfers on you : For, Who maketh thee to 
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vites me to mind you, Lindamer, that youl 
are yet more engag'd to God's love ff 
protecting you from thoſe groſs Vices thaſf 
disfigurs moſt Mens minds, than fron 
thoic leſs dangerous, though more reſent 
cd diſcaſes that diſtemper their bodies. 
For, Ambition, Luſt, Avarice, Revenge, an 
eycn that vainConverſation which youngOa 
rlemen are gencrally pleas'd to think foi 
nocent, are really more formidable and pr: 
nicious Diſeaſes and Calamities, than rhok 
that reduce men to take Phyſick, or thru 
them into Hoſpitals. To evince the trut! 
of which Paracox, I hope I ſhall not net 
ro mind you of judging of the dangeroll 
nels of Diſcales by the Noblcneſs of thafſ 4 
part affected, ſince I can tell you, tha” 
he that cannot crr, ſeems dialy to juſtif,” 
Wor Aflertion, by tt; Ring {:cknels al 
th © ſharpel ouivard Calamities on hh 
OWn Gacarc! L Chu, KGren,. io pre{:rve the 
ir0:'2 the CABIN Oi IR Gr Cure Un 
- rhc ant at Eabitudes of it. An bo " 
norefore, ſice, when wo ſee a tend 
Mather apply a raintul Cauſtick ro uy... 
neck of lur FarumireTofant, Lnreatncy 
by tne - Ap; 3: we fcrupie not C 
concluuc; U.at foe. 37AKS. the trouble ( 
an:linh;o.anksy $12.0 the ( FINAL 
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ſion Fir, So when we ſec our Heavenly 
Father ſend Infirmities and Croſſes to re- 
[cue thoſe he loves, from the Contagion or 
Dominion of Sin ; we may ſafely conclude, 
he thinks Affliction a leſs evil than Guilt, 
nce he is too Wiſe and Indulgent a Phy- 
tian to Cure with a Remedy worle than 
he Diſeaſe. In the eighth of Deuteronomy, 
here is a caution given the /ſraelites, leit 
roſperity ( whichis wont to be a kind of 
the, thar makes Men forget all but 
heir Enjoyments ) ſhould make any of 


But ( ſaith my Text ) th:; that remember 
the Lord their God : 5. tit 77 
m vth them power to get wealth. i 15 not 
he revolting {ſraelites only , of vehole 
znorance, of his Bounty GoJl may 
complain, as he did by the Propner , 


a — 


Py LAG uy PR ” I : 
OF Hf TI "FS; L*:,46 F290 


[1C! 
ql 


An6" takins them by their Arms, but they 


knew not that I healed them: And tiicrc 


}{*"c but roo many of whom hc might lay, 


I 


 '"t know that 1 gave her corn, and wine , 
. ("4 oil, and multiplyd her Silver and her 
ofoold, which they prepard for Bail : There- 
- Wire will I return and take anay My (9772 


= I 3 it 


Sicm ſay in his Heart, My power, and the RON 
$"izht of my hand hath gott:n me this wealth. * 


S þ 2: Enw [ho oof $9 
act he did by rhe ſame Prophet ; For ſpe did 


by whom he ſaid , 7 tavzht Fphrain to By 11,3, 


2 


Luk 16. 


I 
+4. 4- * 
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in the time thereof, and LA Win? in the ſeaſon 
thereof, and mill recov.r my Wooll and m 
Flax given to cover her nakedaeſs. And this 
will make way for the deſign 1 had to 
recommend the ady antageoulnels of God's 
Love by ſay! ing , That as for Spiritual 
Goods, he gives us in this Life fo rich an 
carneit of expected Joys, that even the 
earneit is a ſtock large cnough to fubjil 
with Comfort on, and really OUt=Valics 
and tranicends all thois momentary pick 
{ures, 1t requires us to foriake, to keep 
up a TItic to Eternal Ones. Bur to par: 
Licularize Goa's Mercics to us in this vc 
ry fe, would certainly taxe up a cont: 
dcrable part of it, And yer the 1. »vc God 
bears us dics not with us, nor doth ( 4 


Mens Atications ) either endure a Funcral 


in our Tombs, or {uryive only 1n a utelcls 
gricft, { or an eſteem as bootlets. ) No, 
God's love is to far from reſembling th 
uſual ſort of Friends, who, when they have 
accompanicy us to the Grave,do there leave 
us; that, like the Angels that carr! 
inn”; "Soul ro Abraham's boſom , 1s 
Oiticioutncts begins then molt to appeal, 
Whci our dark Eyes arc clos'd , and 1: 
then trueit to the bcloy © Sou whe 


ſhe fortakes the Body ; giving each m_ 
Ic 
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{ed Saint cauſe to ſay of God, what N- hee 
mi did of Boaz, that Fe hath not left off his 
kindneſs to the living, and to the arad. Now, 
indeed ( ſays our Saviours Favorite ) are 
he the Sons of God, and it doth not yt ap- 
pear what we ſhall be : But we know, when 
VE ſhall app: AF, WC ſhall be like him. This 
Bleſt expectance muſt be now my Theme, 
becauſe rhe narrow Limits , which my 
Defign harch placd to this Diicourte 
' of the Advantages accruing from Gou's 
Love ) will leave no more room. untaken 
up by Heaven. 
Bur, Lindamor, befor2 1 proceed to {ot $eet. 1g. [34 
forth to you the Greatnels of the Felicity rc- fi 
(cry'd for us in Heaven, it will, I fear, be 7%; 
requiſite tomind you of rhe lawfulneſs of 44 
having an eye to it. For many, not unde- | 
ſervedly, applauded Preachers, have : of lare ; oh 
been pleas'd to teach the People, that to fs 
hope for Heaven 1s a Mercenary,Legal,and _ + \oh 
therefore unfilial Attection. Indeed, to hope | 
tor Heaven as Wages for Work pertornrd, 
or by way of Miric, in the proper and 
ſtrict Acceptation of that term , were a 
preſumption, to Which none of the Di- 
vines, we diflent from, can be too much 
an Enemy, nor perhaps more 16 than | 


am. But to take"in God's Bleflings among 
LC 


1 Joh, I.1 
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the Motives of Loving God, 1s, bur to 

P16, 1, do as he did , who ſaid, 7 love the Lord 
becauſe he hath heard my voice and my ſuppli 

cations ; and to look upon the joys of Hex 

ven, to comfort and ſupport us 1n the hard- 

* ſhips and lofies ro be undergone in our 

. journey thicherward is, to imitate no work: 

a Man than Z/:s, of whom it 1s faid, that 

Hb. ul, {2 eſtcemmes. th: reproacn of Chri!? great 
wy riches than the Treaſures in 2" Þt ; for hi 
h.d reſpect, or turn'd his Eye, ( amen) 
unto the recermpence of the reward. It 13 
1nzecd, Lindimor, a happy Frame 
Mind , to be able to love Go purely for 
Hmfel?, without any Glauce at our own 
Aavantages. Bur though I dare not de- 
ny, that it 1s poſſible to attain to ſo nigh 
and &*tnecrets' 2 kind of Love, yet Ithink 
that that Excci:ency, tuppos's to be vouch- 
taf d to jome Men, is not by the Scrip- 
ture exactca 2s a Duty from all Men. 
Verz ul} the Recompence of Picty of a 
woriuly Nature, and to be here recciv'd, 
the Actions invirc.l :-,; the Jaruition of it, 
might yais for Vierconar,,. Bur when 
Heaven is c:2#7 nenel fc; , as it Will 
acnit us unto 0. Puntion Af God him 
ſe/rin Chriſt, and that the other Joys 
expected there, arc fo far from being 


ol 
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of a ſenſual or aworldly Nature, that 
they are known not to be attainable, rill 
by death, the Senſes and Bodies them- 
ſelves, and all the merely animal Facul- 
tics be aboliſh'd , for a Heaven fo confi- 
derd, I ſay, to forego readily all the plea- 
ſures of the Senſes, and undergo cheerfully 
allche hardſhips and dangers that are wonr 
to attend a Holy Life, is, Lindamor ſuch 
a kind of Mercinarineſs, as none, bur a 
Reftizned, Noble, and Believing Soul, is 
likely tobe guilty of. If I thould ſay thar 
fear 1t {elf, and even the fear of Hell, may 
be one juſtifiable Motive of Mens actions, 
though I thould propoſe, what thoſe I am 
reaſoning with, would think a Paradox ; 
yet I ſhould perhaps, hold forth therein no 


more than the Scripture does, Let us there- eb. 4 v: 


fore fear, ({ays the Writer to the Hebrews ) 
leſt a promiſe being left us of entring into his 
reſt, any of you ſhall ſeem to come ſhort of it. And 
noleſs eminent an Herald of rhe Goſpel 
than St. Paul, who ſucceſsfully maintain'd 
the Evangelical againſt the Legal Spirit, 


thus profeſicth of himſelf, 7 keep under | © 9 
my body, and bring it unto ſubjection, leſt 


ly any means, whew 1 have Preachd to 


others, I my ſelf ſhould be a caſt-a-way. 


And *twas not to Slaves or Hirclings, 
that 
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that Chriſt dirc&s this admonition, / {a 
anto you , my Friends, B? pot afraid 


them that kill the Body , and after tha 
have no more that they can ao: But I nil 


forewarn you whom you ſhall fear , fear him 


which after he hath kild, hath power to ««f 
into Hell; Tea, T ſay unto you, ( a gemina- 
tion, which the preſent controverſie they, 
not to have been cauſcleſs ) fear him. 
Where the Paraphraſe given of God, is 
not barely deſcriptive, but ratiocinative 


(to borrow thoſe terms of rhe Schools )F 


in warning us not only whom we ſhould, 


and jhould not fear, bur why we ſhould 


fear the one and not the other. As when 
St. Parl fays, 1 know whom I hiv: 


. truſted, he means what. manner of per- 


{on, how faithful ( as St. Peter elſewhere calls 
God) and how omnipotent : whence immedr 
ately he adds, And 7 am perſuaded that he 1: 
able to keep that which T have committed unt! 
him againſt that day. More Texts of the ſam: 


Import might be added, if the Deſign «Þ- 


thoſe already alledg'd were other, tha 
to Facilitate the 2dmitlion of the more pla 
{ible Truth we have been making out 
and which to us ſeems very cleerly hel: 
forth in thoſe and rhe like Scriptures 


which are therefore cired our of th: 
Ne) 


RN) eraphick Love, ILL 
New Teſtament, that they might have the 

greater Authority with one ſort of our An- 
tagonitts 7 preſs toward the mark of the priz2 Phil3.14. 
of the high calling of God in Chriſt 0 '{r25, 

Bl:ijſed are they that do his Commanaments, Revaz.14 
that they may have right to the Tree of Life, 

ana may enter in through the Gates into the 


City. Laying up in ſtore for themſelves a good i Tim. 6. 


foundation againſt the time to Come, that they '9 
may lay hold of eternal Life. To them, who 'y 
patient continuing in well-doing , {cel ek 

(179 ) Glory, and Honour, aud T BunariMiy, 


| Eternal Life. And of Chriſt himſelf, whoſe 
Love to God is queſtionleſs Filial and 


Uncqualable, *tis faid, Looking unto Fe-R Rom.2-47 
ſus the Anther and Finiſher of our Faith, © 


who, for the Foy that was ſet before him, 

endured the Croſs, de: Joi ſed the ſhame, and 
x ſet down at the right hand of the T7 hroa: 
of God, Nor ee I rs it ſhould be Un- 
tilial for a Child of God to further the. 


Raiſing of thoſe Paſſions, which his hea- 


venly Father intends ro have rais'd in 
him, upon the ſame Grounds and Mo- 
tives that God is pleas'd ro employ to 
excite them. And fince the Scripture 
lcems plainly to invite our hopes, by re- 
cording St. Pauls having ſaid, Every Mar 

that ſtriveth for the maſtery # temperate oy we 
in 


pag 


Mar. s. 12. 


Rev. 2+ 
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in all things; now they al it to obtain a corruſ- 
tible Crown, but we an incorruptitle. And by 
repreſenting our Saviour himſelf, as ſay- 
ing in one place, Rejoyce, and be exceedim 


glad, for great is your Reward in Heaven: | 


another, Be thou faithful unto Death, and! 
will give thee a Crown of Life. And in dr 
vers others ſpeaking to the like purpoſe; 
Since, I ſay, the Scripture ſeems thus to 
allure our hopes, would it not be a kind 
of accuſing it of an aptneſs to delude and 
enſnare us, to teach, that it propoſeth to 
us the powcrtulleii objedts to incite our 
pailions, if it be {Gnfal to cheriſh ana har- 
bor the paſſions naturally belonging to 
thoſe objects 2 and certainly, Lindamor, 
ſince God, who, as our Creator, knows 
the Frame and Conſtirution of Man's 
Soul, incomyarably better than he him- 
{elf, is pleas'd to deal with our Hopes and 
our Fears, to engage us to his {crvicec : 
It very ill becomes us, either to quarrel 
with his Methods of working on out 
Spirits, or to reje&t any help which he 
has been pleav'd to afford a Picty, which 
for ought cyer I could obſerve, does 
even in the beſt Men find reſiſtance 
enough to kcep any help that can be em 
ployed to promote it from being ſuper 
{tirious 
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titious. And truly, the animating or diſ- 
couraging influence, that Hope,or the want 
of 1t,1s wont to have upon our endeavors, 
makes me very apprehentiive, that ſince the 
enivening hopes of Heaven are not able 
to make molt mens endeavours, other than 
very Languid, the forbidding thoſe ſup- 
porting hopes would ſoon weaken and de- 
creale our endeavours into none at all. 
Bur, Lindamor, though I may perhaps 5,q. 2c. 

have taken ſome pains in ſtudying Con- 
troverſial Divinity, yet I take (o little 
plealure in writing of it, that though 
not only a ſ{eaſonable Duty to truth, bur 
a necetſary one to the enſuing part of 
this Diſcourſe, have preſſed me to {ſerve 
in this Cauſc ; yet I jhall perhaps obtain 
your pardon ſooner than my own, for 
having thus long ſuſpended the diſcour- 
ling to you of the Advantazeouſneſs of 
God's love to us, as it gives us here a 
Right, and will nercafter give us admitl- 
on, ro Heaven, Heaven, the bright Seat of 
lo much happineſs, thar we fhall ſ{carce- 
ly count amonglt our Joys, that Hcaven 
is the ſear of them. There the Excel- 
lency of the paſlcliied Goods ithall as 
much diſappoint our expectations, 2s 1n 
other fruitions the emprineſs is wont to 


do. 


1 Cor. 2.9. 


to tranſcend imagination. 


Seraphick Lowe. 
The Apoſtle rel!s us, that Eye bath 
ſeen, 


do. 


Aaot 


hath prepared for them that love him. Such 
pure refin'd Delights not only ſtoop nor 
unto Senſe, but are ſublime enough even 
When Fancy 
hath form'd and ſhap'd the perfectelt Ideas, 
that its abſtractions can make, of Blet- 
ſedneſs ; our own more happy experiences 
of greater, muſt diſabuſe us, when we 
come to Heaven ; which is a ſoil, whoſlc 
fcuirfulneſs 1s {6 contin'd to Joy, that even 
our Uilappointments and miſtakes 1hal, 
there contribute to our happineſs; which 
will ſo much partake of his immecn{iry, 
whole Gift it 1s that you ſee the Apollic 
gives it a Negative deſcription : and to 
create in us apprchenſions uncerogato- 
ry from what we ſhall poſſcls, nor only 
removes our thoughts from all we do cn 
Joy, but cxalts them above all that we 
can fancy. Ar which way of procced 
ing, that you may the leſs wonder, Li 
aamor, be picaled to conſider, that mn 
Heaven our Faculties ſhall not only be 
gratifi'd with ſuitable and acceptable 


nor Far heard, neith:y hawe entre 
znto the heart of Man, the things which God 


objects, and conſ{cquently our Capac! 
tics of Happinels, as well encreas'd - 
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| = Seraphick Love. 25 
"ffild. A Child not yet releas'd our of | 
"rhe homely priſon of the Womb, cannot 1 
'"*Frhcre poſſibly frame Ideas of thoſe de- 
lights, which will be afforded him by the bi 
pleaſing noiſes, and the glittering objects 
that will preſent themſelves to him after 
his Birth. And th@gfame Child whilſt he 
"continues in his NoOnage, though he may 
wich Delights look upon Emblems finely | 
drawn and painted, and may take ſome ih 
pleaſure in beholding the neat and ſurpri- 7; 
ing Characters and Flouriſhes of a Greek 
and Hebrew Bible curioutly Printed ; yer yl 
he cannot then imagine the pleaſure the 4 
lame objects will atford him, when Age 4 
Jand Study ſhall have ripened and in- 
ſtructed his Intclle&tuals, and made him 
capable both of underſtanding and reliſh- 
ing the excellent Moralities, couch'd in 
thoſe 1ngenuous Emblems, and the pro- 
found and ſaving Myſteries, wherewirh 
thar Divine Book, rhe Scripture, ( eſpeci- 
ally in its original Tongues ) does to an 
Intelligent and Religious Peruſer, appear why 
replenſh'd. Such a double adyantage, {#7 
Lindamor, among others, the admiſſion - Fx 
into Hcaven brings thoſe, to whom that Fo 
Bleſling is vouchtaf'd : For, beſides that 11 
j| {tt of Objects, (if I may ſo ſpeak) fo 

$: new 
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new and ſo peculiar to Heaven, that their 
Ideas could never enter into Men' 
thoughts before their admiſſion there; 
beſides this, I ſay, our then enlarg'd a- 
Pacities W -ill cnable us, even in objed; 
which were not altogether unknown to us 
before, to perceive things formerly undi{- 
cern'd, and derive thence both new and 
greater fatisfactions and delights. Von 
not, Lindamor, that in mentioning the 
joys of Heaven, I uſe the expreſſions 1 fin! 
lets derractory from a Theme, as much 
above our Prailes, as the Heaven they are 
enjoyd in is above our Heads. For, 
though ſuch expreſlions may ſeem ſome: 
whar Tumid and Aſpiring, and fitrer much 
for one that celebrates, than for one that 
bur atlerts : Yet cannot I ſcruple ro uſe 
{eceming Hy perboles in the mention 0! 
Felicitics, which make the higheſt Hyper: 
boles bur tceming ones. For tholc Joys, 
Lindamor, of Heaven, are like its Stars 
which by reaton of our remotenefs from 
them, appear extremely little, though real: 
ly in themiclves they are to vaſt, that 3 
Iefs than the largeſt is by odds greate: 
than the viel object upon Earth, nay. 
than the whole Farth it fol And therefor 
as 1f I were to take vou With me to corn 
remplate 
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zmpſate the Planets, I would ſhew you 
them throuzh ſuch a Teleſcope, as by a 
greatning thoſe bright Objects in compa- 
on of what to the unaſſiſted Eye they ap- 
pear, doth {ſomewhat leſſen the diſadyan- 
tage of Remorenels, and jhews them witl1 
lets detraction from their true Magnitude; 
'» mentioning to you the Felicities of Hea- 
en, 1 think 1t not unlawtul or Improper 
to endeavour, by repreientations, tran{cen- 
ang what they appear, to give you Noti- 
ons letS inferior ro what they are. 

in Heaven, then, we ſhall raſte hap- 
pincls enough, to enable us to rectifte 
me definition of ir. We may there be 
n{rudted how ro Name and Rate all 
Goods by thole that wi:l Concentre in- 
to the Felicity we ſhall pollets, which 


Jihall be there made up of the Confluence, 


Periection, and Perperuity of all true Joys. 
tor, Heaven will make us happy, not 
(as Philolophy pretends to do) by the 
Confinement, bur by the Fruition of our 


| Defires : which thall neither fail in the 


choice of their Objeas, nor mils of the 
enjoyment of them ; bur be, both uner- 
ringly Juſt, and infallibly accomplih'd : 

In = former of which Properties, (as our 


then Rectif'd Reaton will contider things) 
K we 
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Seraphick Love. 
ve ſhall think our {elves happier (yer) than 
in the latter. We {hall there reſemble the 
Saints we here Admire, and ſhall nor only 
See, and be like thole Pious Worthics, whole 


virtues Eclipfe theirs, which among the Hea- 


then Deiti'd Ic{$ deſerving Heroes; thoſe ex- 
ccllent Perſons that did as well Ennoble as 
in{truct Mankind, giving us cauſe to Glo- 
ry, and to Bluſh rhat we are Men, and 
whole Stories have the unparalell'd Honor 
of bcing recorded by Infpir'd Pens ; Tholc 
Spirits 1 {ay, of juſt M-n mad. perfed?, as thc 
Scripture terms them, thall be our conſtant 
and {amiliar Company, into whole bleſſed 
Socicty we {hall not only þe Welcome, but 
Encreaſe it. Jn Heavea, we thall have a 
blels'd and familiar Converſation with 
choſe {ame glorious Spirits, whoſe Nature 
doth inveſt them vrita ſuch a Luſtre, that 
ail che Diſadvantage of their Diſguiles, 
when they Appear co us, doth {carce tuffice 
to confine our Raprures to ReſpeRs below 
Iciatry, and darken them into Objects 
for our Yonder, not Adoration. 'Therc 
vc ſhall ice (a5ighr worthy dying for) thai 
Bictled Saviour, of whom the Scripture 
docs {o nauci, and to excellently entertain 
GS, and Who having done and futfer'd {0 
NUCh tor us, docs lo highly delerye of us, 
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SCrapmmer Love. 129 
both upon the ſcore of his infinite perfeCti- 

ons, and upon the account of his ineſtima- - 

ble Benefits. Yes, there ſhall we ce thar 

Holy and Divine Perſon, who, when he 
vouchſlaf*d as his Favorite-Diſciples (peaks) 'E «= 
to pitch his Tent among #5, and dwell with | 
Men on Earth, to fit them by his Merits ! &«. 1: 
and Example to dwell with him in Heaven, 

did {o admirably mix an awful Majeſty 

with an humble meckneſls, and the alſum'd 
Infirmities of his human Nature, with the 
{caſonable Corulſcartions of his Divine; and 
expreſs'd in his whole life, {o perfect and 
exemplary a Virtuc,and yet {o much Sweet- 

nels and Genrlenefs towards thoſe Alpirers 

to it, that that were the molt ſhort of it ; 

that the Jews themſelves could fay of him, 

Thar, Ze had don? all things well ; and his Mar.. 37. 
very Enemies, that were employed to ap- 
prehend him as a Malefactor, confels'd 

even to thole that ſent them to do to, 

That nzver man ſpake like him. And his Apo- jut 7. 45: 
[tles, who had moſt opportunity to pry 
narrowly into his Actions, and were of a 
condition and breeding very unlike to 1n- 

fnle into them Hceroick Refolutions, d19, 

in ſpight of the frequent reproofs their 
failings extorted from him, and of the 
hardinips that artended his f{ervice , 

think even dearth it ſelf in his Companr, 
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more Eligible, than life led our of it; L:: 
J+h.11.16. 775 alſo 70 that we may die with him (fays even 
the diltruſtful 7homas to his fellow Dilci- 
ples.) But, Lindamor, we ſhall there ſce the 
» Son of God, not in that Form of a Servant, 
which he put on, that he might ſuffer for 
Us, ana exerciſe his Pric{tly and Prophertick 
Function hcre below; but in that Regal 
State and Condition, which belongs to him 
by Virtue of his Kingly Oftice; on whole 
{core he 1s itiled in the Scripture, Ang f 


Pn:!. 


Rov 1 
Mar 25 "thoriry being (as himſelf ipcaks) given him 
both in Heaven and in Earth. And now 
Nobly attended may we tuppole this Dir 
vine Monarch to be in his Exalted Condi 
tion in Heaven,when 1n his ſtare of Humi- 
liation on Earth, whiltt he was in the W:- 
tat-4 13: dreſs among the Wild — the Angels arc 
recorded to have mis; ſired unto him: and 
whallt he lay {wayth'd in a homely Man: 
ger, the multitude of the Celeſtial Hol 
were heard to folemnize his miraculous 
Birth, according to that Yatlage of the Wrr 
Heb. 1, «, ter to the Hebrews, hea he TEIN the firſ 

bezotten ito the old, (he faith) And let al 

the Anzels of God werſbip him | And yet ſuch 

confidcrable and noble Creatures, tholc 

immaterial Incelligencers, called Angels, 
are, 
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able to deitroy above a hundred and four- 
(cor? thouland Men , in the blalphemous 
vSnacherib'S 1mpious Camp. And to much 
Majefty and Superiority, does their Narure 
ve them, in reference even ro the emi- 
:enreſt of Mortals, That, waca the un- 
caunted Fofhna had boiuly chaileng'd one of 
them, thar appear'd to him in the likencts 
of a Man and "Jemanded Whom he was for; 
Flien he knew him to be an Angel, -ualels 
« tuppos'd him ro be that promisd Met- 


Cal , Who 1s elſewhere call'd 4: Angelof the Ma' 3.1, yl 


(uz: ant as it 15 1n the i ginal, and 1n 
the fame Text 192 Lord ) he alters his Ad- 


ircls unto him 1n this fubmiliive one, FH. lot 5. 
13; 1.4 


jJuith my Lord unto his Servant : And Cen 
Wile and Holy Daniel nimicif, who was the 
{ccond Perfon # the World for Power, al 1 
the firlt for much noblcr Artributes, Wail- 
dom, and Underſtanding, who law fo ma- 
ny Governors of vatt Provinces, and Pro- 
fellors of admired Magick, inferior ro him- 
ſelf; yer confelles to the Angel, thar a»- 
pear'd to him, that he was confounded 
and difanimated art his Preſence, and adds, 


How can the Servant of this my Lord, talk an tn 


with this my Lord? We may {afely rhere- 
tore cxpect, that we ſhall chen behold our 
K-73 da- 


ire, that One of them in One night was pl Kings 
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Saviour, not in thoſe diſguiſes which diſii- 
gur'd him in their Eyes, that only confi 
der'd his Sufferings, bur 1 in that trnmphant 
Condition , wherewith racy arc now re- 
warded:-: The 1 cape of Ris now no 
more. Gauiing , but Agdorning) Crown 
will appear upon hat Radiant Head of 
his, more Glorious, than thoſe of tac 
flaming Buſh, wherein God appcar'd to 
Pef's, And we ſhail not fee that deſpica- 
ble Form, which made the Propnct 1ay, 
perſonating the generaiity of the Jewnh 
Nation contemporary WR the Meſlias \ ---- 
He hath #0 Ferin nor Cemelin'ſs, and when w: 
That ſ-e him, there is 0 B. ant that m2 ſher 1 
a-fire hizz. But weſhall fee him encompaſs d 
with fo mucin Miajelty , and ſhining witnlo 
much of ns Genuine © Spier :dor and Beauty, 
that weinall actervedly eſteem him mp 
the Admiratls, And our ravih'a Souts thall 
by the more attentive conteinplation of 
hum, bur find mor2 caule to imitate thc 
Spoulc In $9979 S$ MYLUCK Fpithalamini ' 
vho having aweolr upon the I5caurty of TO 
{c \' eral or arts tin: 1 CONCUTY qd CO FC aCTOM:. 
pliſning ot the Divine Briwdegroom, ex- 
claims in 2n {piphenrma, Very co wrary t 
the expretſion latciy mentoand in the 
Prophet; 72: 25 altogether fires, or by at 
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Hebraiſm, mf 4/1 able which our Eng- 
liſh renders, it is altozeth:r lovily. His 
Eyes will rherc appear : as St. John repre- 
ſents them, of active Fire, and will into Rev. 1.14. 
the willing Brealts of the raviſh'd Beho!- 

ders, thoot Flames as Pure, as Holy, and 

as dearhtlet5 as thoſe Fathers of the Church, 

who believ'd not the Angels altogetner In- 
corporcal, may be ſuppos'd to have con- 

ceived the Seraphims to conſiſt of. Certain- 

ly , ſince ( as rhe Scripture informs us) 77 

never entred into the heart of man, what God hrs 

rferUd in F:avn for rbeſe that love hims; 

That Glory can be but imperteCtly exprets'd 

by the bare Epirhetof Inconceivable, wich 

which God rewards the meritorious Suffe- 

rings and Obedience of that only begotten 

Son of his Love, for whoſcſakehie is pleas'd 

to confer on ſo many thouſands of Men, 
unimaginable Glories. He that vouchlafes Ml. 4 = 
evn to many of his Servants a brightneſs 

like that of the Stars, will ſure communi- 221-12-3- 
cate a morc radiant Luſtre to the Sow of 
Rizht:onſn:ſs, that only Son of His, whom eb. 1 > 2. 
(to borrow inf} pir d expreſſions) /- þ.th made 

Heir of all things , by whom alſo he made 

the Worlds : wh being the briehin-ſs. of %is 

Glory, and th: expreſs Imaze Ui his Perſon, 

and npholaing all things by il the word if this 
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Epi... 21-Dower, when hz? had Ly himfelf purz'd our fans, 


ſate damn on the right hand of the Majeſty 
on high, far above all Prixcipality and Power, 
and Might and Dominion, and ev!sy name that 
is named,not only in this world,Lnt inthat which 
7s to com?, Thereby cxalting him, not only 
above all Earthly Princes and Porentates, 


bur even above the higheit Orders of the | 


Spirits of the Caeleitial Hierarchy. 

$2. 19, But apprchend not, Lindamor , that 
this ſublime Exaltation of Chriſt wil 
make him deſpiſe the mcaneſt of his 
Saints, or diſiiai Communion with him. 

Fhil. 2.7. For, St. Paul aſlures us, Thar he was in 
tac form of God, when he voucii{af'd to 
take upon him the form of a Servant, to 
make us ircc; and furc,he that condcfcend- 
ed ſo far, and ſloop'd ſo low, to invite 
and bring us ro Heaven, will net refute 
us a Gracious Reception there. In the 
days of his Flcſh he was plcas'd to own 
T.azarns,cvcn inthediihonors of the Grave, 


and voucilaf'd him in that deſpicable 


condition the Glorious Title of his Fricnd. 

And when he deſcended the Mount of 

: Olves, all the joud Acciamarions of the 
Luk. 19. prod Fu : . 
$7,38,:1. glad Multitude , that tang /oſanna's tO 
him, and ftrew'd his way withtheir Palms, 
their Veſtments and their Praiſes, could 


not 
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zot divert him from Deploring, eyen with 

Tears Ferufalem's approaching Farce; and ex- 
prelling in themidit of his Triumphsa Con- 

czrn, for the very worlt and ſtubborneſt of 

his Enemics. And ,leit it ſhould be rhoughr, 

that he was thus concern' for worthleſs 
Mortals, only whilſt he Shar' and Felt 

{the Miſcrics of their Condition; give me 

leave to obſerve ro you, Liadamor, that 
immecliately after his RelurreXion, whilſt 

the Senſe of the ſudden and unexampled 
change of his Condition was freth upon 

him, and the Remembrance of rhe Apoitle's 
Ingratitude in deſcrring him, almolt as Re- 

cent; he ſticks not to pive thoſe very Ditl- 

ciples that forſook him, the glorious Title, 

and thar a more familiar one than we find 

him to have allow'd them on Earth) of bes Mar::8.16 
Brethrea ; and particulariy thews himſelf Mar 16. 7. 
Solicitons for that Peter, who, 1n ſ{pight of 

all choſe empty boaſts, wherewith he not 

only feem'd ro detie Death, bur Chrilt's 
Precliftion too, did not only forlake his 
Maſter,bur deny'd him. He can in Heaven 

be ſo concern'd for his diſtreſſed Members 

here on Earth, that not onlyhe can take 
notice of expiring Stephen, thorow that aq. y. 
Cloud of faral Stones that barter'd down 


his Priſon : and can, when Saul was perle- 
Guting 
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136 
_ cating the vulgar Chriſtian, cry out unto 


Ar.9.5. him, Saul,Sanl,why perſecuteſt thou me ? as if 
He, and thoſe that Love him, were but One: 
Bur in the Meſlages he ſends to the Angels 
or Governors of the {even Churches, he tut 


Ta the fec- 
eonT 3nd 
rhir4 
©1495 ficiently manifeſts, Thar ſingle Chriſtians 
Acoa'2%. may beas particularly in his Thoughts, as 
if they had no other Object : His Great- 
nefs will not make his Kindneſs lefs fami- 
liar, bur only more Obliging ; He diſdains 
-»; -- Not, even afrer his Aſcenſion, to {ay, Be- 
hold, I ſtand at th: door and knock, if any man 
hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in 
to him, and will ſup with him, and he with me. 
That King, in the Parable, by whom him 
ſeif is repretented, 1s pleaſed himſelf to. wel- 
come cach Individual truſty Servant with 


a peculiar, Enge bone Serve ; And in ano- 


R 


Mat >F. 


ther Parable he {cruples not to repreſent 


the great condeſcenſions and familiarity, 
wherewith the Lord ſhall renumerate the 
fairhful and watchful Servants, by telling 
rok 12, his Diſciples, Bl:{ſed are theſe Servants,xhom 
a the Lord, when he com?th, ſhall find ſo watch- 
ing. Verily, I ſay unto you, that he ſhal 
gird himſ-lf, and will make them to ſit down 


to meat, and will com? forth to ſerve them. 


At which expreſſion, you will the leſs ad- 
mire, if you conſider, that beſides thar it 1s 
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Seraphick- Love. 
xabolical,and probably hyperbolical, and 


herefore not to be taken ( as the French 
wak, au pied d- la lettre) in a {trict fence : 
Ve find 1n the Evangelical Story, that our 
aviour dildain'd net to converſe familiariy 
rich Publicans and Sinners, nor even to 
raſh the Feet of his Diſciples : And ſince 
econdeſccnded toſuch Familiarity to thoic 
rail Mortals, ſo many of whom were apt 
0 turn the favours. of God into Wanton- 
pls, we may the leſs admire his gracious 
' Kondeſceniions to thoſe, the Sinletsneſs of 
rhoſe condition will keep them from rurn- 
ng his vouchſafements into any thing, bur 
xccaſions of Joy and Gratitude. Marvci 
not, Lindamor, as at an impertinency, that 
| appear ſo folicitous to pollels you witn 
gh apprehcenfions of rhe ſuper-cminenc 
Dignity and Feliciry of our cxalted Savi- 
Jour; and that in the lofticit and moſt mag- 
niticent expreſſions, the Scripture atforas 
> Ime, I have endeavourzd to make out to 
_ You, that the bright Son of Rigliccouſnels 
745 now grown uncapable of ſuttering E- 
y 


to 
if 
Ie: 
els 


uf- 


clipſes, bur ſhines with unclouded and unc- 
Jqual'd Splendor ; and that we ſhall in Hea- 
Jen (as the Writer to the 7Z:brews ſpeaks) 


4 ſhort whiule, Cay 7 ) lower than the An- 
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Scraphick Love. 
gels, for the ſuffering of Death, crown'd with 
Glery, and Flonour. For it will make Heaven 
more Heaven to us, to find him reigning 
tacre, who hath ſuffer'd ſo much for us; 
and for whom, if we cer come thither, we 
{hall have ſo much ſuffer'd. For, fince our 
Love will, as the reſt of our ſurviving Gra 
ces, be perfected and grow compleat in 
Heaven ; the incffable Happineſs of our 
dear Redeemer mult needs bring an encrealc 
to ours, commenlurate to the Ardency of 
our Love for him, and we ſhall reliſh no 
Happanets more than that ; which is there 
forc ours, becauſe he 1s happy, and ſup- 
polcs in him, what it confers on us. Beſides 
thar, fince the Regal Dignity ; wherein (as 
Mediator) he 1s Inftated, may make us owe 
our Salvation to his Sentence, as well as]PrE 
to his Mcrits; Heaven it felf will be in- 
eltimably endcar'd to us, by our cnjoying 
it upon h1s account. I need not tell you, 
what a value Lovers are wont to {ct upon! 
che leaſt Favours that can be - beſtowedJ**M 
on them by their Miſtreſſes, anc rhat ot- 
tentimes a worthleſs Ribband, a Bracelet]®* 
of Hair, or dome {uch Trifle, that no-! by 
thing can make precious bur her preſent-J. 
ing 1t, is highlier valued by the tranſpor-! 
red Lover, than the richeſt Preſents 0 Blet 
Nature, or of Fortune. How great 2} 
Bleſſing 
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leſſing mult it then be, Lindamor, to owe 
ys that need notendearing Circumſtances 
p merit the name of Happinels, to a Per- 
n {o belov'd, that even Heaven it {ſelf 
ill bring more Felicity to the amorous 
oul, as 1t 1s a proof of his Love, than 
at it is a Donative of his Bounty. As 
aſſionate Brides do incomparably more 
\urfſalue the Wedding-Rings which their glad 
aſe .overs give them, as Pledges than as Gold. | 
off Lis {aid of the perſecuted and diſgraced "i 
no poſtles, that they rejoyced ro have been *©5 #'+ | 
ro. ounted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his Name. 

(Bur if they defſervedly rejoyc'd to be 
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- allowed to ſuffer for him; of how much j,\> 
ac0/oy ſhall they have juſt cauſe, that are ad- x 
vcmitted to Reign with him 2 his having ſup- n i 
a;{ported the Hardſhips and the Toyls ( for I i" 
-.J!muſt not now call them Evils) to which | 


our afflicted Condition of Morrality is ex- if 
u,(P9S'd, does {o much Alleviate them, and re- M 
freſh us under them, that in this ſence alſo | 
{| itmay be truly ſaid, that rhe chaſtiſement of * 53: 5: 
of. | or peace was upon him, and by his hurts we 

ef «re healed. Bur he that reliev'd us even 

9-1 by his Croſs, will ture do more for us by '1 
-{ is Crown, when he ſhall admit, andeven ll 
r-J invite, cach faithful ſeryant ro no leſs a ot 
{ Bleſſing, than zo enter into his Maſters Foy. Mats 21 
50 
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So rich a Source of Happineſs did Chriſt 
ceiign to make himſelf to us in all his 
capacities and conditions, thar in Heaven 
and in Earth, it was, and will be, his gra 
cious and conſtant imployment, to ſhare 
our Griefs, or impart to us his Joys; and 
either leflen our Miſeries by his Sufferingy, 
or increaſe our Happineſs by his Felicity, 

Expect not, Lindamor, that I thould 
ſolemnly beg your pardon for this feem- 
ing Excurſion, till I come to think it a 


digreilion, to inſiſt on rhe Bleſlednels of} 


Chrilt in Heaven, treating of the Happi- 
neſs which thoſe thar love him will en- 
joy there. Wherefore, not to ſpend 
crime in imploring a needleſs forgivencs, 
I thall proceed ro tell you, Lindamer, that 


- in Heaven we ſhall not only ſee our elder 


Luk. 20. 


* 3 36. 


Luk. 16. 


Brother Chriſt , but probably alſo our 
Kindred, Friends, and Relations, that li 
ving here in his Fear, died in his Favour. 
For ſince our Saviour tells us, that the 
Children of the Reſurreftion jhall be iniſy0%, 
equal to, or like the Angels, who yer n 
the Viſions of Daniel and St. Fohn, appear 
to be acquainted with each other : ſince, in 
the Parable of the miſerable Epicure, and thc 
happy Bepggar, the Father of the faichful 1 
reprefented,as knowing, not only the Per- 
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Seraphick Love. I41 
cit Yon, and preſent condition, bur the paſt | 
his Story of Lazarus : Since the Inſtructer of 
venlthe Gentiles, confidently expects his Con- 
r-Eyerted and Pious Theſſalonians, to be his | 
are YCron at that great day ; When the having ! #2, 
nd B:yrned many to righttonſn!ſs, ſhall, as the Dan. 2, 
85, {Scripture foretels, confer, a Star-like and 
Y. Jimmortal brighrnets. Since ( which is 
ul chiefly conſiderable ) the knowledge of 
mM-Jparticular ations, and, conſequently, per- 
 UYlons, ſeems requilite to the attainment uf 
of fthat creat end of God, in the day of Judg- 
prJmont, the manifeſtation of the Punitive and 
nr Remunerative Juſtice : ſince, I ſay, theſe 
nd Arguments, beſides divers others, are af- 
1S,] forded us by the Scripture ; we may ſafely 
conclude it probable, that we ſhall know 
Jer each other in 2 place, where, fince nothing 
uf requiſite to happineſs can be wanting, we 
li may well ſuppole (at leaſt, if we can ima- 
ur] vine here, what we ſhall think there) thar 
licf we ſhall not want fo great a ſatisfation,as 
2 that of being knowingly happy in our other- 
nJlclves, our Friends. Nor 1s this only pro- 
aA bable, Lindamor, bur 'tis not improbable, 

IN that thoſe Friends that know us in Hea- 
icÞ ven, ſhall welcome us thither. For, ſince 
BI Chriſt atlures us, that the very Angels 
A ( though they be to far from being related 
11, ro 
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Seraphick Love. 
to our perſons, that they are Foreigners to 
our very Nature) receive acceſiion of Joy 
tor a relenting.Sinner, that by repentance 
begins ro turn towards God; you willnot 
chink irabſurd, that in a place where Cha- 
rity ſhall not only continue ( as St. Paul 
{peaks ) but grow perfect, our dear Friends 
ſhould rejoyce to ice us,not only begin to 


turn towards God, but come home to him. 


Nor is it unlikely, that our tranſported 
Souls ſhall murually congratulate cach 6- 
ther,their having now fully eſcaped thenu- 
merous Rocks, and Shelves, and Quick- 
ſands, and threatning Storms, and no [els 
dangerous Calms, through which they arc 
at length arrived at that peaceful Haven, 
where Innocence and Delight ( which are 
hereſoſeldom matchr) are inſeparable Com- 
panions, both of each other, and each Þlcl- 
ied Reſident. With thoſe Friends we here 
lamented, we ſhall there rejoyce. And 
twill be but need, that the diicovery 0 
cach others Virtues ſhould bring us to 2 
murual knowledge of our perions; for 0 
cherwiſe we thall be ſo chang'd, that we 
ſhould never know our Friends ; and 
thould {carce know our Selves, were not 
an eminence increale of knowledge a part 


of that happy cnange. 


For 
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For thoſe departed Friends, whom at 
our laſt Separation, we {aw disfigured by 
all the ghattly horrors of Death, we ſhall 
then ſee athiſting about the Majeſticx | 
Throne of Chriſt, with their once ve Bo- "nt 
dies transfiznred into the likeneſs of his glorious © ” L 
Body, mingling their glad Acclamations 
with the Halleiujahs of Thrones, Princi- 
palities, and Powers, and the molt digniti'd 
Favourites of rhe Czleſtial Court. 1 need «pl 
not tell you, Lindamor,that we 1hMl be more l; 
juitly tranſported at this Meeting, than 4; 
was good old Facob at that of his Son Fo- if 
ph, whom having long mourn'd for dead | 
and loſt, he found not only Alive, bur a * 6 
great Favourite, ready to welcome him to 
an unknown Court. For, whereas the Pa- 
triach {aid to his Son, Now let 9:2 dte, ſince Sen-46.30 © 


Thave ſ:en thy face; the {ecing of ourFriends «j 
in Heaven will aſſure us, that we ſhall for of 
ever Live with them there. The Re-unt- 


on of Friends being there as priviledg'd 
from Divorce, as that of Soul and Body, 
( which ſcarce will be more {trict and 
larisfactoly.) For, here indeed, if our 
Friends do not allay our Love or Aﬀecti- 
en by unwelcome Actions, or their con- 
tagious Sufferings, we commonly dote on 
them to a Degree, that, as it were, Re- 
L duces 
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Scraphick Love. 
duces Gow to Heprive us _ of them,and 
Bur rhere, our, on both nies compleated 
Craces, Wil not only Deſerve, but Allowa 
ingher Suain of Friendthip. The near Con- 


— 


remplation and Fruition of the infinitely 


tranicendent Perfections of the Creator, 


keeping all cur Kindnels to the Creatures, 


TOL only. Subordinate to the Love we owe 
to God, but grounded On it; as Excited 
Needles, When they {tick faſteſt to each 0- 
L2Cr, OWC HC Union to their having both 
been couch. | by the Load-ſtone; to which, 
tey hasc thereiore Both of them {ironger 
Inc: 134510nsS.than Eicher to the Other. 
There, probably, we ſhall ſatisfactorily 
underſtand riole deep and obſcure Mylte- 
rics of Reiigion, which, the profoundett 
Clerks riiat loye not to flatter them(elves, 
acknowleuge, they are unable full 
NO d ; being after all the Toyl 
nd Indutiry of ther anxious Enquiries, 


reduced to it down with the Apoltles 
6 :«: 11 -©miration of that Depth, 
Who 39:0 they cannot Fathom, "Ther 
We 12453. ur "_— choic obſcure palla 
E0g;.rot < at Divine Book, and un 
4:40 424 ©/2tery) the Scripture, whict 
Ei... al that Bold Crincks 


all 


ſnatch on idolds, and his Rivals, from us. 
' 


Serafhick Love: 


and Learn'd Expoſiters have attempted to 


illuſtrate ir, does {till continue, in many 
Places, Obſcure. There, diſcerning how 
cxquilitively rhe ſeveral Parts of Scripture 
are fitted to the everal Times, Perſons,and 
Occurences, wherein their All-foreiecing 
Author intended moſt to uſe them ; we 
thall diſcern nor only a Reconcileablcaels, 
but a Friendihip, and perfect Ha:mony, 
betwixt thoſe Texts, that here ſeem moſt 
ar Variance, and ſhall diſcover not only 
the Senſe of the obſ{curer Pallages, bur 
the Requiſiteneſs of their having been 
written fo obſcurely : Thar ſtrange and 
peculiarzas well as otherwiſe cryptical Me- 
thod and Stile of Scripture, which often 
colts us {o much ſtudy ro find it Rational, 
we ſhall there diſcover to be admirable an4 
worthy of its Omnilcient Author. Ther, 
| hope, we 1hall have clearly Expounded 
to us thole Riddles of Providence, which 
have, bur too often, tempred even good 
Men, to queſtion Gods conduct in the 
Government of the World; wwlft the 
Calamirties and Perſecutions of Virtue, 
and Innocence, ſeem approy'd by him, 
Who accumulates Proſperiti?s on their cri- 
minal Oppolers. "There, we thail be con- 
Viac'd, that all thele feeming irreguia- 

: rit1es, 
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rities, which the Heathen thought fit to in- 


pure to the giddy Whimſtes of a blind fe- 
male Deity, are nor only conſiltent with 
God's Juſiice and Goodnels, but are Pro- 
ductions of it. And though ſuch a Belicf 
does hcre,to intcligent perſons,ſeem perhaps 
a greatcr picce of Self-denial,than to refrain 
from Wine, or Gold, or Mittreſles ; yer in 
Heaven it will appear as reatonable as 
here we find it difficult. For,as Bildad {peaks 


Jo>.89. in Job, W: are but of yeſterday, and know 16 | 


thing, 


Lives,not permitting us to continue long 
cnough Spectators here, to {ee above a 
Scene or I'wo ar molt of that great Play, 
Acted by Mankind upon the Stage of rhe 
World; 'tis no wonder we are apt to harbor 
{\niiter thoughts of the Contriver of a Plot, 
vihoſ2 ncither Beginning nor End we are 
acquainced with. Which yer is little lets 
jurious, than TWere to cenlurc the lofty 
Tragadian Sexzca, or lome other matchlelis 
Ariut, having peruicd bur a piece of {ome 
Tragedy, whereof rae latter part never ar- 
rivet at our view, But when once God $ 


whole Plor {ifI may to {peax) and Cour 
11 the Adninittration of the World, | 
be difcios'd: all thoſe Re- | 
Volu- | 
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ecauſe our days upon Earth, are but 4 
* /pagow. And the thortnel(s of our Tranſitory 
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Seraphict Lov:. 
lutions and occurrences of Empires , 
States, Families, and particular Perions, 
which Men are here fo pron2 to quarrel 
with, will there appzar fo juſt, fo requi- 
ſte, and ſo ſeatonable, that thow very 
things which here temprced u3 to deay 
God, will there eagage us to prailz him ; 
and we ſhall not fo properiy be fartisfy'd 
with his Providence, as raviih'd. Bur efpe- 
cially, we thall b2 tran{ported with Wonder 
and Gratitude, when God ſhall youchlafe 


Ito diſcover to hi3 particular Servants, the 
[Reaſons of his Diſpenſations towards them, 


kt ” 


FEITEER 


XY 


and make our to them, not only the ne- 
cclity and Juſtice, but ev'n Mercitulneſs 
of thoſe very Afflictions, that were molt 


[imputed to his Severity, (no {troke from 


God's Paternal Hand, either lightning {o0n- 
cr, or falling heavier,or itaying longer,than 
the occaſion that extorted it, exacted) and 
convince them, that their Hopes were ne- 
ver diſappointed, but to ſecure their 'Ti- 
tle to better things than thoſe they hoped 
tor ; nor their inferior Interei{ts preju- 


[dicd, but for the Advantage of the Su- 


preme Ones. Yes , all that unwelcome 
Darkneſs, that here ſurrounded our pur- 


{blind Underſtandings, will vanith at the 
[dawning of that bright, and as St. Peter's 2 Per.z.r8: 
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* Expreſſion may be interpreted ) Eternal 
2ay ; wherein, theReſolution of all rhoſe 


Difhcuities winich here Exercis'd ( and 


erhaps Diſtreis'd ) our Faith , ſhall be 
rFranted us to Reward it. And ] muſt 


profeſs to you, Lindamer, ( as unfalhion- } 
able as ſuch a Profeſſion way teem in a Gen- 
rleman not yet Two and twenty ) that [| 


find the Study of thoſe excellent Themes, 
God's Word,and his Providencc,fo dijficult, 
and yct ſo pleaſing and inviting,thatcould 


Heaven aftord me no greater Bleſſing than | 
g 


a clear account of the ab{trule Myſteries 
of Divinity and Providence, I ſhould value 
the having my Underſtanding gratifi'd and 
enrich d with "Truths of ſo Noble and 
Precious a Nature, enough to Court Hea- 
ven at the rate of renouncing for it all 
rhoſe unmanly Senfualities and trifling 
Vanities, for which inconſiderate Morrtals 
are wont to forfeit the Intereſt of their 
Saviour fo dearly bought them in it. 

Nor ſhall we only converſe with Saints 
and Angels, but wath that infinitely more 
glorious Deity, that made them, whar they 
are, withour at all impovcriſhing himſelt. 
In Heaven, we ſhall enjoy ( its Maker ) 
God, and ſee him as he is, who, ( as thc 


Scripture te{leth us ) ſhall then be at , 
al: 
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in the Creatures, as emincnrly 2nd fully, 
as the Sun doth the Licht that rwinkleth | 
in the Stars. | 
If one that was none of the leait of the y AX: | 
Philoſophers, icrup!4d not to teli the Man * © f 


that ask'd him, Vihat he was born ior, that 
it was to contemp!are rhe Sun; If our Þoir 
Naturaliſts themielves, though theo nd 
ncls that is here cait upon things, and rt 
dimnels of our Inelle-#2 al Ey-5, ( vhion 
| remember Ariſtotl; {ity compares 5 10 rhole 
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diſcera but very litt;e + Da Wildom, 
Power, and GooancGis, + 1iiClt 112 145 Cx 
preſs din the Creation; at 525 often tranls 
ported and ravifh'd wita 2 ji! -: TRAEIN 


of the Perfeftions he has <: 1 oOlav in his 


bd orkman{hip; Ifrhe wite Quee:: t.198 001i; 


io far to viſit Sclozzon, was pur aliztst; Ng 
an Extaſie, by the ſight of his ( t: Li) 
Vie, yet Humane) ordcring oi thing wt 


it Angels themſelves ( as St. FP: -nforms: Bs | 
d'fire to Icok imo the myſteric:'5 contriva::- 
ces of God, in order to Man's Redem- 
ption : How great a fatisfaction Tnes 
7:or, may we juſtly conceive it mult nee 
be, to be admired ro ſee ſo much of God, 
as Heaven will diſcover to us? elpeciaily 
L 4 tince 


T50 


£ eraphick Lows, 

ſince fo much of our future happinſs will 
conlitt 11 that Beatifick Viſion, as the 
Schootme: 1 jultty Call 1t) that St. 70/99 COn- 


3 Joh. 3.2. C! _=_ that we ſpai celike God, ewes we 


| fral ' fee him as he is, And our Saviour 
umiclf parapnrales our Cwlcttial Felicity 


kar. 5.8. by this Bictted Viiion, where he ſays, Bleſ- 


1 5. 2s 


5 


{cd arcthe pure in heart, fer they ſhall ſee God: 


As on the other fide. tho Wiiters to the | 


Hebrews employs the being deny'd rhe 
ſight of the Divine Objca, _ de(cripti- 
on of extreme wretchadneſs, in that Text 
where, having exhorted thole to whom he 
writes, to flow price and helinsfs ; he adds, 
3S the formigabielt Menace which he could 
make ule of, to deterr them from lighting 
his cxhorcation, without which, no man ſhall 


(ce the Lexgd. And by this Viton our Savi- 
Our {eems to deicribe the : Happinels, eVcn 
ANECiS ; WACre, forbidkling the {canda- 


k Z1ng "of any inoſc littie Ones that believe 
19 him; heagdds 3, LO C: Oro what he had ſaid, 
thatiner viigels ao abr ays ſee thz {ce of his Fa- 

in [{.uwm We ſhall be to taken up 
with the C ori ation and Fruition of 


Liar Glorious OHneet, (in whoſe Infinity all 
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Seraphick Lowe. 
leiſure for a diverſion to any other plea- 
þ arc 
ſo numerous and lo entire, that we ſhall 
there delire nothing that we have not, cx- 
cept more Tongues to ſing more Praiſes to 


{iim,or at leaſt a capacity to pay him great- 
{cr Thanks for what we have. And even 
thoſe deſires, God's Gracious acceptation 
I will make, in being conceiv'd accomplith'd : 

for, otherwiſe Heavens Refdents ſcarce 


know any other want, than that of need 
to with: The complear Blefſedneſs of their 
Condition, reducing them to a happy ule- 
Icineſs of Wiſhes, by aftording them. a full 
Pr:zepoſleſſion of all the Objects of Detire. 
There time, like Fire, having dettroy'd 
whatever it could prey on, ſhall at laſt dye 
it ſelf, and ſhall go our into Eternity. 
whoſe Nature is tuch, that though our 
Joys, after ſome Centuries of Years, may 
iccm to have grown elder, by having been 
enjoyed ſo many Ages, yet will they really 
ſtil continue new, not only upon the {cores 
of their welcomneſs and trejhne{s, bur 
by their perpetually Equal ( becauſe Inft- 
rice ) diftance from a Period. There,, 
our Felicity ſhall always be the fame, yer 
eyer New. Wearinels arguing imperfe- 
£10n, cither in rhe Object, or the Appe- 
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tite ; the former of which is impoſſible | 
in God , and the latter ſhall ceaſe in I. 


Heaven. Where our Felicity ſhall be fo 
great, that Variety ( it {cif ) ihall not be 
needed as a Part of it. And, if Hea- 


ven do admit variety, it may be {upposd | 


{uch an one, as ſhall confiit in a furrher 
Knowledge of the Firſt Object (God,) not 
a forſaking of it ; and {uchas ariſes from the 
nxt. bcholding of the changing-necks of 
Doves, or ſuch as we may ſec in the diver- 
iify'd refra2ions of the {ſame {parkling Dia- 
mond. In God, there 15{1t I may to ipezk) 
ſuch a various Indentity, tar the Fruition 
of him both ſatisfies anaQ creates acfires : 
though That, without Saticty : and This, 
withour diſquiet. Other Delights, like che 
uſual Cloaths we wear, quickiy grow Stale; 


and arc ſoon worn out: whereas Cxicſtial 


Pleaſures participate of the Prerogative of 
the Jews Garments in the Wilderneſs, of 
not impairing by being uied Long. Burtas 
the amorous Needle, once joyn'd unto the 
Load-ſtone , would never uncompell'd, 
forſake the inchanting Mineral; bur after- 
ages cling no leſs clofcly to it, than at 
the firſt moment of their Union : So do 


. the Saints 1n Heaven, with the fame Un- 


giminiſh'd freſhneſs ever poſſeſſes their 
Joys, 


eraphick Love. 


Iſoys, as if each moment were the firſt rhar 


they poſleſs'd them in. And, if their Hap- 
pineſs does not improve by laſtingerEnjoy- 
ment, 'tis perhaps,but becauſe it was at irit 
uncapable of Increaſe. Or, if our Picaturcs 


do admit acceſſion, they ſhall receive ir 


from our Aſſurance, that we ſhall raite 
them for ever, and perperually repeat { cr 
rather continuc ) the ſame renew'd Fruici- 
ons to an Eternity, endcar'd by nothirz 
more, than by the quier leiſure it will ai- 
ford us, undiltractedly to employ it in ce- 
lebraring of the Authors Praites ; and 1a 
a congition, happicr in that by it we grow 
pait Doing, than palt Suffering IL, In Hea- 
ven (ina word) our incxhauſted Joys 
will be ſo numberlcls, and ſo immenic, 
that we ſhall need, ( as well as have ) 
Eternity it ſelf ro taſte them fully. 


E353 


But Lindamor, it was not my Deltign $2. 26. 


to give you a particular Topography 
of this Caleſtial Canaan; but only in a 
few words to let you ſec, that tix z Land 
flowing with Milk and Honey. And though 
| acknowledge, I have: given you bur 
dark deſcriptions ( and ſometimes rather 
Poerical than Chorographical ) of what 


the Apoſtle ſtiles, The Inheritance of the Co. r. 12. 


Saints in Light, Yet 1ince , to wher our 
Long- 


Seraphick Love. 
Longings, for Fruitive ( or experimental) 
knowledge, it is reſcry'd among the Pre- 
rogatives of being in Heaven, to know 
how happy we ſhall be , when There: 
and ſince, what the Scripture hath reveald 
of Paraditc, ſeems meant rather to quicken 
our Obedience, than fatisfic our Curiolity; 
1 may for thoſe purpoſcs, have perhaps to- 
lerably perform'd that 'Task (of Heavenly 
Topography ) by rhe acknowledgmentsot 
my diſability to doit worthily. 1 hall now 
only add this property of our expected 
Blits, that the vaſt multirude of Partners 
does detract nothing from cach private 
ſhare, nor does the Publickneſs of it leſſen 
Propriety in it. This Occan of Felicity bc- 
ing ſo ſhoarlc(s, and ſo bottomleſs,rthar all 
the Saints and Angels cannor cexhault it : 
ir being as impollible for an Aggregate of 
Finites, to comprehend or cxhautt one Infi- 
nite, as 'tis {or the greateſt number of Ma- 
thematick Points ro amount to, or con- 
{tirute a Body. Our Neighbor-Regions do 
ail enjoy the benefit of Light as well as 
We; yct we enjoy not leſs, than if they 
enjoy'd none. Indced there is this dit- 
ference berween the Son of Righteoul- 
nc's and that of Heaven; that whereas 
the Jatter , by his Preſence, Ecliples all 
the 
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"= Planets, (his Attendents;) the former 


though radiant with a much mightier (plen- 
lor, will, by his Preſence, impart to his 
Faints; according to that of the Apoſtie, 


Vhen Chriſt, who u our Life, ſhall appear, then C93: 4 


hall ws alſo appear with him in Glory. So that 
the Elect in relation to this Sun, ſhall nor 
be like Stars, which his ſhining obſcures 
ind makes to diſappear ; bur like poliſh'd 
vilver, or well glaz'd Arms,or thole vaſter 
Balls of burnith'd Braſs,the tops of Churches 
xe ſometimes adorn'd with, which ſhine 
not till they be ſhin'd upon, and derive 
their glittering Brightneſs, and all the daz- 
ling Fire that environs and illuſtrates them, 
from their being expos'd (unskreen'd) to 


Þ 
the Suns refulgent Beams. 7am my Beloved 5, o_-. 


md my Beloved is mine, ſays every Saint 
'with the Spoule in the Caticles) to his Re- 
deemer. David {ays of them that pur their 


truſt in God, That he ſhall abundantly ſatisfie PC.36. 6 


them with the fatneſs of his Flonſe, and make 
them drink of th: River of his Pleaſures : 
As if he meant to inſinuate, that, As when 
a Multicude of Perlons drink of rhe ſame 
River, none of them 1s able to exhault it, 
and yer cach of them may have the full 
liberty of Drinking as much as he Can, 
or as much as he could, though none bur 


Hun- 


_ : x 
__—_— : 
h. = - . © -> _ —— - [IS 
_ ſd. w « _ [4 
IEEE ao Ss He - > . þ . = ” 


m——— 
EREt 
= 


_ 


c - - k 
. wr =o > ———— 
ET —  —__— — 
i _ - —-—_ —_ 4 


_— S 


156 


Luk, 15 7. 


F.ph.3. 15. 


Seraphick Love. 


Hinyelf ſhouid be Allow'd to Drink of it: 


So, wnoloever enjoys God, enjoys him 


Wholly, or ar leaſt doth enjoy him fo En- 
tircly, in Relation to that Man's Capacity, 
thar the Fruition of whatſoever reſts unen- 


joy'd of God, is forbidden by the Immen- | 


ficy of the Object, and not the Prx-polletl- 
on of his Rivals. The Angels, though ofa 
Nature Ditfering from ours, and thereby 
piac'd above the perſonal Experience of our 


{utferings and infirmities, do yet fo {ym-! 
pathize with us, that ( as our Saviour in- 
forms us) they rejoyce at the repentance 


of a ſinner. And though the Members of 
the Church-Militant, and thoſe of the Tri- 
umphanr, live as far aſuncer, as Heaven 1s 
irom Earth, and are not more Diſtant as to 
Jace, than Differing as to Condition; yet 
St. Paul reckons all the Saints to be bur on: 
Family in Heaven and in Earth. If then the 
caiſparity of Refidences, of Qualities, 
and of Conditions, cannot now . hinder 
the Lovers of God from being ſo con- 
cern' in one another ; how much of en- 
.\c2ring Kindneſs may we fſuppole, that 


wn7y will Interchange, when both their 
Love ſhall bs Perfected, and all rhoſe orher 
Graces t2 that are vroner to © heriih and 
CNCEEAE For; the fame Ay Oltie, who, 


0 
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'J to afiſt us, ro conceive rhe ſtriftneſs of the 


Union both betwixt Chriit and his Saints, 
and the Saints among themſelyes, tells us, 
that Zfe is the ZHead, and they are his Boay, 


and M:mbers particular; teaches us to make 
| this Inference, Thar ( to expreſs his Do- 


I57 


1 Cor. 12. 


Qrine in his own words) /f one Member ſuf- ve:(:7.:8 


fer, all the Members ſuffer with it ; and if one 
Member be honour d, all the Members rejoyce 
with it. Yes, Lindamor, in that bleſſed Con- 


dition, our Wills being perfectly conform'd 
| unto our Maker's, no Saint nor Angel can 
| enjoy his Love without poſleſſing a propor- 


tionate Degree of Ours. And then, ſince 
perfect Friendihip appropriates to each 
Friend the Croſles and Profperities of 
the other (as good Barzilla; could nor be 
highlier obliged by David, than by the 
King's Kindneſs to his Son) each ſeveral 
Bearitude in Heaven ſhall ( in ſome fort 
concern the whole Society, and ) be Ours. 
As Aſtronomers teach us, that the Earth 
receives Addition of Light by the Sun's 
Beams beſtow'd upon the Stars, and from 
the Moon reflecting upon Her. And be- 
cauſe our Perſonal Capacities are too too 
Narrow, to contain all that joy, we are 
by tie ftrange Arithmetick of Friend- 
inip) in a manner multiply'd into as ma- 


ny 
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ny happy Perſons, as there are Saints and 
Angels blefſed in Heaven. Our perfect union 
ro our common Head, and mutual Commu- 
nion with each other, applying and bring- 
ing home every Felicity of theirs to us, 


This Friendly and reciprocal Sympathy, 


reaching us cach Gloriti'd Saints Bleſſednels, 
and him ours, by a bleſſed Circularion, 
which makes us encreaſe, by our reſenting 
them, thole joys (of others) whoſe encrealc 
we reſent. Burt my thoughts are engaged 
in ſo good a Company, Lindamoer, that they 
keep me from contidering how faſt the hours 
paſs, and have almolt made me forgot,that 


the time which my occaſions allow'd me 


for {cridling ro you, 1s lo far {pent, that not 
now at laſt to reprieve you from the per- 
{ecution of my blunt Pen,were to be almoſt 
as injurious to my own atfairs, as to your 
Patience. Hereafter yet I may poſlibly 
make you ſome amends for this, with Riper 
Ditcourles of the Nature and Duties, or 
(if you will ) the Properties and Returns 
ot this Love, to wiuch I have hitherto 
prelented you fome Mortives. To ( the 
laſt of ) which 1 might add, Thar our love 
to the Creatures is an Earneſt, but to God 
ts a Title; the one makes us the Objeas, 
but the other makes the Object ours; 
That, 


ON 
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That fince there is in Love ſoſtrange a Ma- 
gick,as to transform the Lover into the Ob- 
ject lov'd; we ought to be extremely care- 
ful of the Dedication of a Paſlion, which, 
as it is plac'd, muſt ether dignifie our Na- 
ture, or degrade it: And not to addreſs to 
any lower(or,which isall one,to any other) 
Object, the higheſt Intenſity of a Love, 
which cannot bur ſtoop without our Degra- 
dation. And theſe I might expatriate on, 
and Recruit them with many other Motives, 
additional to thoſe IT have already inſiſted 


on ; bur that I may more properly reſerye - 


them to the Treatiſe of the Properties of 
that Love, whoſe Nature ſo partakes that 
of its Object, that there can hardly be 
produc'd more powerful Motives to it, 
than the Conditions of it. Since then ( as 
I freſhly intimated ) I cannot bur fear that 
your tir'd Patience, as well as my urgent 
Occaſions ( though theſe will recal me 
to morrow Morning to my own Weſtern 
Hermitage ) dorh ar preſent ſummon me 
to leave you ; and ſince I cannot do 
ſo in a happier place than Heaven, I ſhall 
ſuſpend my farewels, only to beg you to 
believe, that ſo Noble a Motive of ex- 
alting Friendſhip, as the ambition of ren- 
dring tnine a fit return for Yourg, hath fo 

M im 
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improv'd my Kindneſs, that my AﬀeCtion, 
without wronging its Greatneſs, could 
not Expreſs it {elf by any leſs Attempt, 
than this gaining you the greatelt, and of 
the moſt Deſirable of all Goods, by Elc- 
vating (that Noble Harbinger of your 
Soul ) your Love to Heaven : Whole Joys 
alone are not inferior to thoſe which the 
being made Inſtrumental to procure them 
you, would really Create in, 


My deareſt Lindamor, 


From Lreſe this 6th 
of 2g, 1648, 


Tonr moſt Faithful, meft 


Aﬀettionate, and meft 


Titumble © Servant, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
Hilſt this Fourth Edition 


V of the fore-going T1rea-. 
tiſe was upon finiſhing, it hapned, that 
a Dewout and very Ingenious Friend 
of the Authors, having preſs d to 
have the Peruſal of ſome Occaſt- 
onal Meditations that lay by him, 
0n ſeveral Subjefts , met , among 
others, with that which follows ;, 


And finding the Subjef to be of Af- 


finity with what is rather Touch'd 


than inſiſted on, in the 65th Page 
of the paſt Treatiſe , Touching 
Mens Inability to Praiſe God 
Worthuly, and having a great deal 
of Partiality for the Refletion, would 
needs have it annex'd as it was, to 


M 2 the 


( 162 ) 
the newly fmiſh\d Edition : Net- 
withſtanding the Author's having to | 
juſt cauſe to urge, That, beſides the 
Imperfeftions that are made neceſſa- 
ry by the Sublimity of the Theme, 
ſuch Occaſional Papers , eſpecially 
Hs, are wont to have peculiar un- 
accurateneſſes, as being deſign'd ra- 
ther to entertain the Writer himſelf, ]c,, 
than any other Reader. 


An 
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[a- An Occaſional RefleQtion upon a 


»LETTER> 


( Receiv'd in April, 1662.) 


h, Containing an Account of what paſſed 
on the RINGs Coronation- 
day, in a little Country Town. 


Need not, Pyrocles , after what 
we have been Rcading , tell 
you, that the Writer of this 
TSA Letter thinks that both in 
what he has ſaid of the King, and 
in what He has done to Solemnize His 
Coronation , he has behaved Himlſelt 
rarely well. For I doubt not, but you 
eaſily diſcern by his way of Writing , 
that he is highly ſatisfied with his Per- 
formances , and expects that he ſhall , 
if not be Thanked by the King, a cleaſt, 
- | be mentiond in the News-book. Bur 
twill, I fear, be requiſite to tell you , 
M 3 that 


(164) 


that this honeſt Man 1s not alone of his 
mind ; for being his Landlord's Bailit, 
he is eſteem'd at that rate by his 
Neighbours, and look'd upon as a Man 
very conſiderable in his Parih; and is 


pcrhaps thought to have a right to Pity | 
moſt of thoſe that do not acimire what * 
he has now been doing. And yer, You 
and I, who pretend not to be Courrticrs, | 


can, in his Rural Fzrominms , and his 
ill-contrived way of Honouring his 
Prince, eafhily difſcover ſo much that 


might have been Mended , and to | 


much rhat might be Laugh'd ar, that, if 
the King, according to His wonted Gra- 
ciouſnets, vouchſafe this Action his Smiles, 
it muſt not be in conſideration of the 
Ffuitableneſs of the Pertormances to the 
Occaſion, bur, partly as they proceed 
from a Hearty, though, ill-cxpreſs'd, 
Loyalty and Love, aad partly, as 
they atiord Him a Subject of Merriment. 
And not only the nice Criticks, who 
nave ſeen thole Magniiicenat Solemnities, 
and heard the Eloquent Panegyricks, 
wherewith the principal Cities and 
Ailemblics i1 the Nation have thought 
they did bur Fart of what rhey jhould ; 
and not only thols Afliduous Cour- 


TiEXS, 
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tiers, who, by the Honour of a nearer Ac- 
cels have Opportunities (deny'd to others) 
of diſcovering thoſe Particularities thaz 
may beſt give a higher Veneration for a 


| Great Perſon and a Great Prince, to thoſe 
{ that are qualifid to diſcern and rellith 
J fuch things; not only theſe, I ſay, will 
{ have a quite other Opinion of the Ru- 
{ ral Praiſes, and Antique Ceremonies that 
. | were ſo well lik'd a hundred Miles from 


Londen; but this Country-man himlelf, 
if he were admitted ro the Court, and 
bred a while there , would in time lee 
{o great a diſtance betwixt what he has 
done, and what a Perſon better bred 
might have done, that he could not re- 
member without Bluſhes, what he now 
looks upon with Triumph. 

And now I muſt on this occaſion 
confeſs to You, Pyrocles, that I have (on 
other Riſes) ſeveral times been revolv- 
ing in my Thoughts, what the Angels 


think of thoſe Praiſes and Deſcriptions 


of God that Men deviſe, ( For I intend 
not here to ſpeak of thoſe the Scripture 
{uggeſts) and whercin we are moſt Ap- 
plauded by others, and do oftentimes 
perchance Applaud our ſelves. For thoſe 


Ccoleſtial Courrtiers ( if I may fo call them) 
M 4 | have 


(156) 
have ſeveral Advantages to aſſiſt them in 
the Celebration of our common Maſter, 
which we poor Mortals want. For Frit, They 
are free from thoſe Selfiſh and Inordinate 
Aﬀections, that too often hinder us, ei- 
ther from Diſcerning the Excellency of 
divers of God's Attributes and Ways, or 


from duly Acknowledging it. They have | 
no Sins to keep them from deſcrying the | 
Juſtneſs of what he does; They have no | 
Ingratitude to oppoſe the fuller Relent- | 
ments of His Goodneſs; and they are not | 


tempted, not to diſcern and adore His 
Wiſdom, for fear they ſhould appear Cul- 
pable for repining at His Diſpenſations, 
And indeed, their Longzvity allowing 
them the full Proſpe&t from end to end, 
of thoſe intricate tranſaftions of Provi- 
dence, of which ſhort-liv'd Mortals do com- 
monly ſee but a part ; they are queſtion- 
leſs far more ſatisfi'd with the incompara- 
bly better Contrivances they diſcern in 
the Management of humane Afairs, than 
we are with the Condudt or Plots of 
the moſt Skilfully written Plays and 
Romances. Beſides, Thoſe happy Spirits, 
of whom the Scripture tells us, that hey 


Lak.s, ffand before God, and that they continu- 
Kaze, 18. ly fee His face, have by that Priviledge, 


the 


(2167) 
the bleſſed Opportunities of diſcovering ia 
the Deity they Contemplate and ſerve, 
many Excellencies, which even They could 
never but by Experience have form'd any 
thoughts of ; and they ſee in one anothers 
Solemn Adorations and Praiſes, a way of 
Honouring the Object of them ſo much 
tranſcending the utmoſt of what We here 


{ aim ar, that their Homages to their Crea- 
{ tor may well be ſuppos'd of a far Nobler 


Kind than ours. And laſtly, When I conſti- 
der, how much leſs unworthy Thoughts 
and Expreſſions touching Things Divine 
the ſame Perſon may have, when come to 
his full Maturity of Age and Parts, and 
whilſt he was but a Child in both ; and 
when I conſider, how much more Advan- 
rageous Conceptions of the Wiſdom dif- 
played in the Univerſe, and particularly 
in the Contrivance ofa Human Body, one 
that is a true Philoſopher, and a skilful 
Anatomiſt, may have, in compariſon of 
a man illiterate, and unacquainted with 
Diſſe&tions : When, I ſay, I conſider 
theſe things, and compare the dim Twi- 
light of Human IntelleCts in this Life, 
with that Clear and Radiant Light, 
which the Scripture aſcribes to Angels, 


I cannot but think, that, ſhaving to the 
" Pri- 


( 168) 
Privilege of a much Nearer- Acceſs than is 
allow'd Us to contemplate God's Perfe- 
Ctions, the Advantage of having incom- 
parably more Illuminated Inteilects to ap- 


prchend them with, they mult frame o- ' 
therguels Conceptions of the Divine At- / 
tributes, and glorific the Pollcflor at an o- | 
therguefs Rate, than is allowed to Thoſe, | 


whole Underſtandings are ſo dim, and 


whole Reſidence is 1o remote from that ! 


bletied Place, where the Perfeions they 
would Extol are moſt Diſplay'd. 

Aſſiſted by theſe and the like Advan- 
tages, Pyrocles, thoſe happy Spirits may 
well frame Notions, and employ expre- 


ſons in honour of their Maker, fo far | 


tranſcending Ours, that, though the 
Angei's Goodneſs keeps them, doubtleſs, 


from beholding them with Contempt ; | 


yet, we may well think, they look 
upon them with fiich a kind of Pity, 
as that, wherewith great Wits and Cour- 
ticrs look upon the Miſtakes and Imper- 
fections of what they Did and Writ, when 
they were bur Schoolboys ; and as thar, 
wherewith, when we ſhall be admitted 
ro the Society of the Angels, we ſhall 
look back upon our former ſelves. No, 
Pyrecles, to Prayjſe God is a Debt, which, 
though 


(169 ) 
though we ſhould ever be Paying,wemuſt 


[always Owe,not only becaute rhe renewed 


Obligations will laſt as long as we ; bur 
becauſe, though the entire Sum were poſſible 


]ro be paid, we have no Coyn of the Value 
|tirat would be requiſite to makea Payment 
1 of thatnarure. *Tis true indeed. that 1ome 
| men fay much more than others upon a 


Subject, on which none can fay Enough, 


| and which,even the Spirits of juſt Men made Heb. 10. 
perfect can but imperfetly Celebrate. Ir 


14y be too,that the Praiſes we pay to God 

procure Us ſome from Men, and perhaps 
cven from Orators and Encomiaſts ; and 
though I hope no Man can fo flatter himſelf, 
as to think ie can Flatter what he can ne- 
ver do Right ro; yet the zealouſnefs of our 
Endcavours, and the Applauſe that others 
entertain them with,may perhaps tempt us 
to think, that becauſe in our Expreſtions 
we have ſurpaſſed our felves,we have almoſt 
equal'd our Theme : as if to make our 
Praiſes too great for any other Subject, 
were ſufficient to make them great enough 
for God. 3ut aiaſs, how widely muſt we 
be miſtaken ! ſince our Expreſſions, if 
we {peak ſence, can at beſt bur fully rc- 
preient our Conceptions, and thoſe being 
but the Notions of a Finite Creaturc, 
mult * 
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muſt needs fall extremely ſhort of Per- 


fetions , which were not what they are, 
if they were not Infinite. No, 
we have employ'd the loftieſt Hyper- 
boles, and exhauſted all the celebrating 


Topicks and Figures of Rhetorick ; when | 
Metaphyſical Abſtracti- | 
ons in Poetick Raptures; when we have | 


we have dreflc 


ranſack'd whatever things arc moſt Ex- 
cellent among the Creatures, and having 
Defzcated them, and Pilcd them ' up roge- 
ther, have made that hcap bur a Ric ro 
rake our ſoaring flight from ; whey we have 
ſummed up, and left beneath our Expreſli- 
ons, all that we are here wont to acknow- 
ledge above them ; nay, whez inſtructed, 
as well as inflamed, and tranſported by thar 
Tnacefſible Light, that is Inhabited by what 
we Adore, we ſeem raiſed and elevated a- 
boveall that is Mortal,and above our ſelves, 
and fay things, that nothing elle could ci- 
ther inſpire or merit ; even they, I ſay,thoſe 
expreſſions, which any otherwiſe applyed, 
would be Hyperboles, do but expreſs our 
Devorion, nor the Divine Object of ir, and 
declare How much we Honour Him, ra- 
ther than what He is. And indeed, none 
but rhe Poſleddor of an Infinite Intellect 


can be able to ſay, what the Poſleſſor of 


other 


when | 
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| other Infinite Perfetions deſerves to have 


ſaid of Him. And whatever zealous skill 


| we praiſe God with, we do far leſs Honor 


Him than Injure Him, if wethink our aſpi- 


| ringſt Praiſes can arrive fo far, as Iay not 


to Reach, bur ſo mach as to Appreach their 


Subject. 


Bur, let not this inevitable Imporence 
( Pyrocles ) trouble or diſcourage us : thoſe 


Bleſſed Souls that follow the Lamb mwhitherſo- rex. 14 4 


ever he goes, do (as we are taught in the A- 
pocalypſe) make ir their Buſineſs, and find 
it their Happineſs, to ſpend a great partof 
their Eternity in extolling him, by whom 
they are plac'd in a condition, where they 
can have no employment but _— 
and Noble. And even here low,be the praiſ- 
ing of a God is Work, wherein we imitate, 
though we do not equal the Angels, and 
are buſted in the ſame employment, though 
not with the ſame skill. Nay, Heaven it ſelf 
exempts not its Reſidents from an Impo- 
tence which belongs ro Creatures, not as 
they are imperfe& ones, bur -as they are 
Creatures.Eventhe Members of the Church 
Triumphant do nor triumph over this neceſ= 
ſary Imporence ; their Praiſes may need Par- 
don,even ina place where they can Sin no 
more ; And they can expett but from Gods 

| Good-, 


if1. 9.2. 


2 Cor.s. 


Iz, 
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Goodneſs, the Acceptance of thoſe Praiſes, | 
that arc Improv'd, as well as Occaſion'd, | 
even by their being made Partakers of his : 


Glory. 


ry to lay things Worthy of God, need not 
ar all trouble us; ſince we pay our Homages 
ro one,whole Goodnels our expreſſions can 
as little cqual , as they can his other Ar- 
tributes. He that Created us, will not 
Impure it to us, that we act bur as Crea- 


turcs ; And /:xce he has declar'd, that where | 


there is a willing Mind, a Man is accepted ac- 
cording to what hs has, and not according ts 
what he has not. The Impotence I have 
been ſpeaking of, ought to bring us 
rather Joy than Trouble, ſince the int 
nite Diſtance betwixt us, without leſſen- 
ing his favourable Acceptance of our 


Praiſes, ſuppoſes the boundleſs Periecti 
ons of Him, whom thoſe Prailes (through 
his Goodneſs ) help to give us an in- 
tereſt in; And no Son wonld repine | 
how Im- 

menlc | 


at his Royal kathers Greatnels, 


Nay, even in the Propher {ſazah's | 
Exſtatick Viſton, the Seraphims themlelves ! 
chat are introduced, as an{wering, one t- | 
nothers glad Acclamations to God,are like- | 
wiſe repreſemed,as Covering(out ofre{pect) | 
their Faccs with their Wings. Bur, Pirecles, | 
as | was {aying, this unavoidable Diſabil: | 


Iwould not leflen his Kindneſs. For *tis | 
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menſe ſoever, bcing ſure, that anna 
els 
Deſreable to be ablero deſcribe the Power 


 TandExcellencies of him we have an'Intereſt 
. Tin, than to have an Intereſt in one, Whoſe 


Power and Goodneſs exceeds whhrever 


. {| we can ſay or Fancy of them. 


To conclude, Pyrocles, ſince on the one 


| ſide God is molt truly faid in the Scripture Nchows 4 
{to be {o Glorious, that he is Exalted abovuk all 5: ; 


Bleſſing and Praiſe, and conſequently; , 


though 7 conld (ro ule St. Paul's Phrale) , <c, es 
ſpeak with the Tongues of Men and Angels, i. 


yer the higheſt things I could ſay of the 
Divine Perfections, mult needs be there- 
fore far below them, becauſe a Creature 
were able to ſay them. And, ſince on 
the other ſide, it is of Us Men, thar 


God vouchſafes to ſay, Wheſo offereth Praiſe, Plul.50.23, 


glorifieth Me ; and his tranſcendent Excel- 
lency is ſo far from being inconfiitent with 
reſembling Graciouſneſs, that ſuch a Be- 
nignity is one of rhe moſt conſpicuous 
Parts of it; I will not forbear to pay my 
Praiſes unto one, whoſe deſerving inft- 
nitely more than I can offer, keeps him 


n- | nor from Accepting as much leſs than he 
1 deſerves. But then I muſt not Prclume 
to fill my Mouth with his Praiſes, without 


Senſibly 


(174) 
Senſibly acknowledging, that there 1s not 
any Subject, whereon my Expreſſions can 
more want Eloquence, than on this Sub-. 


jet; even Eloquence it ſelf would want 
Expreſſions. 
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